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San Francisco must once again face 
devastation by blockbuster. 
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LETTERS 


OUT OF TUNE 


Just a bunch of hipsters talking 
about hipsters: Hipster transplants 
being valorized by slightly less hipster 
transplants [“Puppet Maestros,” Byard 
Duncan, feature, 4/30]. Yep. SF Weekly 
toa T. 

ABCD 


BIRDS AND 
BASKETBALL 


A look at the creatures that call 
the new Warriors’ location home: 
Good observations, appreciate the in- 
sight [“Migratory Patterns,” Joe Eske- 
nazi, news, 4/30]. Hopefully 
generations down the road will appre- 
ciate the Warriors Stadium and the 
sacrifices made by Mother Nature and 
her fine feathered friends. 

Birdsongs 


THE DATING 
GAME 


Guys need to refocus on what's 
important: Someone’s always “gam- 
ing” the system of gullible idiots with 
money [“One-Night Standoff,” Valerie 
Demicheva, news, 4/30]. I’m an ugly 
dude, and can testify to the fact that 
these “self-help” dating crash courses 
don’t work. What does work is doing 
what you love — going outside, and 
being in public; showering, shaving, 
and exhibiting a sense of self-confi- 
dence, not some “game.” Plus, the 
main example shown here, the 
“leader,” has been divorced thrice!? 
What the hell? So if the game is to get 
the best girlfriend possible, it’s just 
that? More moronic men bagging 
women, posting notches on their bed- 


Photo of the week from 
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Jamie Soja 


String Cheese Incident 
at the Fox 
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“Yeah, that’s what 
society needs 
right now, more 
chimps that can 
shave.” 


SIRJORGE COMMENTING ON 
“ONE-NIGHT STANDOFF” 


post, and bragging about conquests? 
Yeah, that’s what society needs right 
now, more chimps that can shave. But 
again, who cares, right? Guys like me, 
or anyone with an adverse opinion on 
the matter aren't heralded as icono- 
clasts, no. It’s the guy with the weird 
hair and a “new” way to pick up chicks 
(so he says), who gets the feature. This 
passes as lifestyle, news, and import- 
ant? Meanwhile women are jailed for 
having miscarriages in Latin America, 
but this dude, this idiot is what gets 
coverage? 

sirjorge 


BLOG COMMENTS 
OF THE WEEK 


Swingers never change: It was the 
same way, in the swinging ’70s [“Sur- 
vey Reveals Conservative Couples 
More Interested In Swinging Than 
Liberal Couples,” Jessica Nemire, the 
Exhibitionist, 5/1]. The good old con- 
servative boys and girls at the Golf and 
Country Club were the ones who 
threw their house keys in the punch 
bowl at the end of the night, while Mr. 
and Mrs. Progressive went home to 
their kids. 

goodnite 


Recipe doesn't add up: Followed the 
recipe last evening, and want to ask 
you to check with Blue Plate [“Restau- 
rant Recipe: The Blue Plate’s Meatloaf,” 
Omar Mamoon, SFoodie, 4/24]. 1. 
There is a lot of liquid in the recipe and 
the mixture was very mushy and loose, 
which is true of the finished result too. 
Please check that the liquids are cor- 
rect. Perhaps it needs more bread 
crumbs? 2. The recipe is extremely 
spicy. I don’t remember this quality 
when I dined at Blue Plate. Are the pro- 
portions of Dijon, cayenne, Worcester- 
shire, and Tabasco correct? Thanks. 
Topjobsman 
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NEWS 2 SUCKA FREE CITY 


Vote Early and Often 


A pro-grass measure is the latest issue fo be emotionally charged and 


put to voters. 


By Joe Eskenazi 


San Francisco is a city re- 
nowned for subjecting civic proce- 
dure and development to marathon 
debates. Then we vote on whether we 
should have done that. 

Our besieged city is currently 
engaged in a two-front war of bal- 
lot-box planning. On the east side, 
you ve probably heard a bit about a 
measure that would subject every 
development exceeding waterfront 
height limits to a vote of the peo- 
ple — which is, itself, up for a vote 
of the people come June. But the 
city’s feeling the squeeze now as, 
on the west side, proponents of a 
measure that would prevent the go- 
pher- and pervert-infested Golden 
Gate Park soccer fields from being 
enhanced with Astroturf and light- 
ing for night games is currently 
gathering signatures with an eye on 
November’s ballot. 

San Franciscans, then, may be 
asked to vote on both what goes up 
in the air and down in the ground. 
We're preparing to weigh in on what 
rises in the east and sets in the west 
— though the movement of the sun 
is still beyond voters’ control. 

Ballot-box planning is, essen- 
tially, government by plebiscite. 

It reduces complex city-planning 
issues to single, emotionally charged 
arguments (Too tall! Too plastic!); 
its current popularity could well in- 
dicate voters feel civic process — the 





daily functioning of this thing called 
“government” — is no longer work- 
ing for them. 


North Beach activist Jon Golinger 


is feeling that. He finagled a signa- 
ture-driven resolution to maintain 


Coit Tower onto a 2012 ballot before 


contributing to last year’s high-pro- 
file referendum that imploded the 
8 Washington development as 
well as this year’s afore- 
mentioned waterfront 
height-limit initia- 
tive, now known as 
Prop. B. 
All of these 
were pokes in 
the eye of the 
so-called “City 
Family.” And, 


in? 
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as such, lots of money was required. 
High-priced consultant Jim Stearns 
directed the anti-8 Washington 
crusade, filming ads with Art Agnos, 
David Chiu, and other city politicos. 
Donors Richard and Barbara Stew- 
art — whose view would have been 
blocked by the condo tower — show- 
ered scores of thousands of dollars 
upon the latter two campaigns at 
critical, early junctures. 

The key to success, 
Golinger says, is to 
have cash, volunteers 
— or, pref- 


erably, both. But on the west side, 
Shawna McGrew, a member of the 
coalition pushing the natural-grass 
measure, has a succinct answer 
when asked if her group has any 
money to put toward the signa- 
ture-gathering effort: “No.” 


No dollars, no ducats, no deposit 


bottles. Nothing. The strategy, for 


now, is to mobilize the 75 or so vol- 


unteers on hand and start hitting 
the farmers markets. In this way, 
she hopes to amass 9,702 valid sig- 
natures by July. 

For those hoping to stave off an 
oceanside soccer-industrial com- 
plex, this is an ambitious goal. But 
they are boosted by flogging an 


emotional issue that doesn’t require 


a nuanced explanation. 

Or, as pro-grass advocate Kath- 
erine Howard puts it — pun not 
intended — theirs is a grassroots 
effort. 










Dropped 


Boxer Karim 
Maytield's quest 
doesn't get any easier. 


Boxing is a rough sport. 
It renders so many of its partici- 
pants unable to feed themselves 
their morning bowls of Wheat- 
ena. But its roughness tran- 
scends mere blunt-force trauma. 

Case in point: Karim May- 
field. The up-and-coming San 
Francisco pugilist recently 
suffered a spectacularly cruel 
trifecta. On the cusp of a cham- 
pionship fight he was dropped 
by the mind-boggling revela- 
tion that his manager, Marlon 
Sullivan, was swept up in the 
vast sting that also ensnared 
Sen. Leland Yee and Raymond 
“Shrimp Boy” Chow, and 
charged with drug-running and 
murder-for-hire. Then Mayfield 
suffered his first professional 
loss. And then he was dropped 
by his promoter, Top Rank. 

Of these slings and arrows, 
Mayfield seems most unper- 
turbed about the last one. Even 
prior to his March 29 loss to 
Thomas Dulorme, Mayfield 
says he was unhappy with the 
number of fights he’d had for 
Top Rank; this was just his sec- 
ond bout since 2012. Following 
the fight, he says he asked for a 
temporary release to promote 
his own bout here in San Fran- 
cisco. Instead, he says, he was 
simply released. 

Messages for Top Rank were 
not returned. 

Mayfield is still planning for 
that fight here in the city as 
soon as this summer. As for his 
misfortune, he dismisses it in 
rhyme: “Minor setback. Major 
comeback.” JE 





Gender 
Bender 


Why female drivers 
prefer car-hire start-ups 
over cabs. 


If there’s one thing Tara 
Housman gleaned from driving taxis 
for 29 years in San Francisco, it’s 
that she'd rather work the 

night shift. 

“The streets are clearer,” Hous- 
man says, chattering into her cell- 
phone from the cab line in front of 
the Bank of America building. “The 
drunks are bad at math, and they 








tip better.” If a passenger gets sur- 


ly, she'll discard him at the nearest 


brightly lit intersection. “And gen- 
erally,” she says, “they know why.” 

In a city where women repre- 
sent an estimated 5 percent of the 
taxi-driving workforce — which 
is appreciably more than in most 
urban cities — Housman is some- 
thing of a rarity: Fifty-five years 
old, garrulous, flinty, apt to regale 
customers with mini-tours of the 
city, but quick to dump the ones 
who give her any lip. 

Cab driving hasn’t tradition- 
ally been a woman’s domain. In 
the taxi industry, women might 
take jobs as clerks or dispatchers, 
collect the cash and hand out the 


keys, but they’re generally not 
inclined to ferry customers around 
town — with good reason, says 
Christiane Hayashi, the SFMTA’s 
director of Taxis and Accessible 
Services. There’s no telling what 
can happen when you're alone in a 
car with strangers. 

Improbably, though, women 
seem to be gravitating toward oth- 
er forms of professional driving. 
App-based car-hire start-ups such 
as Lyft and Summon (formerly 
InstantCab) both attract a hefty 
number of female applicants — 
Lyft, in fact, has a 30 percent 
female livery force in San Francis- 
co, according to a spokeswoman. 
SideCar, which is still majority 


male, saw a spike in female in- 
terest after unveiling a feature 
that allows drivers to stick within 
circumscribed zones. Uber, whose 
spokesman declined to discuss 
gender ratios, touts certain “safety 
features” that make it hospitable 
to women. 

It’s worth noting that a woman 
need only drive one shift a month 
to count as part of the “workforce” 
at any of these companies, which 
skews the gender statistics in their 
favor. Yet there still seems to be 
a stronger female presence in the 
start-ups than in cab companies. 
Even though the app-based ser- 
vices have fewer safety require- 
ments than traditional cabs, and 


even though they’re not equipped 
with standard taxi dashboard 
cameras or radio dispatch systems, 
they seem to enjoy a sunnier 
public image. 

Chalk that up to marketing 
(not for nothing does the Lyft 
pink mustache connote innocence 
and stylishness) or to the flexible 
hours (any soccer mom can drive 
for Summon). To Hayashi, though, 
the discrepancy points to a deeper 
problem: Techie cars-for-hire ar- 
en’t mandated to drive into unde- 
sirable neighborhoods, or pick up 
unsavory customers. 

They have the veneer of gender 
equity, without the demand to be 
equitable. Rachel Swan 
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ELIS) Joc ESKENAZI, YOUR HUMBLE NARRATOR 


Labor Pains 





A major rift could divide San Francisco's unions. So, what's it to you? 


San Francisco’s long-simmer- 


ing labor war erupted last month with 
neither a bang nor a whimper but a co- 
nundrum. Attendees at the Labor 
Council's annual fundraising banquet 
were beset with a spectacularly San 
Franciscan paradox: The city’s most 
stalwart labor backers heading to the 
year's most stalwart labor-backing 
event were confronted by a group of la- 
bor stalwarts picketing the premises. 

What do you do when a labor 
group pickets a labor gathering? 

The rift festering within the city’s 
labor movement was no secret to 
those peeking behind closed doors. 
But now it’s out in the open. Which 
is just how the members of the San 
Francisco Building and Construction 
Trades Council who upended orga- 
nized labor’s big night wanted it. 

“Well, it’s public now,” says one 
building trades member, “and a lot of 
people are happy about that.” 

The image of trade unionists in 
their satin jackets excoriating one 
another while, perfunctorily, conclud- 
ing each sentence with “brother” or 
“sister” is amusing enough. But the 
events of April 24 carry serious conse- 
quences. They could, quite realistically, 
mark the opening salvo of a destruc- 
tive labor civil war. High-ranking 
— and rather sane — San Francisco 
union officers tell your humble narra- 
tor that the possibility of the building 
trades seceding from the Labor Coun- 
cil isn’t just possible — but desirable. 

The city’s fattest fat cats know this. 
And they’re pleased. In San Francisco, 
it’s getting ever harder to describe the 
city’s unions as united. And that could 
hurt you, even if you haven't got a sat- 
in jacket in your closet. 


There’s an old joke about two 
strangers meeting on a remote bridge. A 
conversation ensues and both realize 
they're fervent Christians. In fact, 
they're both Protestants. What’s more, 
they're both Baptists. Even better, 
they're both Reformed Baptist Church 
of God. 

“Are you Reformed Baptist Church 
of God, Reformation of 1879, or 
Reformed Baptist Church of God, 
Reformation of 1915?” the first man 
asks. “Reformed Baptist Church of 
God, Reformation of 1915!” affirms 
the second. 

His companion shouts “Die, here- 
tic!” and hurls him from the bridge. 

San Francisco politics is like that. 
Those who master it may yet find 
their names affixed to a bridge. The 
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mutual enmity between the city’s 
political camps increases with their 
proximity on the political spectrum. 
This November, San Francisco voters 
will elect their next assemblyman: a 
Harvard-educated lawyer and member 
of the Board of Supervisors named 
David or a Harvard-educated lawyer 
and member of the Board of Supervi- 
sors named David. 

This decision may be the David 
that breaks the city labor movement’s 
back. The builders are backing Da- 

vid Chiu. The Labor Council — the 
umbrella organization for all San 
Francisco unions — is emphatically 
backing David Campos. ‘The builders 
want their donations back. The Labor 
Council already cashed the checks. 
And now an out-and-out split is being 
discussed openly. 

Die, heretic. 


From a purely realpolitik point-of- 
view, the building trades’ theatrics make 
little sense. This is, after all, a land-use 
issue. It always is in this city, especially 
with the building trades. They want 
things built, they want things built 
union, and they want things built yes- 
terday. Nuff said. 

The builders feel Chiu is more 
amenable to this than Campos; he’s 
played ball with them more regularly 
and they'd like that to continue in 
Sacramento. And yet, an assembly- 
man has a hell of a lot less input on 
local development than a supervisor. 
If Campos were to matriculate to the 
Capitol, the builders would arguably 
be better off. Development-enthralled 
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Mayor Ed Lee would appoint Campos’ 
successor in the progressive strong- 
hold of District 9 — and Chiu would 
still be here to vote the way the build- 
ing trades prefer on projects like Park 
Merced or Candlestick Point. 

Building and construction union 
higher-ups don’t deny this. But they 
also say it “would send a bad message” 
to “reward” Campos with a trip to the 
State House. As such, members of the 
building trades are talking about toss- 
ing the rest of organized labor aside and 
lining up with their more natural allies: 
business and development interests. 


Building things in San Francisco 
requires immersing oneself in a tried- 
and-true ritual. If you’re sympathetic to 
the labor cause, you'd call it “negotiat- 
ing” with the city, its unions, and the po- 
liticos they support. If you're not, the 
term “extortion” might come into play. 
Either way, the forces transforming this 
city aren't doing so out of a sense of be- 
neficence for the common man. Devel- 
opers seem to be doing decently for 
themselves. Their projects certainly 
seem to be mushrooming in a city once 
more inundated by cranes. 

But, with a fractured labor move- 
ment, that could change. 

Labor solidarity works for San 
Francisco workers when concessions 
are made in the near- and long-term. 
Yeah, it'll get built and built union. But 
the future janitors and service work- 
ers: They get union commitments, 
too. The hotel workers and others get 
“card-check neutrality” — a pledge 
to recognize a union if a majority of 
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workers sign up for it. This process 
can result in benefits for even those 
not in unions: Parks are funded. Be- 
hested payments are made toward 
playgrounds or similarly feel-good city 
amenities. 

Ideally, a functioning labor move- 
ment really ought to those outside 
the satin-jacket set. So, if you like 
seeing things get built, it could work 
for you. If you like the notion of a high 
minimum wage, it could work for you. 
And if you're copacetic with publicly 
financed city health care, then it’s cer- 
tainly working for you. 

All of this takes time. Builders 
don’t like to wait. A crappier, less in- 
clusive deal now is preferable to a su- 
perior arrangement months or years 
down the road. 

With a splintered labor movement, 
however, the powers that be will have 
the opportunity to offer those crap- 
pier deals. Like medieval Catholics 
answering to popes in both Avignon 
and Rome, developers can weaken 
and divide city labor by picking and 
choosing which of its demands will be 
accommodated and which will be ig- 
nored. So, sure, developers may agree 
to “build union.” But a living-wage 
commitment or benefits for future 
service workers? Forget it. 

The Labor Council will have some- 
thing to say about that. Decoupled 
from the building trades, it’ll be far 
more emboldened to kill a project out- 
right if it doesn’t get what it wants for 
its remaining membership. 

In short: If you think the building 
and development process is nasty and 
brutish now — you just wait. 


San Francisco is a place that tests 
one’s liberal credentials. And yet, even 
in this city, anti-union rhetoric is find- 
ing an increasingly receptive audience. 
That’s not hard to figure: Public-sector 
unions are an anathema to the John 
Galt fan club pervading San Francisco. 
Union workers’ solid wages, rich bene- 
fits, and guaranteed pensions are the 
envy of college-educated baristas with 
six roommates. But power doesn’t exist 
in a vacuum. If organized labor loses 
ground in this city, other forces will gain 
ground. And those forces don't figure to 
be the sort offering much in the way of 
concern for the city’s less well-off, or 
doling out even trickle-down benefits. 

In any event, the ball is in labor's 
court. It all comes down to whether 
they opt to build bridges — or hurl 
each other off of them. 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 


The Snatch 


Well aware that 
the angels are 
thieves. 


WHEN SPYING 
GOES AWRY 


Two self-described techies are 
mourning the loss of their new 
drone, which went missing 
recently as it flew over the 
Panhandle. “My buddy was 
showing off and took it really 
high and lost control of the 
signal and it just floated away,” 
says Max Johnson. “We believe 
it fell over on Oak Street 
between Masonic and Clayton, 
possibly up Page Street.” What 
makes the loss even more 
devastating is that they hada 
“pretty expensive” GoPro 
attached to the quadcopter. 
Being the overly equipped tech 
bros that they are, the duo used 
their other drone to fly above 
the crash site, scanning for the 
lost gadget. When nothing 
turned up, they papered the 
neighborhood with flyers, 
offering a reward to anyone 
who returned it. Johnson 
wouldn’t say how much the 
item cost, nor would he reveal 
how much they are willing to 
pay to get the gadget back. And 
at this point, they’re losing 
hope. “I’m almost certain 
someone picked it up and kept 
it,’ Johnson says. 


ONE-SHOP 

STOPPING 

It’s a Haight resident's dream 
come true: Amoeba Music has 
become a one-stop shop for 
both music and marijuana. 
Hoodline reports that the 
popular music store is 
reportedly offering medical 
cannabis cards to those in need 
of weed. Well, technically, a 
company named Green 
Evaluations is reportedly 
issuing the ID cards out of an 
upstairs office space in the 
Amoeba building. The 
physician responsible is Dr. 
Francesco Isolani, according to 
the news outlet. The clinic 
operates the same hours as 
Amoeba — everyday from 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Walk-ins are 
welcome. Oh and while you're 
there, you might as well graba 
copy of Neil Young’s surprise 
album A Letter Home, which 
was released last week and is 
available only on vinyl. 


For more news, go to 
blogs.sfweekly.com/thesnitch. 
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MEDIA 





By Sherilyn Connelly & Jonathan Kiefer 


5/16 


Director: Gareth Edwards 

Cast: Aaron Taylor-Johnson, Elizabeth 
Olsen, Bryan Cranston, Juliette Binoche 
Concept: Giant lizard wreaks havoc, as 
giant lizards do; Golden Gate Bridge 
once again smashed (see sidebar) as 
smug untouched Transamerica Pyramid 
stays out of it. Or does it? 

JK: I scrutinized an early trailer and 
noted that Cranston and the monster 
never seemed to be on screen at the 
same time. It’s him, isn’t it?? 

SC: That would explain those shots of 
Dean Norris looking so frustrated. 


5/23 


Director: Frank Coraci 
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Cast: Adam Sandler, Drew Barrymore 
Concept: Adam Sandler, Drew 
Barrymore 

SC: Equally descriptive titles: Another 
Paid Adam Sandler Vacation. Romance & 
Fart Jokes. Banality. Stuff Happening. 
Running Out the Clock. 

JK: Those titles are already taken, actu- 
ally, and are due for release every sum- 
mer from now until 2019. Sandler is in 
most of them. 


Director: Bryan Singer 

Cast: Patrick Stewart, Ian McKellen, 
Hugh Jackman, Jennifer Lawrence 
Concept: Time-traveling, history-med- 
dling supermutants and the Marvel 
Studios franchise they propagate. 

JK: It’s the first of this summer’s three 
movies directed by people accused of 
sexually abusing minors. So there’s that. 


SC: Oooh, does that mean that Powder 
is actually one of the X-Men? Nowit all 
makes sense! 


5/30 


Director: Robert Stromberg 
Cast: Angelina Jolie, Elle Fanning, 
Sharlto Copley 

Concept: Jolie = Evil Disney Queen 





LETTERS NEWS 


SC: Prepare for the onslaught of “Ma- 
leficent? More like Deficient!” head- 
lines. (Though not in a paper as classy 
as ours, of course.) 

JK: Is it weird that at first I misread 
the title as Male-efficient, and won- 
dered for amoment why people had 
been saying Jolie seemed perfect 

for it? 


Director: Kelly Reichardt 

Cast: Jesse Eisenberg, Dakota 
Fanning, Peter Sarsgaard 

Concept: Reichardt = Benevolent In- 
die Moviemaker Princess. Also, a tale 
of environmental activists plotting to 
blow up an Oregon hydroelectric dam. 
SC: It’s too much to hope for this to be 
a backdoor Lex Luthor origin story 
(since Eisenberg is cast as the villain in 
Batman vs. Superman), but I’m hoping 
all the same. 

JK: Hey, let’s work in a reference to 
Bob Seger’s sextuple platinum break- 
through 1976 album Night Moves, 

just for the hell of it. Okay, done. 
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Director: Doug Liman 

Cast: Tom Cruise, Emily Blunt, Bill 
Paxton 

Concept: A near-future soldier at war 
with aliens gets stuck in a time loop: 
fighting, dying, fighting, dying — 
figuring shit out, winning? 

JK: So, like, the overblown- 
blockbuster love child of Groundhog 
Day and Source Code? And wasn't 
there an episode of Star Trek: The 
Next Generation sort of like that too? 
SC: There was, and when you figure 
that last year’s Oblivion was a blatant 
ripoff of Moon (um, spoiler?), at least 
Cruise is still stealing from the best. 
Editor's Note: Also sounds like the 
concept behind practically every 
videogame. “Tom Cruise is... Mario!” 


Directors: Ben Cotner, Ryan White 
Concept: An HBO-distributed docu- 
mentary on Prop.8andthe » p12 
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first marriage-equality lawsuit to 
reach the Supreme Court. 

JK: Which is much preferable to the 
“Octomom” biopic I was afraid this 
might be. 

SC: Attending this film may violate 
the religious liberty of people who op- 
pose same-sex marriage. So, please at- 
tend this film. 


6/13 


Directors: Phil Lord, Christopher 
Miller 

Cast: Jonah Hill, Channing Tatum, Ice 
Cube, Dave Franco 

Concept: The sequel to 21 Jump Street, 
in which a pair of fresh-faced cops, hav- 
ing gone undercover in high school, 
now must go undercover in college. 

JK: See how they worked that “2” 


tes ar: 





> Hope 
Hospice 






right into the title there? It makes per- 
fect nonsense! 

SC: I believe I speak for all of Genera- 
tion X when I say that any 21 Jump 
Street sequel not called Booker can go 
straight to hell. 


6/20 


Director: Clint Eastwood 

Cast: Christopher Walken, John 
Lloyd Young, Freya Tingley, Francesca 
Eastwood 

Concept: The origin story of 60s pop 
band the Four Seasons, as recently re- 
counted by a Broadway hit. 

JK: Clint returns to his preferred 
genre of fossilized period pieces, this 
time with pep! 

SC: Isn’t this the one about the guys 
who do the prank phone calls? I’m so 
confused. 
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Director: Roman Polanski 

Cast: Emmanuelle Seigner, Mathieu 
Amalric 

Concept: A film of David Ives’ two-per- 
son play, about the shifting balance of 
power between an actress and a director. 
JK: Why do you suppose Polanski 
thought he'd be right for this? 

SC: I'd like to give him the benefit of the 
doubt and say he’s a Velvet Under- 
ground fan, but a real fan would know to 
pluralize “Furs.” 


6/27 


Director: Michael Bay 

Cast: Mark Wahlberg, Nicola Peltz, 
Stanley Tucci, Kelsey Grammer 
Concept: Robots in disguise, and the 
franchise they propagate. 

JK: Oh, I finally get it now! Hasbro! 
Like: Has Bro. Yes it does. 

SC: And it rhymes with “No Homo,” 
which I’m sure Michael Bay appreci- 
ates. (Yeah, I’m still bitter about 
Pain & Gain.) 


11 


Director: Steve James 

Cast: Roger Ebert, Martin Scorsese, 
Werner Herzog, Chaz Ebert 
Concept: A documentary about the 


Fourth Annual 


THE HIKE FOR HOPE 


Register at TheHikeForHope.com 


Hike for a good Cause. , 
Enjoy the outdoors. 


DATE: Saturday, May 10, 2014 


LOCATION: Del Valle Regional Park - 7000 Del Valle Road, Livermore 
TIME: Check-in 8:30 to 10:00 a.m.; End time, Noon 
REGISTRATION FEE: $30 through April 24; $40 on or after April 25 
Register at TheHikeForHope.com or call (925) 829-8770. 

For more information about Hope Hospice, visit HopeHospice.com 
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Transformers: 
Age of Extinction 


late film critic, based on his memoir of 
the same name. 

JK: This one goes out to all the critics 
out there, those weary troupers teeter- 
ing on the abyss of irrelevance, plodding 
through their obligatory summer movie 
previews, and yearning for new ways to 
talk shit about Michael Bay. 

SC: A challenge to reviewers: Describe 
your feelings about this film without 
mentioning thumbs. C’mon, you can 
do it. 
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Directors: Andy and Lana Wachowski 
Cast: Mila Kunis, Channing Tatum, 
Sean Bean, Gugu Mbatha-Raw 


72 Year 


¥y 





Concept: In the future, a lowly human 
janitor discovers herself to be some 
sort of intergalactic royalty. 

SC: The Wachowskis return to Ma- 
trix-style territory, making it all the 
more a shame that Speed Racer 
flopped. 

JK: I'll check this out as soon as Cloud 
Atlas ends. So maybe next fall? 


Director: Roberts Gannaway 

Cast: Dane Cook, Julie Bowen, 

Ed Harris, Regina King 

Concept: Animated sequel to the 
spinoff of Pixar’s Cars. 

JK: Or should! say a tailspinoff? 
SC: In a more just world, we'd be say- 
ing “straight-to-video-off.”. > p15 
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RISE OF THE NUMBER 
OF THE SCREENS 


Exploring the mystery at the heart of the New Mission 


theater. 


By Sherilyn Connelly 


Getting your hopes up is al- 
ways dangerous, but this one especially 
stings. 

There was a flurry of excitement 
among the film crowd in January 
2013 when the Planning Commission 
approved the $10 million renovation 
of the long-shuttered, 2,021-seat 
New Mission Theater at 2550 Mis- 
sion. At that same time, the Alamo 
Drafthouse — an Austin-based 
franchise which describes itself as “a 
lifestyle entertainment brand with an 
acclaimed cinema-eatery,’ with loca- 
tions as far-flung as New Braunfels, 
Tex., Yonkers, N.Y., and Kalamazoo, 
Mich. — formally announced it was 
slated to open the rechristened Alamo 
Drafthouse New Mission “in the third 
quarter of 2014.” 

It was especially exciting for 
those of us who nerd out about the 
number of movie screens in town. In 
last year’s big Summer Movie issue, 

I calculated that San Francisco had 
75 movie screens spread among 18 
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theaters. That number is now up to 77 
screens among 18 theaters, thanks to 
the Embarcadero’s spiffy renovation 
last fall, and the Alamo Drafthouse 
New Mission would bump us to 82 
screens among 19 theaters. 

San Francisco getting a new the- 
ater would be cause for celebration 
even if it was another multiplex ded- 
icated to first-run Hollywood studio 
product — 2015’s Avengers sequel will 
surely consume all the screens — but 
the Alamo Drafthouse New Mission 
promises to follow the spirit of Ala- 
mo’s hipper-than-hip Austin flagship, 
with a mix of “classic film program- 
ming, our unique alternative content 
and live events, foreign films, inde- 
pendent films, as well as some studio 
films.” The former single-screen movie 
palace will be converted into one 348- 
seat theater, four smaller screening 
rooms, and a full restaurant and bar, 
with waitstaff offering food and bev- 
erage service throughout the show. 

...whenever that may happen. The 
third quarter of 2014 is drawing nigh, 
and the exterior of the New Mission 


eee 
eee 


sure doesn't look like it'll be ready 

to open in the next few months. A 
salesperson for the adjacent Vida SF 
apartment complex, itself far from 
finished, says she saw people working 
on the marquee a couple weeks ago, 
and that it was the first time any vis- 
ible work had been done on it in sev- 
eral months. She also says that recent 
scuttlebutt pushes back the theater's 
opening to 2015. 
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Construction delays are part of 
San Francisco’s culture, but the Draft- 
house is being tight-lipped about its 
plans. The New Mission’s website 
hasn't been updated since the original 
announcement, and its Facebook page 
and Twitter feed have been dormant 
since September 2013. The company’s 
PR firm says it has “no updates.” 

Seven months of radio silence 
without even a “We’re still alive, 





Juan Pardo 


please watch this space for further 
details” Tweet or Facebook update 
suggests... well, it’s hard to know what 
it suggests. But it sounds like, some- 
where southeast of here, plans have 
changed. 

When (or if) the Alamo Drafthouse 
New Mission finally opens, it’ll be a 
much-needed shot in the arm for San 
Francisco’s film culture. But this is not 
a good way to start. 
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SPRING HAS ARRIVED ... 
TIME TO GET YOUR GARDEN STARTED! 


2366 San Pablo Avenue - Berkeley, CA 94702 


www.mybpg.com - 510.540.6013 
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We have a great selection of 


seeds & clones in stock. 
Stop in today to get 
your garden started! 
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Wish I Was Here 

Director: Zach Braff 

Cast: Braff, Mandy Patinkin, Kate 
Hudson, Josh Gad 

Concept: Ten years after Garden State 
and still searching for meaning, here’s 
Braff’s new indie-ish dramedy of 
self-discovery. 

JK: Your Kickstarter dollars at work. 
SC: Though it would probably be more 
entertaining to stay home and re- 
watch the Tim Heidecker spoof of 
Braff’s Kickstarter. 


7/25 


Sex Tape 

Director: Jake Kasdan 

Cast: Jason Segel, Cameron Diaz, 
Rob Corddry, Jack Black 

Concept: A married couple makes a 
sex video, then freaks out when it goes 
public. 

SC: PROTIP: Be very, very careful if you 
Google this movie. 

JK: Its title’s quaint reference to anti- 
quated media notwithstanding, this 
does appear to bea contemporary 
movie. Probably it’s just that Sex MPEG 
doesn’t yet roll off the tongue, and Sex 
QuickTime implies a different angle on 
zany-frisky comedy. 


Hercules 

Director: Brett Ratner 

Cast: Dwayne Johnson, Irina Shayk, 
John Hurt, Ian McShane 

Concept: This year’s second mega- 
movie action spectacular about the leg- 
endary Greek demigod doing demigodly 
things. (The first was a January flop.) 
SC: Hey, it has John Hurt, and also 
that guy who said “cocksucker” a mil- 
lion times on Deadwood! Happy 
thoughts, folks! 

JK: And Irina Shayk continues the 
proud tradition of supermodels in 
movies gumming up the works by 
looking like supermodels. 


Happy Christmas 

Director: Joe Swanberg 

Cast: Swanberg, Melanie Lynskey, 
Anna Kendrick, Lena Dunham 
Concept: Mild upheavals in the do- 
mestic lives of young creative types. 
SC: It’s being released in July and has 
little to do with Christmas, which is 


HAALY TORICALLY 


Film festivals are your local cure for seasonal 


blockbuster disorder. 


By Jonathan Kiefer 


What would a summer be 
without themes? Film festivals provide 
that hit of curation that just goes so 
well with the otherwise-aimless days. 
Here, we gather but a few. At press 
time, programming details hadn't yet 
been announced for some of our fair 
city’s summertime festival staples, in- 


cluding the SF Black Film Festival (June 


12-15, sfbff.org), SF Jewish Film Festi- 
val July 24-Aug. 10, sfjff.org), and oth- 
ers. But in the meantime, these should 
get your movie planning started. 


May 16-26 

I Wake Up Dreaming 2014: Dark Trea- 
sures from the Warner Archive 
roxie.com 


You think today’s studio product sucks? 


Of course you do, because it does. Well, 
imagine a time — say, about midway 
through the last century — when even 


the assembly-line toss-offs were packed 


with flavor. Now return to that time 
with crack programmer Elliot Lavine’s 
annual Roxie-only showcase of rare 
and classic noir. 


about as “quirky indie comedy” as it gets. 
JK: Or maybe it’s because the prolific 
Swanberg works so efficiently now 
that his movies actually travel back- 


ward in time upon release. 


8/1 


Magic in the Moonlight 
Director: Woody Allen 

Cast: Emma Stone, Colin Firth, 
Marcia Gay Harden, Jackie Weaver 
Concept: A romantic comedy set in 
the French Riviera during the Jazz Age. 
JK: Speaking of prolific directors trav- 
eling backward in time.... 

SC: Will there be lengthy medium 
shots of awkward dialogue by a tal- 
ented yet under-directed cast? Well, 
um, see, um, maybe yes. 











Hercules 
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Through June 1 

Astonishing Animation: The Films of 
Hayao Miyazaki and Studio Ghibli 
ybca.org 

As America’s mainstream fami- 
ly-friendly animated fare gets ever 
more grotesque, Japan's seems ever 
more essential. Miyazaki and his col- 
leagues make films of great tender- 
ness, organic imagination, reverence 
of nature — movies actually worth 
seeing, and not just for reasons of 
marketing pressure. 


Get On Up 

Director: Tate Taylor 

Cast: Chadwick Boseman, David 
Andrew Nash, Viola Davis, Octavia 
Spencer 

Concept: A James Brown biopic. 

SC: As James Brown song titles go, “I 
Don’t Want Nobody To Give Me Noth- 
ing (Open Up The Door I'll Get It My- 
self)” would look much catchier on a 
marquee. 

JK: I also would have accepted “Doing 
It to Death.” 


Guardians of the Galaxy 
Director: James Gunn 

Cast: Chris Pratt, Vin Diesel, Bradley 
Cooper, Zoe Saldana 

Concept: A band of misfits, a valuable 
stolen orb, and the quirkiest Marvel 
Comics superhero team to date. 

JK: I think what this needs, just to give 
it a little extra punch, is a Jupiter Ascend- 
ing crossover. 

SC: For that matter, Jupiter Ascending 
would probably benefit from the addi- 
tion of a raccoon that talks and wears 
clothes. (Not counting Mila Kunis. Zing!) 


8/8 
The Dog 


Directors: Allison Berg, Frank 
Keraudren 

Concept: Documentary about the man 
who in 1972 tried to rob a bank to fi- 
nance his lover's sex-reassignment sur- 
gery — and, in turn, inspired Dog Day 
Afternoon. 
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May 29-June 1 

The San Francisco Silent Film Festival 
silentfilm.org 

Here’s another time capsule, from 
when cinema was really young and re- 
ally wild. Nineteen films in four days? 
You can do it. That’s one film for each 
year this essential local festival has 
been in business, by the way. 


May 29-June 4 

SF Green Film Festival 
sfgreenfilmfest.org 

Water is a theme in this year’s envi- 
ronmentally focused, Roxie-based 
fest, which includes several aqueously 
inquisitive docs, and, by way of com- 
ment on a record California drought 
year, a special commemorative 
screening of 
Chinatown. 





JK: Just the thing for your 
“Backstories of Early Pacino Movies” 
double feature, paired with James 
Franco's Interior. Leather Bar. 

SC: I'll be very disappointed if it turns 
out the “Attica! Attica!” scene didn’t 
happen in real life. 


Teenage Mutant 

Ninja Turtles 

Director: Jonathan Liebesman 

But Perhaps More Importantly, 
Producer: Michael Bay 

Cast: Johnny Knoxville, Megan Fox, 
Will Arnett, Tony Shalhoub 

Concept: Turtles who are ninjas, and 
mutants, and teenagers. 

JK: I wasn't really into TMNT as akid, 
so at least I won't feel betrayed. 

SC: I mostly feel betrayed by a system 
that lets the director of Wrath of the 
Titans keep working. 











June 13-15 

Queer Women of Color Film Festival 
qwocmap.org 

This being also the opening weekend 
of 22 Jump Street and How to Train Your 
Dragon 2, you may consider it a relief to 
avail yourself of some alternative pro- 
gramming at the Brava Theater's 10th 
annual Queer Women of Color event. 
As the programmers put it, “This is one 
of the few film festivals where the films 
look like the audience and where the 


audience looks like you!” 


June 19-29 
Frameline38 
frameline.org 
A centerpiece of this year’s LGBTQ 
film-fest flagship is Jennifer Kroot 
and Bill Weber's To Be Takei, a sure- 
to-be delightful doc about the Jap- 
anese-American actor, 
marriage-equality advocate, Star 
Trek legend, Facebook hilarity 
generator, and super-smooth 
baritone voice of pure 
charm, George Takei. 
Oh my! 


Girls You Know at 
the Queer Women 
of Color Film 
Festival 


Lucy 

Director: Luc Besson 

Cast: Scarlett Johansson, Morgan 
Freeman 

Concept: In Taiwan, a reluctant drug 
mule gets poisoned by a drug, which 
gives her superpowers. 

JK: Guess Besson hasn’t lost his bor- 
derline-creepy fixation on young female 
warrior-badass fantasy objects. 

SC: Nor have people lost their border- 
line-creepy fixation on Scarlett Johans- 
son. (I just do not get her.) 


8/15 


The Giver 

Director: Philip Noyce 

Cast: Jeff Bridges, Meryl Streep, 
Alexander Skarsgard, Taylor Swift 
Concept: A young lad considering his 
optionsinapseudo-utopian »?pl6 
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Summer Movie Preview from p15 


society beset by “Sameness,’ as adapted 
from Lois Lowry’s YA novel. 

SC: Philip Noyce returns to Matrix-style 
territory, which is weird, because he was 
never there in the first place. 

JK: You mean the richly mind-warping, 
never-seen-anything-like-it world of 
Patriot Games doesn’t count? 


Director: Patrick Hughes 

Cast: Sylvester Stallone, Jason 
Statham, Jet Li, Dolph Lundgren, 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, and more — 
introducing Mel Gibson! 

Concept: An old group of muscular 
mercenaries gets reinforcements 
from a young group of muscular mer- 
cenaries. 


8/22 


Directors: Frank Miller, Robert 
Rodriguez 

Cast: Jessica Alba, Mickey Rourke, Jo- 
seph Gordon-Levitt, Rosario Dawson 
Concept: Another stylized adaptation 
of Miller’s comics series, involving a 
gambler, a stripper, a thuggish billion- 
aire, some corpses, some vengeance, 
and stuff like that. 

SC: Robert Rodriguez’s habit of giving 
work to notorious cranks and socio- 
paths is admirable, but there are limits. 
JK: Aw come on, what did Jessica Alba 
ever do to you? 


8/29 


of a Stanislaw Lem novel from the direc- 
tor of Waltz with Bashir, in which an ag- 
ing actress makes a Faustian deal to sell 
off all rights to her digital likeness. 

JK: This absorbing oddity was a highlight 
of San Francisco’s own IndieFest this past 
February, and maybe also a grim augury 
of summer-movie seasons to come. 

SC: I have deep love for both Tar- 
kovsky’s and Soderbergh’s versions of 
Solaris, so ’'m just happy there’s another 
Lem adaptation coming out. (Also, ever 
notice how our pretensions always re- 
surface at the end of August?) 
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SC: Maybe it'll finally explain which 
ones are “expendable,” since they keep 
not getting killed. 

JK: Now, were it The Expendables 3-D, 
l'd buy my ticket right now. 


Director: Ari Folman 

Cast: Robin Wright, Jon Hamm, 
Harvey Keitel, Paul Giamatti 
Concept: A partly animated adaptation 


“The master storyteller...what distinguishes him 
fram most sclo performers is how elegantly he 
blends personal stories, historical digressions, 

end philosophical rurninations.” 
The New Vork Times 





CRUSHED FOR THE VERY FIRST TIME 


Hey, that’s us! The earliest 
images from Gareth Edwards’ Godzilla 
— which opens next week — show 
the big lizard looming over our sky- 
line, with the Transamerica Building 
especially prominent and vulnerable. 
While San Francisco often 
makes it into monster-destruction 
montages, we seldom get to be the 
primary setting. And we may not 
this time, either. Director Edwards 
has been coy on the matter, telling 
Empire magazine in February “the 
film jumps around a lot,” and that 
“we tried to create this global story.” 
Thanks for nothing, World War Z! 
Along with the scale-providing 


people think it wasn’t safe. 
Say what you will about Ed Lee, 
but, wow. 

Undaunted, Harryhausen and 
company drove back and forth in 
a bakery truck to get all the bridge 
shots they needed. ‘The great thing 
about filming without a permit is 
that the statute of limitations pret- 
ty much ends as soon as you get 
away, so the guerrilla footage is in 
the movie. 

The computer-generated Godzil- 
la destroying the Golden Gate 
Bridge will probably look more 
quote-unquote-realistic, but Ray 
Harryhausen’s giant stop-motion 
octopus got there first in It Came 
From Beneath the Sea, and in an in- 
finitely more badass way. SC 


ously, if that bridge doesn’t get dec- 
imated, there’s no point unleashing 
a monster in San Francisco. It’s on 
monster-destruction bucket lists 
the world over. 

Legendary special effects man 
Ray Harryhausen knew this simple 
truth, and he went out of his way 
to be the first to do so in the 1955 
giant-octopus picture It Came From 
Beneath the Sea. 

According to the late Harry- 
hausen in the 1998 documentary 
The Harryhausen Chronicles, S.F.’s 
City Hall refused to cooperate. The 
Golden Gate Bridge had never been 
attacked in a movie, and they were 
afraid that the sight of a stop-mo- 
tion octopus tearing down even a 


model of the bridge might make 
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Pointy Building, it’s a safe bet that 
the far more iconic Golden Gate 
Bridge will also get destroyed. Seri- 


It Came From 
Beneath the Sea 
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THU 5/8 


Literature 


THE JOURNAL 


Arguably, no other literary journal 
has done as much to define the West 


Coast sensibility as ZYZZYVA; dedi- 
cated to publishing writers with West 


Coast ZIP codes for its first 26 years, 
the journal presented early work by 
many of today’s prominent writers, 


including the likes of Kay Ryan, Sher- 


man Alexie, Wanda Coleman, and 


Brenda Hillman, and the first English 


translation of Haruki Murakami. To 
celebrate the 100th issue, and the 
10th since Laura Cogan and Oscar 
Villalon took over as editors, 
ZYZZYVA hosts performances by 
Robert Hass, Michael Krasny, Daniel 
Handler, Erika Recordon, and Po 


Bronson, along with food, drink, mu- 


sic, and a silent auction. “A subscrip- 
tion to ZYZZYVA will make you even 


more attractive than you already are,” 


says Villalon. “If you throw in our 
stylish black T-shirt and buy a ticket 
to our May 8 fundraiser in San Fran- 
cisco, nobody will be able to resist 
you. Just something people should 
consider, is all.” The event marks a 
good moment to look back and for- 
ward; next year is the journal’s 30th 
anniversary. 
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ZYZZYVA’s 100th issue cele- 
bration starts at 6:30 p.m. at the 
California Historical Society, 678 
Mission St., S.F. Tickets are $25; 
call 440-1510 or visit zyzzyva.org. 
Evan Karp 


FRI5/9 & TUE 5/13 


Lectures 


THE BIGGER 
THE BETTER 


In a radio interview, acoustic 
biologist Katy Payne described 
listening, being silent and open to 
what is really there, as her 
responsibility. Payne first achieved 
notoriety as part of the research 
team that produced 1970's Songs of 
the Humpback Whale. For the first 
time it was suggested that whales, 
like humans, are composers, just as 


interested in beauty, complexity, and 


originality. And fresh tunes spread 
through the ocean like pop songs. 
After 32 years, Payne’s aural 
attentiveness touched land. While 


observing elephants in a zoo, she felt 


the air throbbing. Compelled to seek 
out these subsonic frequencies, 
Payne went to Africa, where she 
devoted her energy to the second- 
largest mammal on earth, founding 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY 


the Elephant Listening Project 
(among other things, ELP has 
provided compelling evidence of 
elephants mourning). In 1992, an 
entomologist named Caitlin 
O'Connell took Payne’s acoustic 
discoveries even deeper, when she 
noticed elephants relying on 
seismic communication. The soft 
pads on elephants’ feet act like a 
drum, she discovered, allowing 
them to feel rumbles from miles 
away. O’Connell followed the low 
song, becoming a world-renowned 
elephant expert. This week, these 
two giants in giant mammalogy 
come to the Bay Area. Payne will be 
teaching a group of musicians the 
structures and techniques of 
humpback whale song for the 
program Returning Current. 
O’Connell will share and expand on 
stories from her numerous books in 
her talk, The Secret Lives of 
Elephants. 

Returning Current begins at 
7:30 p.m. on May 9 at UC Berke- 
ley, 110 Sproul Hall, Berkeley. 
Tickets are $7; call (510) 642- 
0808 or visit events.berkeley.edu. 

The Secret Lives of Elephants 
begins at 7 p.m. on May 13 at the 
Jewish Community Center of San 
Francisco, 3200 California St., S.F 
Tickets are $30-$40; call 292-1200 
or visit jccsf.org. Silke Tudor 
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SAT 5/10 


Art Opening 


DEATH FROM ABOVE 


Oakland artist John Felix Arnold ITI 
calls his years-long series of mixed-me- 
dia works “The World of Unstoppable 
Tomorrow, and it features a species of 
creatures called “Astroknots” that, orig- 
inated by the military, sweep across a 
world where humans are no longer in 
complete control. Who survives? Who 
doesn't? If it’s not post-apocalyptic, it’s 
post-21st century, and it’s a mix of dys- 
topian and hallucinatory, yet easy on 
the eyes. Yes, beautiful. The abstract 
shapes. The occasional figuration 
partly inspired by Japanese manga and 
other Japanese aesthetics. The brush 
strokes with leopard colors, forest 
greens, and vivid reds. And all of this 
on panels of found objects and other 
assorted materials. It’s a world that Ar- 
nold has called “a mythology of a fu- 
ture past.” Arnold's latest iterations get 
a solo exhibition in Pilgrimage, in 
which Arnold depicts survivors’ quest 
for physical and spiritual salvation, and 
documents their travels and travails 
with audio recordings and sculpture 
that have bona fide bones and skulls. 
Nighttime may be the best time to see 
Arnold’s latest imaginings of a wildly 
imperfect future. 


WEEK OF MAY 8-MAY 14, 2014 
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John Felix Arnold III: Pilgrimage 
opens at 7 p.m. and continues 
through June 7 at the Shooting 
Gallery, 886 Geary St., S.F Free; call 
931-1500 or visit shootinggallerysf. 
com. Jonathan Curiel 


WED 5/14 


Lecture 


GRRRL CRUSH 


Carrie Brownstein, famous for her be- 
loved artistic endeavors Portlandia (the 
TV comedy show) and Sleater-Kinney 
(the rock’r’ roll band) is writing an un- 
doubtedly interesting memoir. Her years 
in Sleater-Kinney established her as a 
guitar god, and now she’s indelibly 
linked to Fred Armisen, her writing and 
acting partner in the hilarious, 
award-winning sketch show. How did 
she get to be so talented that she’s con- 
quered not one, but two (and maybe 
more that we’re unaware of) quintessen- 
tial life dreams? Perhaps she'll reveal the 
secrets to her repeated successes in con- 
versation with Bay Area writer Vendela 
Vida. The event, co-sponsored by Noise 
Pop, will give you the chance to get a lit- 
tle closer to your No. 1 girl crush. 

Carrie Brownstein in conversation 
starts at 7:30 p.m. at the Nourse, 275 
Hayes St., S.F. Tickets are $27; 392- 
4400 or cityarts.net. Emilie Mutert 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by 
e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), 
or mail (225 Bush St. 17th Floor, S.F., CA 94104). 
To change an existing listing call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our completel listings of local events - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


1-2-3-4 Go! Records. Don Pyle: Trouble in the Camera 
Club: A “photographic narrative” of the Canadian 
punk underground from back in the day (specifically 
Toronto in the late 1970s). Through May 10. 420 40th 
St., Oakland, 510-985-0325, www.1234gorecords.com. 

1015 Folsom. RAW: Revolution: The multi-disciplinary 
arts showcase-slash-party returns for another busy 
night of fashion, photography, film, painting, music, 
and more. Thu., May 8, 7 p.m. $15-$20. rawartists.org/ 
sanfrancisco/revolution. 1015 Folsom, S.F., 431-1200, 
www.1015.com. 

111 Minna Gallery. Beyond Structure: Freeform group 
show presenting work in multiple disciplines by 
Jonny Alexander, Lisa Banks, Chico Coelho, Nathan 
Cox, Silvie Deutsch, Debi Ling, Gabriel Martinez, 
Chiyomi McKibbin, Joon Park, Martin Segobia, and 
many more. Mondays-Fridays. Continues through May 
30. 111 Minna, S.F., 974-1719, www.iliminnagallery.com. 

1AM Gallery. Xeme & Sinic: Made in China: Works on 
paper and canvas by the Hong Kong graffiti artists. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through May 17. 1000 
Howard St., S.F., 861-5089, www.lamsf.com. 

ActivSpace. Unmasking the Network: ASC Projects 
explores the Matrix at this group show featuring 
works by James Bridle, Nick Briz, Silvio Lorusso, 
Simone Niquille, and Clement Valla. Tuesdays, 
Thursdays. Continues through May 18. 3150 18th St., 
S.F., 355-1515, www.activspace.com. 

Alter Space. The Cradle Project: Traveling exhibit 
featuring 50 artist-made cradles — all empty — to 
raise awareness of child deaths in sub-Saharan Africa. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through May 24. 
1158 Howard St., S.F., 735-1158, www.alterspace.co. 

Arc Gallery & Studios. Like a Tom Waits Song: Andrea 
Schwartz juried this group show featuring more 
than 30 artists inspired by the music of the iconic 
troubadour. Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays. 
Continues through June 21. 1246 Folsom, S.F., 298- 
7969, www.arc-sf.com. 

Bash Contemporary. Gale Hart: Unconcealed: A series 
of sculptural objects “take a shot” at American gun 
culture. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through May 
24. 210 Golden Gate Avenue, S.F., 926-8573, www. 
bashcontemporary.com. 


THU 5/8 


Dance 


SO ECCENTRIC 


Bayview/Anna E. Walden Branch Library. Bayview's 
Historical Footprints: Redux!: Historical photography 
exhibit and stories by Bayview/Hunters Point elders. 
Daily. 5075 Third St., S.F., 355-5757, www.sfpl.org. 

Brian Gross Fine Art. Andrew Belschner: Water + 
Color: Multilayered watercolor abstractions. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through July 3. Peter 
Alexander: The Color of Light: Cast resin sculptures. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through July 3. 248 
Utah, S.F., 788-1050, www.briangrossfineart.com. 

CCA Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts. Many 
Places at Once: CCA Graduate Program in Curatorial 
Practice thesis exhibit featuring works by Martin Soto 
Climent, Rana Hamadeh, Li Ran, Cinthia Marcelle, 
William Powhida, lan Wallace, and Real Time and 
Space. Through July 12. 360 Kansas, S.F., 355-9670, 
www.wattis.org. 

Center for New Music. Brenda Hutchinson: Giant Music 
Boxes & The Long Tube: Window gallery installation 
featuring the local musician's homemade experi- 
mental instruments. Through June 30. 55 Taylor, S.F., 
275-2466, www.centerfornewmusic.com. 

City Hall. Now That You're Gone ... San Francisco 
Neighborhoods Without Us: Nine photographers 
portray various aspects of the city's urban environ- 
ment without the presence of people. Through May 
23. Free. sfartscommission.org. 1 Drive Carlton B. 
Goodlett, S.F., 554-5184, www.sfgov.org. 

Corden|Potts Gallery. Lydia Panas: Falling from Grace...: 
Large-scale photo series combining people with 
food to create 13 symbolic psychological portraits. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through May 31. 49 
Geary, S.F., 680-5997, www.cordenpottsgallery.com. 

Crown Point Press. Nature Study: A Group Exhibition: 
Works by Darren Almond, Anne Appleby, Christopher 
Brown, Susan Middleton, and Chris Ofili. Mondays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through May 31. 20 Hawthorne, 
S.F., 974-6273, www.crownpoint.com. 

Eleanor Harwood Gallery. Kirk Maxson: Foraging: 
Maxson illustrates life's fragility using the soft 
shapes of leaves and butterflies, made from hun- 
dreds of individual pieces of metal inserted into 
the gallery wall. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through May 10. 1295 Alabama, S.F., 867-7770, www. 
eleanorharwood.com. 

Ever Gold Gallery. Adam Parker Smith: Seriously: 
Sculptures, photographs, and multi-media works 
with a taste for the playfully absurd. Starting May 
9. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through June 
7. 441 O'Farrell, S.F., 796-3676, www.evergoldgallery. 
com. 

Incline Gallery. Greatest Hits, Volume |: Paintings, 
assemblages, and more by Gideon Chase, Matt 
Gonzalez, and Evan Holm. First Tuesday-Sunday 
of every month. Continues through May 30. 766 
Valencia, S.F., www.inclinegallerysf.com. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Nychos: Street Anatomy: The 
Austrian street muralist brings his wild anatomical 
explosions inside for a solo show in the Lower Haight. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. 252 Fillmore, S.F., 252-9144, 
www.fifty24sf.com. 

Fouladi Projects. Jemima Kirke: Platforms: Expres- 
sive oil portraits by the the young actress/artist 
who portrays Jessa Johansson on HBO's Girls. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through May 10. 


Smuin Ballet rounds off its 20th anniversary season with its “X Xcentric 
Spring Dance Series,” making its first stop on its tour of the Bay Area at 
the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts before heading to theaters in Walnut 
Creek, Mountain View, and Carmel. The company, known for presenting 
vivid numbers that make classical dance easy on the eyes, offers two pre- 
mieres. Val Caniparoli’s Tutto Eccetto il Lavandino (everything but the kitchen 
sink) marries the sought-after choreographer’s developed instinct for for- 
mal structure to the music of Antonio Vivaldi. Smuin choreographer-in-res- 
idence Amy Seiwert presents But now I must rest to the sultry beats of the 
Cape Verdian “barefoot diva” Cesaria Evora. The late Michael Smuin’s work 
lives on in Dancin’ with Gershwin, which brings the classic jazzy tunes to life 
with recordings by icons such as Marilyn Monroe, Sting, and Peter Gabriel. 
Smuin Ballet presents “XXcentric Spring Dance Series” at 8 p.m. and 
continues through May 11 at the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 701 
Mission St., S.F. Tickets are $24-$64; visit smuinballet.org. Irene Hsiao 
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Blick Art Materials & Utrecht Art Supplies, Retail Inc. Coupon 
must be surrendered at time of purchase; no copies. One 
coupon per day. In-store promo only. Valid on non-sale, in-stock 
items. Not valid with any other discounts or promotions, Design 
Center orders, phone/mail/internet orders, and purchases of 
Sensu, Wacom, CAMEO cutting tools, Artograph light boxes & 
projectors, gift cards or school kits. 
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Free. RSVP required. jkirke.com. 1803 Market, S.F., 
621-2535, www.fouladiprojects.com. 

Fraenkel Gallery. Hiroshi Sugimoto: Acts of God: The 
first Stateside exhibition of the artist's The Last 
Supper: Acts of God, a five-panel photograph that 
was recently damaged by Hurricane Sandy, plus other 
works. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 5:30 p.m. Continues 
through July 3. Free. 49 Geary, S.F., 981-2661, www. 
fraenkelgallery.com. 

Gallery 16. Rex Ray: Solo showcase of collages, paint- 
ings, and prints featuring the local artist's distinctive 
array of playful shapes and colors. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through May 16. 501 Third St., S.F., 
626-7495, www.gallery16.com. 

Gallery Paule Anglim. Ala Ebtekar: Parallax: Two new 
works: a large celestial painting and a mixed media 
lightbox. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through May 
31. Clare Rojas: Caerulea: New abstract paintings. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through May 31. 14 
Geary, S.F., 433-2710, www.gallerypauleanglim.com. 

Gallery Wendi Norris. Leonora Carrington: The Celtic 
Surrealist: One of the few female Surrealists, Car- 
rington’s visionary late-period paintings, gouaches, 


MOBY:, 


and tapestries are put into the context of her Irish 
ancestry in this show on loan from Dublin's Irish 
Museum of Modern Art. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Con- 
tinues through May 31. 161 Jessie, S.F., 346-7812, 
www.gallerywendinorris.com. 

Gauntlet Gallery. All We Want Is Everything: Group 
show featuring Zofia Bogusz, Jason Bryant, Johannah 
O'Donnell, and Jeff Ramirez. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through May 24. 1040 Larkin, S.F., 590- 
2303, www.gauntletgallery.com. 

George Lawson Gallery. Judith Belzer: Paths of Desire: 
Oil paintings envision aerial landscapes that depict 
the interaction of humanity and nature while nearly 
verging on the abstract. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Con- 
tinues through May 31. 315 Potrero, S.F., 703-4400, 
www.georgelawsongallery.com. 

The Great Highway Gallery. Nathan Wirth: A Slice 
of Silence: Long-exposure seascapes and infrared 
photos by the San Francisco native. Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through July 4. nlwirth.com. 3649 
Lawton, S.F., 681-3380, www.thegreathighway.com. 

Gregory Lind Gallery. Christian Maychack: Split States: 
Wall pieces sharing the aesthetics of both painting 
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and sculpture. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through June 7. 49 Geary, S.F., 296-9661, www. 
gregorylindgallery.com. 

Haines Gallery. Mike Henderson: Traces of Places: 
Textured abstract paintings by the Bay Area artist. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through June 28. 
49 Geary, S.F., 397-8114, www.hainesgallery.com. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Marco Maggi: West vs. East: The Uru- 
guyan artist's small, subtle works invite — perhaps 
even require — viewers to stop and take a closer 
look. Starting May 10. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through June 28. 260 Utah, S.F., 495-5454, www. 
hosfeltgallery.com. 

lan Ross Gallery. lan Ross: Spray Paint: Solo show 
celebrating the 1-year anniversary of the local 
street artist's namesake gallery. Mondays-Fridays. 
Continues through May 23. 466 Brannan, S.F., 533- 
5758, www.ianrossgallery.com. 

Intersection for the Arts. Bernie Lubell: Why Can't 
the First Part of the Second Party Be the Second 
Part of the First Party?: With its giant cogs, gears, 
wheels, pulleys, and cranks, this large-scale wooden 
installation invites interactive participation. Tues- 
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days-Saturdays. Continues through June 7. 925 
Mission, S.F., 626-2787, www.theintersection.org. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Romare Bearden: Sto- 
ryteller: Collages, watercolors, prints, and other 
illustrative works by the famed Harlem artist from 
1970s and ‘80s. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through June 21. 464 Sutter, S.F., 677-0770, www. 
jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 

Luna Rienne Gallery. Brian Barneclo: Misinformation: 
The popular muralist presents paintings and a new 
parklet that renders the flow of data and communi- 
cation in the artist's trademark jazzy style. Mondays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through June 16. 3318 
22nd St., S.F., 647-5888, lunarienne.com. 

Main Library, James C. Hormel Gay & Lesbian Center. 
Chicks with Shticks: The Kinsey Sicks and 20 Years 
of Dragapella Activism: This collection of artifacts 
and ephemera — including sheet music, costumes, 
and photographs — chronicles the satirical drag 
ensemble’s two-decade musical career. Through July 
12. 100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4400, sfpl.org. 

Main Library, Jewett Gallery. Forbidden City, USA: 
Chinese American Nightclubs, 1936-1970: Revisit 
the stage spectacles and social scenes of long-lost 
Chinatown nightclubs in this exhibit of photographs, 
programs, postcards, menus, and memorabilia 
curated by Arthur Dong. Through July 6. 100 Larkin, 
S.F., 557-4277, www.sfpl.org. 

Main Library, Skylight Gallery. You Don’t Say! Word- 
less Cartoons from the Schmulowitz Collection of 
Wit & Humor: Fun without punchlines via published 
cartoons and comics from the 19th century through 
today. Through May 31. 100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4277, 
www.sfpl.org. 

Modern Eden. Brianna Angelakis: Fairy Tales - The Test 
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of Time: Girls from archetypal childhood stories find 
themselves in more modern milieux in this series 
of paintings that combine fantasy with realism. 
Starting May 10. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through June 7. On Beauty: International group 
show of pulchritudinous paintworks. Starting May 10. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through June 7. 403 
Francisco, S.F., 956-3303, www.moderneden.com. 

Modernbook Gallery. Maia Flore: Sleep Elevations: 
Photographs imagine dreamers taking flight. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through June 28. 49 
Geary, S.F., 732-0300, www.modernbook.com. 

Modernism. Mark Stock: Lives of the Butlers: 14 new 
trompe l'oeil tableaux revisit the title character from 
the late painter's most popular work, The Butler's 
in Love - Absinthe (which celebrates its 25th anni- 
versary this year), and others. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through June 21.685 Market, S.F., 541-0461, 
www.modernisminc.com. 

Park Life. Hilary Pecis: Crash: The artist presents 
collages that deconstruct and recombine stock 
photos of cars mangled in NASCAR races as though 
grasping to control the chaos, but instead multiplying 
it exponentially. Through May 18, 6 p.m. Free. 220 
Clement, S.F., 386-7275, www.parklifestore.com. 

RayKo Photo Center. Sarina Finkelstein: The New For- 
ty-Niners: Searching for gold in them thar California 
hills didn't end in the 19th century, as evidenced 
by these photo portraits of rugged and scruffy 
modern-day prospectors. Starting May 8. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through June 21. Occupy 
Your Imagination: Group show featuring works by 
De Anza College photography students. Starting 
May 8. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through June 
21. Jenny Riffle: Scavenger - Adventures in Treasure 
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A treasure hunt conjures images of adventure, thrills, and pirates who look 
like Johnny Depp. Reality is a bit bleaker: empty sluices and empty stomachs, 
“fill-in-the-blank or bust” most often ending in the latter. Sarina Finkelstein 
spent four years photographing modern-day prospectors for her series The 
New Forty-Niners. As grizzled, desperate, and dejected-looking as their pre- 
decessors, they bet it all on the hope of striking it rich, panning for gold in the 
Angeles and Klamath national forests in Southern and Northern California, 
respectively. In her photos, they gaze abjectly at the camera, waiting for their 
luck to change. Then there’s Riley, raised on a diet of Mark Twain, always gaz- 
ing off to the horizon. A punk with a metal detector and a day job, he combs 
for bent spoons and single earrings tailed by photographer Jenny Riffle — 
Sancho Panza to his Don Quixote — chronicling his quest in Scavenger: Ad- 
ventures in Treasure Hunting. For Riley it’s a hobby, but one in which he 
appears to find no joy, driven by unknown forces to unearth seemingly worth- 
less relics. But they might be treasures. The two solo shows complement each 
other perfectly, the circumstances of the photographers’ subjects differing but 
sharing a common theme: not treasure, but bleak desperation. 

Scavenger and The New Forty-Niners start at 6 p.m. and continue 
through June 21 at RayKo Photo Center, 428 Third St., S.F. Free; call 
495-3773 or visit raykophotocenter.com. Michael Singman-Aste 
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Hunting: Photographs follow a punky protagonist on 
his continuing search for small buried treasures. 
Starting May 8. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
June 21. jennyriffle.com. 428 Third St., S.F., 495-3773, 
www.raykophoto.com. 

The Reclaimed Room at Building REsources. Be- 
neath the Surface: A half-dozen artists unearth 
unique environmental artifacts, including bicycle 
sculptures, paintings, installations, and video. 
Through May 27. 701 Amador St., S.F., 285-7814, www. 
reclaimedroom.com. 

Robert Koch Gallery. Bruce Davidson: Time of Change: 
1961-1965: A powerful photography exhibit that cap- 
tures the struggles of African-Americans during the 
height of the Civil Rights Movement. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through June 28. 49 Geary, S.F., 
421-0122, www.kochgallery.com. 

Robert Tat Gallery. David Sokosh: American Tintypes: 
Antique subjects photographed the old-fashioned 
way. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through May 31. 
49 Geary, Ste. 410, S.F., 781-1122, www.roberttat.com. 

Root Division. New Growth 2014: City of Creativity: 
Showcase of work by students in Root Division's 
Youth Education Program. Through May 12. 3175 17th 
St., S.F., 863-7668, www.rootdivision.org. 

San Francisco Art Institute. Wrong’s What | Do Best: 
Hesse McGraw and Aaron Spangler curated this 
group show in which the artists attempt to transcend 
binary concepts of right and wrong, good and bad, 
success and failure. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through July 26. sfai.edu/wrong. 800 Chestnut, S.F., 
771-7020, www.sfai.edu. 

San Francisco Arts Commission Window Installation 
Site. Alexander Cheves: | wouldn't have called any- 
how: Large-scale cut wood forms create a geometri- 
cally dreamlike allegory for fear. May 9-Aug. 30. 155 
Grove, S.F., 554-6080, www.sfartscommission.org. 

San Francisco LGBT Community Center. The Queer 
Ancestors Project: Showcase featuring prints and 
portraits of LGBT heroes by queer artists between 
the ages of 18-26 years old. Through May 16. queer- 
ancestorsproject.org. 1800 Market, S.F., 865-5555, 
www.sfcenter.org. 

San Francisco Main Library. The Black Woman Is God: 
This condensed version of the large group show that 
ran at the African American Art and Culture Complex 
in 2013 includes works by Sydney “Sage” Cain, Tarika 
Lewis, Ajuan Mance, Karen Seneferu, and Malik 
Seneferu. Through May 15. See/Saw: Mixed media 
artworks by Maia Scott draw attention to the act of 
seeing — or, as in the case of the visually impaired 
artist herself, not. Through May 22. Pretty in Ink: 
North American Women Cartoonists 1896-2013: Comic 
books, original artworks, photos, and other forms of 
memorabilia honor the overlooked contributions of 
female cartoonists during the past century. Through 
June 5. 100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4400, www.sfpl.org. 

Sandra Lee Gallery. Jungsan Senim: Mixed media works 
inspired by Buddhist concepts. Mondays-Saturdays. 
Continues through May 29. 251 Post, S.F., 291-8000, 
www.sandraleegallery.com. 

Scott Nichols Gallery. Vivian Maier: Out of the Shadows: 
Chicago street photography, silhouette self-portraits, 
and other black-and-white snapshots from the 
enigmatic nanny-turned-artist. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through June 14. Free. 49 Geary, S.F., 788- 
4641, www.scottnicholsgallery.com. 
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SF Camerawork. Jaimie Warren: Solo show featuring 
the 2014 winner of the Baum Award for an Emerging 
American Photographer. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through June 21. 657 Mission, S.F., 512- 
2020, www.sfcamerawork.org. 

SFMOMA Artists Gallery (Fort Mason, Bldg. A). 21st 
Annual Artists Warehouse Sale: Fundraising art sale 
featuring work by 300 regional artists. Wed., May 7, 
6-9 p.m.; May 8-11, noon. 2 Marina Boulevard, S.F., 
441-4777, www.sfmoma.org. 

Shooting Gallery. John Felix Arnold Ill: Pilgrimage: The 
Oakland artist envisions “The World of Unstoppable 
Tomorrow” in a series of apocalyptic works. Starting 
May 10. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through June 
7. felixthethirdrock.com. 886 Geary, S.F., 931-1500, 
www.shootinggallerysf.com. 

SOMArts Cultural Center. Eating Cultures: Food-in- 
spired group show co-presented by the Asian 
American Women Artists Association and Asian 
Pacific Islander Cultural Center. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 
6 p.m. Continues through May 30. Free. aawaa.net. 
934 Brannan, S.F., 863-1414, www.somarts.org. 

Spoke Art Gallery. Paper Cuts: Group show of inter- 
national paper cut artists. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through May 24. 816 Sutter, S.F., www. 
spoke-art.com. 

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church. Garry Bowden: Souls 
of San Francisco: Photo portraits of everyday city 
residents. Through June 30. soulsofsanfrancisco.com. 
2097 Turk, S.F., 567-1855, www.saintcyprianssf.org. 

Steven Wolf Fine Arts. Anne McGuire & Karla Mi- 
losevich: Sinne Spegel: The artists superimpose 
themselves onto Ingmar Bergman's Persona to create 
a cryptic new version of the Swedish auteur’s film. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through June 14. 
2747 19th St., S.F., 263-3677, www.stevenwolffinearts. 
com/gallery.asp. 

Thomas Reynolds Gallery. Ken Auster: Marin Revisited: 
Landscapes and more by the plein air oil painter. 
Starting May 9. Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through June 21. 2291 Pine, S.F., 441-4093, www. 
thomasreynolds.com. 

Traywick Contemporary. Samantha Fields: Halcyon: 
Acrylic paintings of fleeting moments and transient 
happenings. Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
May 24. 895 Colusa, Berkeley, 510-527-1214, www. 
traywick.com. 

USF Campus, Thacher Gallery. From Here: The 15th 
Thacher Art + Architecture Annual: Juried exhibition 
of works by USF Department of Art + Architecture 
students. Through July 6. 2130 Fulton, S.F., 422-2044, 
www.usfca.edu/library/thacher. 

White Walls Gallery. Alphabet Show: Every Letter 
Counts: Group exhibit brought to you by the letters 
A through z. Starting May 10. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through June 7. 886 Geary, S.F., 931-1500, 
www.whitewallssf.com. 

Wonderland SF Gallery & Boutique. Guillermo San- 
chez & Rafael Saenz: (f)ART: The latest show from 
the satirically poopy art duo. Through May 9. 2929 
24th St., S.F., 641-4600, www.wonderlandsf.com. 


CABARET AND DRAG 


A Delicious 20th Anniversary Tribute to Serial Mom: 
Peaches Christ celebrates John Waters’ idea of a 
“family film’ in the best way she knows how — witha 


Randy and Jason Sklar, known collectively as The Sklar Brothers, are bril- 
liant when it comes to combining sports, comedy, and the kind of telepathy of 
which only twins are truly capable. When the brothers — identical twins — 
perform stand-up, or when they're on their popular long-running podcast Sk- 
larboro Country, the brothers riff off one another at lightning speed. They 
seem to share a brain, and fortunately, it’s a pretty decent brain that’s great at 
constructing jokes and humorous stories. Their knowledge of sports is rivaled 
by their knowledge of pop culture, and these subjects help make their comedy, 
which seems to take place in their minds 50 percent of the time, very relat- 
able. To watch the brothers communicate on stage is fascinating and funny. 

The Sklar Brothers perform at 8 p.m. and 10:15 p.m. at Cobb’s Com- 
edy Club, 915 Columbus Ave., S.F. Tickets are $23.50; call 928-4320 or 
visit cobbscomedyclub.com. Emilie Mutert 
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pre-screening drag show featuring D'Arcy Drollinger 
as ‘’Serial Queen,” plus special guest Ricki Lake live in 
person. Sat., May 10, 8 p.m., $35-$90, peacheschrist. 
com. The Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, S.F., 621-6120, 
www.castrotheatre.com. 

Aries Trasvesti Show: Tuesdays, 11:30 p.m., $5, 
facebook.com/ariestrasvesti.show. Balancoire, 
2565 Mission, S.F., 920-0577, www.balancoiresf.com. 

Broadway: A Les Miserables Time: The Rice Rockettes 
present a night of showtunes to benefit the API Pride 
Council, with a special guest performance by Holy 
McGrail. Thu., May 8, 10 p.m., $5, facebook.com/ 
ricerockettes. Lookout, 3600 16th St., S.F., 703-9751, 
www.lookoutsf.com. 

Cocktailgate: Hosted by Suppositori Spelling. Sundays, 
9 p.m. Truck, 1900 Folsom, S.F., 252-0306, www. 
trucksf.com. 

Christy Cruse: Sundays, 9 p.m., free. Aunt Charlie's 
Lounge, 133 Turk, S.F., 441-2922, www.auntchar- 
lieslounge.com. 

The GlamaZone: With Pollo Del Mar and guests. 
Sundays, 8:30 p.m., $3. The Cafe, 2369 Market, S.F., 


621-4434, www.cafesf.com. 

I Was a Teenage Zombie Prom: AIDS LifeCycle benefit 
party featuring burlesque and drag performances 
by Ana PocaLips, Johnny Rockitt, Rita Dambook, 
Florence Frightengale, Pristine Condition, Jeffrey 
Pressley, and more. Sat., May 10, 9 p.m., $10. El 
Rio, 3158 Mission, S.F., 282-3325, www.elriosf.com. 

Mahogany Mondays: With Honey Mahogany and guests. 
Mondays, 9 p.m., free. Midnight Sun, 4067 18th St., 
S.F., 861-4186, www.midnightsunsf.com. 

Chicks with Shticks: The Kinsey Sicks and 20 Years 
of Dragapella Activism: This collection of artifacts 
and ephemera — including sheet music, costumes, 
and photographs — chronicles the satirical drag 
ensemble’s two-decade musical career. Through 
July 12. Main Library, James C. Hormel Gay & Lesbian 
Center, 100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4400, sfpl.org. 

Meow Mix: A weekly cabaret show hosted by Ferosha 
Titties, with rotating co-hosts and DJs. Tuesdays, 11 
p.m., $3-$5. The Stud, 399 Ninth St., S.F., 863-6623, 
www.studsf.com. 

The Monster Show: Thematic weekly drag perfor- 
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mances with Cookie Dough, DJ MC2, and guests. 
Thursdays, 10 p.m., $5, cookievision.com. The Edge, 
4149 18th St., S.F., 863-4027, www.edgesf.com. 

Pearls Over Shanghai: The Cockettes Musical: You 
can't keep a good Cockette down, so the Thrillped- 
dlers are bringing back this raucous drag mock-opera 
— previously described by SF Weekly's Chris Jensen 
as “The Mikado by way of Ziggy Stardust, with alittle 
John Waters thrown in to keep the audience from get- 
ting too comfortable” — for the fifth anniversary of 
its original 2009 revival. Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. 
Continues through May 31, $30-$35, thrillpeddlers. 
com. The Hypnodrome, 575 10th St., S.F., 377-4202, 
www.thrillpeddiers.com. 

Perfect Day: The 11th Annual Cabaret to Fight AIDS: 
AIDS/LifeCycle benefit with Donna Sachet, Sean 
Ray, and many more. Mon., May 12, 8 p.m., $35-$50, 
cabaray.yolasite.com. Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 222 
Mason, S.F., 394-1111. 

Piano Bar 101: Open mic cabaret with Joe Collins 
Wicht, Trauma Flintstone’s piano-playing alter ego. 
Mondays, 9 p.m., free. Martuni’s, 4 Valencia, S.F., 
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241-0205, martunis.ypguides.net. 

Some Thing: Art drag night with craft table. Fridays, 
$5. The Stud, 399 Ninth St., S.F., 863-6623, www. 
studsf.com. 

Sunday’s a Drag: Brunch & drag revue with Donna 
Sachet. Sundays, 11 a.m. & 1:30 p.m., $44.95. Harry 
Denton’s Starlight Room, 450 Powell, S.F., 395-8595, 
www.harrydenton.com. 


COMEDY 


Asian Pacific American Comedy at PPM: Asian 
Pacific American Heritage Month celebration with 
Josef Anolin, Lilybeth Helson, Justin Lucus, and Molly 
Sokhom. Sat., May 10, 7:30 p.m., $15. Pacific Pinball 
Museum, 1510 Webster, Alameda, 510-769-1349, www. 
pacificpinball.org. 

Bad Movie Night: Cutthroat Island: Hosts Jim Four- 
niadis, Maura Sipila, and Alexia Staniotes prepare 
their cutlasses for a viewing of the Geena Davis 
pirate flick that singlehandedly put its production 
company out of business. Sun., May 11, 8 p.m., $6.99. 
Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, S.F., 401-7987, 
www.darkroomsf.com. 

Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ 
local comedy showcase. Saturdays, 8 p.m., $15, 
brownpapertickets.com/event/559273. The Phoenix 
Theatre, 414 Mason, S.F., 989-0023, www.phoe- 
nixtheatresf.org. 

Bun in the Oven: An all-female comedy show to benefit 
pregnant homeless women. Sat., May 10, 6-8 p.m., 
$10 suggested donation. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., 
S.F., www.mutinyradio.fm. 

The Business: A Comedy Show: Featuring Sean Keane, 
Bucky Sinister, Caitlin Gill, Nato Green, and guests. 
Wednesdays, 8 p.m., $5, thebusinesscomedy.com. 
Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, S.F., 401-7987, 
www.darkroomsf.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen and Eloisa Bravo offer 
comedians (and audiences) a chance to unburden 
their minds at this monthly night of stand-up. Second 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy. 
com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, 
www.sheltontheater.com. 

Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. 
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SAT 5/10 


Film Screening 


MEOW MEOW MEOW 


The first Internet Cat Video Festival was proposed as a joke by a young pro- 
gram associate at Minneapolis’ Walker Art Center. The event drew over 
10,000 fans. Today, 6,000 are expected to gather at the Great Wall of Oakland 
for a screening of Walker’s 2013 program during the OakCatVidFest, which 
includes a full day of live music, crafts, SPCA adoptions, and aerial dance du- 
ets by Bandaloop. But, perhaps, a family-friendly carnival where everyone is 
painted up like Grumpy Cat, wearing Henri, le Chat Noir T-shirts, and hum- 
ming the relentlessly chipper Nyan Cat theme song is not your idea of fun. 
Since 15 percent of all Internet traffic is delivered on paddy paws, there are 
bound to be outliers. The San Francisco Intergalactic Feline Film and 
Video Festival for Humans is for you. Focusing on new directors, emerging 
stars, and adult cocktails, SFIFFVFH offers discerning kitty-cinema connois- 
seurs original content, as well as a historic look at cat movies, including Maya 
Deren’s seminal 1944 reflection on her pets’ offspring. Lil Bub, the eternal kit- 
ten with the big tongue, will be on hand to deliver her inaugural award. 

SFIFFVFH runs noon-8 p.m. at the Roxie, 3117 16th St., S.F. Tickets 
are $10-$25; call 863-1087 or visit thefirstannual.com. Silke Tudor 


Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, S.F., 387-6343, 
www.neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. Thurs- 
days, 7 p.m., free. BrainWash Cafe & Laundromat, 
1122 Folsom, S.F., 861-3663, www.brainwash.com. 

Comet Club Comedy: Your free weekly chance to 
laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). Thursdays, 8:30 
p.m., free. Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, S.F., 567-5589. 

Cup o’ Comedy: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
guests. Second and Fourth Thursday of every month, 
7p.m., free, dannydechi.com. Emma's Coffeehouse, 
5549 Geary St., S.F., 933-6632. 

Darryl Lenox: May 9-10, $20-$22. Punch Line, 444 Bat- 
tery, S.F., 397-7573, www.punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the Un- 





Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 p.m., $15, 
un-scripted.com. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, 
S.F., www.un-scripted.com. 

Demetri Martin: Thu., May 8, 8 p.m., $35-$47 advance. 
UC Berkeley, Zellerbach Hall, 2430 Bancroft, Berke- 
ley, 510-642-9988, www.calperfs.berkeley.edu. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., S.F., 954-0777, www.john- 
nyfoleys.com. 

Fresh Like Cadaver: Ron Chapman, Matt Lieb, and 
Richard Toomer get comedic revenge upon Night- 
mare on Elm Street 2: Freddy's Revenge at this 
month's edition of the movie-riffing show. Fri., May 
9,8 p.m., $10, facebook.com/FreshLikeCadaver. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Get Yucked Up: With hosts Andrew Holmgren and 
David Gborie. Thursdays, 9 p.m., $5, facebook.com/ 
GetYuckedUp. Rebel, 1760 Market, S.F., 431-4202. 

Godfrey's Reality Check & Talent Extravaganza: A 
wacky talent showcase with host Meredith Godfrey. 
Second Saturday of every month, 8 p.m., free. The 
Hearth, 4701 Geary Blvd., S.F., 751-0200. 

The Good, the Bad, and the Improvised: BATS Improv 
creates a new Western every week based on audience 
suggestions. Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through 
May 31, $17-$20, improv.org. Bayfront Theater, 16 
Marina, S.F., 474-6776. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, S.F., 
431-4278, www.harveyssf.com. 

H#Hashtag: Food carts and free comedy with hosts 
Andrew Holmgren and Justin Gomes. Fridays, 9 p.m., 
free. SOMA StrEat Food Park, 428 11th St., S.F., www. 
somastreatfoodpark.com. 

Hey Gurl!: With Nico Santos, Joe Dosch, Ronn Vigh, 
Marcella Arguello, Colleen Watson, Caitlin Gill, and 
Natasha Muse. Tue., May 13, 8 p.m., $16. Punch Line, 
444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www.punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

I'll Leave You With This: A night of nothing but closing 
jokes by Eloisa Bravo, Joey Devine, Jason Dove, David 
Gborie, Walker Glenn, Jesse Hett, Sean Keane, Matt 
Lieb, and Gabby Poccia. Sun., May 11, 8 p.m., $10. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
www.oaklandlayover.com. 

LOL Mondays: With rotating hosts Valerie Branch, 
Andrew Orolfo, Sandra Risser, and Tuesday Thomas. 
Mondays, 7 p.m., free, facebook.com/LolAtOmg. OMG, 
43 Sixth St., S.F., 896-6374, www.clubomgsf.com. 

Lovebirds: Marga Gomez solo performance directed 
by David Schweizer. Starting May 10, Saturdays, 
8:30 p.m.; Fridays, 8 p.m. Continues through May 
31, $20-$100, margagomez.com. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, S.F., 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Milkin’ It: With Jules Posner. Tuesdays, 8 p.m.., free. Milk 
Bar, 1840 Haight, S.F., 387-6455, www.milksf.com. 
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The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Matt Louv, and Kate 
Willett. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, missionpositionlive. 
com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643- 
3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Monday Happy Hour Comedy: Cara Tramontano 
hosts this free monthly stand-up showcase. Second 
Monday of every month, 7 p.m., free/donation, 
mondayhappyhourcomedy.com. The Royale, 800 
Post, S.F., 441-4099, www.theroyalesf.com. 

Monty Python's Holy Grail: Live!: Snooty Frenchmen, 
deadly attack rabbits, holy hand grenades, and other 
staples of the legendary British comedy film make 
the leap from the screen to the stage — in some 
form or other — for eight nights of none-too-serious 
theater. Starting May 9, Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m. 
Continues through May 31, $20. Dark Room Theater, 
2263 Mission, S.F., 401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Mortified: Storytelling series where authors perform 
works from their own teenage journals, poems, 
schoolwork, and other embarrassing youth para- 
phernalia. Second Friday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
$14-$21, getmortified.com. DNA Lounge, 375 tith St., 
S.F., 626-1409, www.dnalounge.com. 

Move Along! Nothing to See Here!: Free comedy show 
with host Joey Devine. Mondays, 7:30-10 p.m., free. 
The Night Light, 311 Broadway, Oakland, 510-282-1413. 

The Muffin Men Present...: Feel Woods and Papp 
Johnson bring the comedy like George Benson — “On 
Broadway,” that is — with guests Dro, Kevin Munroe, 
Brandon Stokes, and Emily Van Dyke. Wed., May 7, 
8 p.m., free. Sip Bar & Lounge, 787 Broadway, S.F., 
699-6545, www.siploungesf.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (Ryan Cronin, Joe Nguyen, Adam 
McLaughlin, Red Scott, and Jeff Reitman) plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeonmars. 
com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., S.F., 693-9588. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and alive audience. 
Fridays, 8-11 p.m. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., S.F., 
www.mutinyradio.fm. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $16-$26. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 
383-9600, www.142throckmortontheatre.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Cellar Dwellers: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 8:15 p.m.; Fridays, Saturdays, 7:30 
p.m., $5-$10, (415) 921-2051, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, S.F., 
www.kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: New Talent Showcase: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, S.F., www.kellsirish.com. 

Royale with Cheese: Hosted by Nick Palm. First 
Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., free. The Royale, 
800 Post, S.F., 441-4099, www.theroyalesf.com. 

Russell Howard: Wonderbox: One night only with the 
wildly popular British comedian. Thu., May 8, 8 p.m., 
$25. Punch Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www. 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisational 
theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17 advance, 
improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 
433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

Session: A Jazz & Comedy Jam: Featuring comedians 
Mary Van Note, Johnny Taylor, lvan Hernandez, and 
Keith Lowell Jensen. Wed., May 7, 8 p.m., $15. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www.punchline- 
comedyclub.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch Line, 
444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www.punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

The Sklar Brothers: The identical twin comics come 
to town hot on the heels of their new Netflix special. 
May 9-10, $23.50. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, 
S.F., 928-4320, www.cobbscomedy.com. 

Slanted Comedy: Asian comedy showcase. Thu., May 
8, 8 p.m., $15. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, 
S.F., 928-4320, www.cobbscomedy.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines followed 
by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 6:30 
p.m., free, facebook.com/SylvanProductions. Stork 
Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, www. 
storkcluboakland.com. 

Wednesday Hump Nite: Open mic comedy show hosted 
by Rick Fletcher with guest comics from Mutiny Radio. 
Sign up starts at 5:30 p.m. Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m. S.F. 
Eagle, 398 12th St., S.F., 626-0880, www.sf-eagle.com. 

Xander Deveaux & Friends: With George Chen, David 
Gborie, Kevin O'Shea, and Jessica Sele. Wed., May 7, 
8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 


643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Yo Mama’s Comedy Allstars: Mother's Day yuks. Sun., 
May 11, 7:30 p.m., $12.50. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 
Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, www.cobbscomedy.com. 


DANCE - 
PERFORMANCES 

Alma Esperanza Cunningham Movement: She 
Went: Excerpts from a developing work, with guests 
Rosemary Hannon and Kate Scarlett. May 7-8, 8 
p.m., $10. The Garage, 715 Bryant, S.F., 885-4006, 
www./15bryant.org. 

Dance of the World: DancEsteem's 17th annual youth 
performance featuring traditional international dance 
styles, contemporary dance, ballet, and more. Sat., 
May 10, 6:30 p.m.; Sun., May 11, 3:30 p.m., $10-$15, 
mobudancestudio.com. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 
Lyon, S.F., 567-6642, www.palaceoffinearts.org. 

Katharine Hawthorne: The Escapement: The young 
choreographer presents a “danced history of time- 
keeping,” an evening-length ensemble work about 
the effect that clocks have upon our chronological 
perceptions. May 9-10, 8 p.m., $15-$25. Joe Goode An- 
nex, 401 Alabama, S.F., 561-6565, www.joegoode.org. 

Mision Flamenca: Monthly live flamenco music and 
dance performances. Second Saturday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., facebook.com/mision.flamenca. 
Bissap Baobab, 3372 19th St., S.F., 826-9287, www. 
bissapbaobab.com. 

Sarah Bush Dance Project: Rocked by Women: 
The contemporary dance troupe pays tribute to 
inspirational feminists. Fri., May 9, 8 p.m.; Sat., 
May 10, 8 p.m.; Sun., May 11, 4 & 7 p.m., $18-$50, 
sarahbushdance.com/rocked-by-women. Dance 
Mission Theater, 3316 24th St., S.F., 273-4633, www. 
dancemission.com. 

S.F. Ballet: Program 7: A triple bill featuring the world 
premiere of Hummingbird by Liam Scarlett — the 
young Artist in Residence at London's Royal Ballet 
— plus Helgi Tomasson’s The Fifth Season and Serge 
Lifar’s Suite en Blanc. Thu., May 8, 8 p.m.; Sat., May 
10, 2 & 8 p.m., $21-$327, sfballet.org. War Memorial 
Opera House, 301 Van Ness, S.F., 864-3330, www. 
sfwmpac.org. 


SAT 5/10 


Dance 


DRYHEAVE 


Odds are, if you make art in this 
town, you are obsessed with 
money and how to get more of it. 
Dance, which juices every particle 
of the human from the rind of the 
body, demands everything from 
its practitioners, who, masochists 
all, are accustomed to expect little 
more than love for their labors. Liz 
Tenuto, whose fearless wit ex- 
tends to mockery of the awards 
and funding machinery that keeps 
the city whirling and high-kicking 
in frenetic denial of the inherent 
tragedy of the genre, presents In 
the Velvet: A Full Bodied Dry 
Heave Set to Music for one 
night only. Six performers plot a 
heist to salvage themselves from 
the savage nature of the artist’s 
life. Tenuto attacks the prostitu- 
tion of performers and charges 
theaters with exploitation, mak- 
ing a stand for free expression in a 
private nightclub in the Mission. 
Liz Tenuto presents In the Vel- 
vet: A Full Bodied Dry Heave Set 
to Music at 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. 
at the Pussycat Lounge, 2389 
Mission St., S.E Tickets are $20; 
visit liztenuto.wordpress.com. 
Irene Hsiao 
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TUE 5/13 


Film Screening 


BABY MAKERS 


People in the Bay Area love the 
snappy rejoinder, “There’s an app 
for that.” The phrase dazzles with 
its simplicity, and speaks to how 
many first world problems — 
catching a cab, finding the bus, or- 
dering 

Chinese food at 3 a.m.— can be 
solved with the click of an icon. But 
when your “app” involves using an- 
other person, things can get alot 
more complicated. Breeders: A 
Subclass of Women? shows just 
how ethically challenging hiring 
someone can be. The documentary 
explores the growing practice of 
pregnancy surrogacy, where a 
woman carries a child in her womb 
for someone else, and then gives 
the baby away once it’s born. This 
can be a savior for parents who oth- 
erwise couldn't conceive, but is also 
used by wealthy families who find 
pregnancy an inconvenience in to- 
day’s image-conscious world. Breed- 
ers is not a polemic against the idea, 
but it does raise important ques- 
tions. Delivering a baby, as the film 
shows, involves a much larger emo- 
tional investment than delivering 
Chinese food. Sometimes there re- 
ally isn’t an app for that. 

Breeders: a Subclass of Wom- 
en? starts at 7.p.m. at the Roxie 
Theater oll7 16th st. 5. 
Tickets are $10; call 863-1087 
or visit roxie.com. Devin Holt 


S.F. Ballet: Program 8: The SFB bids adieu to its 2014 
season by revisiting 20th century works by George 
Balanchine (Agonand Brahms-Schoenberg Quartet) 
and Jerome Robbins (Glass Pieces). Wed., May 7, 
7:30 p.m.; Fri., May 9, 8 p.m.; Sun., May 11, 2 p.m., 
$21-$327, sfballet.org. War Memorial Opera House, 
301 Van Ness, S.F., 864-3330, www.sfwmpac.org. 

Smuin Ballet: XXcentric: Smuin's 20th season comes 
to a close with world premieres of Amy Seiwert's But 
Now | Must Rest and Val Caniparoli’s Tutto Eccetto 
il Lavandino (Everything But the Kitchen Sink), 
plus a restaging of Michael Smuin's own Dancin’ 
with Gershwin. Through May 10, 8 p.m.; Through 
May 11, 2 p.m., $24-$64, smuinballet.org/xxcentric. 
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 701 Mission, S.F., 
978-2787, www.ybca.org. 

Summation Dance & The Thick Rich Ones: Three: 
Summation Dance's Sumi Clements brings the 
NYC company to her native city of San Francisco 
to premiere two new works: Hunt and Updating 
Route, Please Standby. Oakland's Thick Rich Ones 
also premiere their own Typeface. May 9-10, 8 p.m., 
$15-$25. Z Space Studio, 450 Florida, S.F., 626-0453, 
WWW.Zspace.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


12th Annual Berkeley Poetry Festival: Veteran 
jazz/blues poet Avotcja is honored with a Lifetime 
Achievement Award at this year’s event, with MK 
Chavez hosting readings by Nusaibah Coleman, 
Nanette Bradley Deetz, Aya de Leon, Jezebel Delilah 
X, Tim Donnelly, Michael Hartman, Maisha Johnson, 
Rosa Lane, Baruch Porras-Hernandez, Arisa White, 
and more. Sat., May 10, 1-4:30 p.m., free. Berkeley City 
College, 2050 Center St., Berkeley, 510-981-2800, 
www.berkeleycitycollege.edu. 

Ana Castillo: Book release party for the Chicana 
author's first new novel in six years, Give It to Me. 
Wed., May 7, 7 p.m., free. Modern Times Bookstore, 
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2919 24th St., S.F, 282-9246, www.moderntimes- 
bookstore.com. 

Andrew Sean Greer: A woman hopscotches across 
alternate histories and timelines in The Impossible 
Lives of Greta Wells, the latest novel by the author 
of The Confessions of Max Tivoli. Thu., May 8, 6 
p.m., free. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, 
S.F., 835-1020, www.bookpassage.com. 

David Grossman: The novelist discusses Falling Out of 
Time with Peter Orner. Fri., May 9, 7 p.m., $25-$35. 
Jewish Community Center of San Francisco, 3200 
California, S.F., 292-1200, www.jccsf.org. 

Fireside: Animal Encounters: A night of storytelling 
with Lori Ayers, Craig McLaughlin, Scott Sanders, 
and more. Wed., May 7, $10, firesidestorytelling.com. 
Jellyfish Gallery, 1286 Folsom, S.F., N/A. 

From the Mission to the ‘Burg: Erstwhile San Francisco 
writers Robert Anasi and Bradley Spinelli return from 
NYC to share their books about America’s most (in) 
famous hipster enclave: Anasi’s The Last Bohemia: 
Scenes from the Life of Williamsburg, Brooklyn and 
Spinelli’s Killing Williamsburg. Fri., May 9, 7 p.m., free. 
Alley Cat Books, 3036 24th St., S.F., 824-1761, www. 
facebook.com/alleycatbooks. 

Great Weather for Media & Friends: Richard Loranger 
hosts poetry readings and spoken word by George 
Wallace, Kit Kennedy, Alexandra Naughton, Ken 
Saffran, and Tom Stolmar. Sun., May 11, 5 p.m., $5 
donation. The Art House Gallery, 2905 Shattuck 
Ave., Berkeley, 510-482-3336, berkeleyarthouse. 
wordpress.com. 

Kathryn Ma: Launch party for the author's debut novel, 
The Year She Left Us, in which a San Francisco-raised 
Chinese-American adoptee struggles with issues 
of family and identity. Tue., May 13, 7:30 p.m., free. 
The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, S.F., 863-8688, www. 
booksmith.com. 

Kim Bancroft: In a unique presentation combining 
literature, history, and heredity in one semi-theatrical 
package, Kim Bancroft recalls her great-great-grand- 
father — H.H. Bancroft, namesake of the Bancroft 
Library at UC Berkeley and author of Literary Indus- 
tries: Chasing a Vanishing West — by portraying his 
wife (and Kim's great-great-grandmother) Matilda, 
providing a woman's perspective on her family’s 
significant cultural legacy. Thu., May 8, 6 p.m., 
$10-$20. Mechanics’ Institute Library, 57 Post, S.F., 
393-0100, www.milibrary.org. 

Left Coast Writers: Monthly readings by members 
of the LCW literary community. Second Monday of 
every month, 6 p.m., free, leftcoastwriters.com. Book 
Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, S.F., 835-1020, www. 
bookpassage.com. 

Lip Service West: Unvarnished stories by Kyrsten 
Bean, Joe Clifford, David Corbett, Daphne Gottlieb, 
Tom Pitts, and Bucky Sinister. Fri., May 9, 7:30 p.m., 
free, lipservicewest.com. Pegasus Books Downtown, 
2349 Shattuck, Berkeley, 510-649-1320, www. 
pegasusbookstore.com. 

Litquake’s Epicenter: Book launch for Kaui Hart 
Hemmings’ new novel, The Possibilities, with Michelle 
Richmond joining the author in conversation. Tue., 
May 13, 7 p.m., $5-$10 suggested donation, litquake. 
org. Hotel Rex, 562 Sutter, S.F., 433-4434. 


TUE 5/13 


Circus Music 


Mark Abramson: The local writer recalls his time as a 
Castro bartender in For My Brothers. Thu., May 8, 
7:30 p.m., free. Books Inc./Castro, 2275 Market, S.F., 
864-6777, www.booksinc.net. 

Michael Cunningham: The Pulitzer Prize-winning writer 
of The Hours returns with his newest work, The Snow 
Queen. Fri., May 9, 7:30 p.m., free. Books Inc./Castro, 
2275 Market, S.F., 864-6777, www.booksinc.net. 

Paxton Gate Storyhour: Readings of chosen books 
for children. Thursdays, noon, free. Paxton Gate's 
Curiosities for Kids, 766 Valencia, S.F., 252-9990, 
www.paxtongate.com. 

Philadelphia to San Francisco: Readings by Pew 
Fellowship poets Emily Abendroth, Sueyeun Juliette 
Lee, Jenn McCreary, and Frank Sherlock. Thu., May 8, 
4:30 p.m., free. SFSU Poetry Center, 1600 Holloway, 
S.F., 338-2227, www.sfsu.edu/~poetry. 

San Francisco State Graduate Reading: Grad students 
from the SFSU Writing Program present excerpts 
from their works. Mon., May 12, 7 p.m., free. Green 
Apple Books, 506 Clement, S.F., 387-2272, www. 
greenapplebooks.com. 

Sunset Book Group: Reading club. First Wednesday of 
every month, 7 p.m., free. Sunset Branch Library, 1305 
18th Ave., S.F., 753-7130, www.sfpl.org. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings. 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, 
Building C, Fort Mason Center, S.F., 771-1076, www. 
friendssfpl.org/?Readers_FM. 

Voz Sin Tinta: Bilingual poetry night featuring Leon 
Salvatierra, Betty Serra, Migueltzinta Cah Mai Solis 
Pino, and Andrew Jepsen. Thu., May 8, 6:30 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/vozsintinta. Alley Cat Books, 
3036 24th St., S.F, 824-1761, www.facebook.com/ 
alleycatbooks. 

Wild Girls Mother + Daughter Book Club: Second 
Sunday of every month, 1 p.m., free. Books Inc./ 
Laurel Village, 3515 California, S.F., 221-3666, www. 
booksinc.net. 

Wise Latinas: Writers on Higher Education: Anthology 
launch party with contributors Ingrid Rojas Contreras, 
Yalitza Ferreras, Erika Martinez, and Blanca Torres. 
Thu., May 8, 7 p.m., free. Modern Times Bookstore, 
2919 24th St., S.F., 282-9246, www.moderntimes- 
bookstore.com. 

Writers with Drinks: Ariel Gore, Bich Minh Nguyen, 
Baruch Porras-Hernandez, Juliette Wade, and David 
Winter read at this month's literary benefit for the 
Center for Sex & Culture. Sat., May 10, 7:30 p.m., $5- 
$10, writerswithdrinks.com. Make-Out Room, 3225 
22nd St., S.F., 647-2888, www.makeoutroom.com. 

Youth Speaks Teen Poetry Slam: Grand Slam Finals: 
Sat., May 10, 7 p.m., $5-$10, youthspeaks.org. Nourse 
Theatre, 275 Hayes, S.F., 563-2463, www.cityarts. 
net/the-nourse. 

Zyzzyva’s 100th Issue Celebration: One of the coun- 
try’s best literary journals has reached a landmark 
with the publication of its 100th print issue, so it’s 
throwing a party with guests like Michael Krasny, 
Daniel Handler, Po Bronson, and Robert Hass, plus 
a silent auction, food, and drinks. Thu., May 8, 6:30 
p.m., $25-$50, zyzzyva.org. California Historical 
Society Museum, 678 Mission, S.F., 357-1848, www. 
californiahistoricalsociety.org. 


SOUNDS OF SUSPENSE 


At first glance, it might be easy to wonder why the Circus Bella All-Star 
Band is headlining a show in one of the city’s best music venues. After all, 
doesn’t a circus band just play the background music? Well, to put it mildly, 
no, not at all. The band covers the pre-show, intermission, and a wide range of 
acts. The circus might hire a breakdancing juggler, a frisbee-catching dog, or 
an acrobat who stands on her hands to shoot a bow and arrow with her feet — 
no matter which, the band must be ready with an appropriate tune. That 
takes some serious chops. So it’s a fair bet that any circus band can rock the 
house, and a sure thing when it’s led by someone like multi-instrumentalist 
Rob Reich. Reich has been Circus Bella’s composer for years, and plays regu- 
larly as a member of Tin Hat, Gaucho, and The Nice Guy Trio. And since the 
show is a fundraiser for Circus Bella’s 2014 season, expect Reich to bring a few 
clowns, acrobats, and jugglers along to jam on stage. 

The Circus Bella All-Star Band plays at 8 p.m. at Brick and Mortar Mu- 
sic Hall, 1710 Mission St., S.E Tickets are $20-$25; call 800-8782 or visit 
brickandmortarmusic.com. Devin Holt 
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NEW MUSICALS 





By Lily Janiak 


In the theater world, new- 
play festivals tend to be bare-bones 
readings (think stools and music 
stands) of hit-or-miss works. The now- 
in-progress Des Voix Festival, how- 
ever, is, for one evening, more similar 
to anightclub. 

The Bal Littéraire, in which play- 
wright-actors and audiences dance 
onstage together, is the most un- 
usual event in the nearly monthlong 
festival, co-produced by Playwrights 
Foundation, Cutting Ball Theater, 
and Tides Theatre. The Des Voix 
(“of the voices”) Festival is devoted 
to bringing American playwrights 
to Paris, and transporting French 
playwrights to San Francisco. It also 
includes a staged reading series of 
contemporary French plays, a film 
series, and a full production by Cut- 
ting Ball Theater of Samuel Gallet’s 
Communiqué n° 10. 

In the Bal Littéraire, six play- 
wrights, two French (Leonore 
Confino and Riad Gahmi), four 
American (Anthony Clarvoe, Prince 
Gomolvilas, Liz Duffy Adams, and 
Jon Bernson), have 48 hours to 
create a play. They start by making 
a playlist of songs that will make 
audiences want to get up and dance. 
From there, they collectively sculpt 
the broad arc of a story that will 
connect the songs. Then, individual 
playwrights shepherd individual epi- 
sodes into being. 

The first and only other Des Voix 
Festival, in 2012, also featured a Bal 
Littéraire. The French playwright and 
actor Nathalie Fillion, leader of both 
this and the previous San Francisco 
iterations of the model, was part 
of the collective of French theater 
artists (another of whom, helpfully, 
moonlighted as a DJ) who came up 
with the idea eight or nine years ago, 
in response to a problem: lack of in- 
terest in France and its current crop 
of playwrights. 

“France is a little bit like a mu- 
seum, Fillion says over Skype from 
Montreal. “When you write con- 
temporary theater, it’s like a ghetto. 
People aren't interested in contem- 
porary things.” 

Playwrights Foundation artistic di- 
rector Amy Mueller, one of the main 
forces behind the festival along with 
Ivan Bertoux, former cultural attaché 
of the Consulate General of France in 
San Francisco, locates the source of 
that trend in the mid-20th century 
rise of European director-auteurs. In 
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Bacchanal 


particular, she says, the experimental 
Polish director Jerzy Grotowski “had 
a huge impact on the way work is 
done in countries outside of the U.S. 
It’s very director-driven. Directors 
use playwrights to write the work 
they want done, so writing is not the 
primary vehicle of the dramaturgy. 
European theater is very visual.” But, 
she says, that’s starting to change: 
“In European theaters, in France, the 
playwright is starting to ascend.” 

That might be thanks in part to 
the Bal Littéraire, which has become 
hugely popular throughout France 
and has also popped up throughout 
Europe. Fillion attributes its success, 
unsurprisingly, to the fact that every 
few minutes, audiences get to stand 
up and dance. 

“You listen and then move — it’s 
a good rhythm,” she says. “The more 
you dance, the more open you are. 
You're more receptive. You forget a 
little bit about here,” she says, ges- 
turing to her head. 


EAT MUSIC 


Duffy Adams (who’s also one of 
the American playwrights to have her 
work translated into French and pro- 
duced in Paris, on May 25) participat- 
ed in the 2012 Bal Littéraire as well, 
calling it “one of the most fun things 
I’ve ever done in my life.” She remem- 
bers that at one point in the evening, 
she danced with the theater critic 
who later be reviewing her. For her 
the Bal is “a communal event with 
the audience. It shatters any barrier 
between performer and creator and 
audience. That’s not something that 
we often get to do, other than at the 
very end of Hair. It’s a way to have a 
theatrical event that is genuinely a 
party, genuinely a bacchanal.” 

There’s also a rawness to the Bal 
in that the playwrights work so far 
outside their usual processes: col- 
lectively, at a breakneck pace, struc- 
tured only by a playlist, and unme- 
diated by editors, dramaturgs, and 
directors. It’s a thrilling challenge, 
says Fillion: “The main difficulty is to 


This dance party 
has a narrative 
Lydia Daniller 





share the imagination. You suddenly 
become aware that writing is first a 
way of seeing the world, and it’s very 
difficult to share that. To be able 

to share something that you can’t 
share, that’s impossible to share — 
it’s kind of a utopia.” 

Mueller, who through other 
Playwrights Foundation projects 
often asks playwrights to read their 
own work aloud, values that the 
playwrights, not actors, perform. “I 
find that the most exciting moment 
of encountering a play,” she says, 
“because it’s not about the acting. 
It’s about the meaning. They’ve just 
written. They’re bleary. There’s a 
sparky excitement, and you don’t 
know what’s going to happen.” 


Bal Littéraire 

May 9 at FrenchAmerican 
International School, 150 Oak St., 
S.F. $25; visit desvoixfestival.com. 


The Des Voix Festival continues 
through May 25. 
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FILM REVIEWS 


Marine Vacth in the 
costume-less drama 
Young and Beautiful. 


Young and Beautiful 
Not rated. Opens Friday 
at the Opera Plaza Cinema. 
Ah, the French! Shamelessly marketed 
as an “erotic tale of sexual awakening,” 
Francois Ozon’s Young and Beautiful 
tracks four seasons in the life of 
lithesome 17-year-old Isabelle (Marine 
Vacth, whose mastery of Scarlett 
Johansson’s doe-eyed blankness 
probably won't hurt her career one 
bit). She becomes a call girl when she 
discovers that not only do straight 
men really want to have sex with her, 
they'll pay for the privilege — and, 
though France’s age of consent is 15, 
she tells her johns that she’s 20. (The 
French are weird.) Though there are 
some deeper themes at work, 
especially Isabelle learning about the 
hypocrisies of adult society concerning 
sex and fidelity (a touchy-feely society 
where cheek-kissing is de rigueur, no 
less), the most consistent element is 
how much Ozon’s camera loves Vacth. 
The nudity begins right after the 
credits as Isabelle’s younger brother 
(Fantin Rava) spies on her sunbathing 
topless, and little is left to the 
imagination in her trysts; though 
beautifully shot, Young and Beautiful is 
also uncomfortably leering in a 
manner that, say, Lars Von Triers’ 
more explicit Nymphomaniac cycle was 
not — never wanting us to forget just 
how youthful and nubile Vacth is. 
Could the same story have been told 
without all the nudity? Sure, but then 
again, that wouldn't be very French. 


Sherilyn Connelly 


Now: Inthe Wings 
on a World Stage 
Not Rated. Opens Friday 
at the Roxie Theater. 
What great fun it was to be in the 
10-month international tour of 
Shakespeare’s Richard III with Kevin 
Spacey in the lead and Sam Mendes 
directing. That’s the gist of Jeremy 
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Whelehan’s puff piece, which should 
serve as a fine keepsake for anyone 
who caught the production or really 
wanted to. Here we meet the first 
transatlantic theater company, a rich 
stockpile of British and American 
actors with different degrees of Bard 
familiarity, and see them bonding 
harmoniously in the show or in 
backstage preparation and off-hours 
sightseeing. Once it achieves a certain 
critical mass of group dune-buggy 
rides and soundtrack cymbal swells, 
the whole project seems less a 
chronicle of or exegesis on playmaking 
than just some weird special episode of 
The Bachelor. (“On tonight’s group 
date, Kevin hosts a yacht ride around 
the Amalfi coast, while some cast 
members hope to figure out just where 
they stand...”) It’s as cozy and self- 
congratulating as you'd expect from a 
thing executive-produced and 
distributed by Spacey, who, before 
plunging into the American version of 
House of Cards, clearly enjoyed 
warming up as one of literature’s most 
famous political villains. Speaking of 
the creation of monsters, in this 
particular bit of “blockbuster theater,” 
as one crew member calls it, Mendes 
seems a little stuck between staginess 
and starfuckery, but of course that 
worked for him before: He and Spacey 
both got Oscars for American Beauty. 
As for their undeniably momentous 
Richard III, well, yes, it must have been 
fun. Jonathan Kiefer 


Belle 
Rated PG. Opens Friday at 
Embarcadero Center Cinema. 
Director Amma Asante’s handsome 
historical drama is a picture of social 
importance whose simplistic 
progressivism, however right-on, still 
unfortunately reads as 20-20 
hindsight. The title character (Gugu 
Mbatha-Raw) is the biracial love child 
of a slave and a British naval officer 





(Matthew Goode), raised by a great 
uncle (Tom Wilkinson) who, as 
England's highest-ranking judge, 
adjudicated a horrific turning-point 
case in slave-trade history. Misan 
Sagay’s script filters and alters these 
significant events into something like 
Guess Who's Coming to Dinner crossed 
with Pride and Prejudice. The film pays 
careful attention to Belle’s complicated 
social standing — being, as she says, 
“too high in rank to dine with the 
servants, and too low to dine with my 
family” — but gets diverted by 
costume-drama spectacle and a faint 
confusion of storytelling priorities. At 
least as important as its protagonist's 
self-possession and borderline- 
didactic eloquence is the young 
abolitionist (Sam Reid) who galvanizes 
Belle by challenging her conservative 
uncle and also falling in love with her. 
This all certainly is stirring stuff: 
Voices tremble, eyes moisten, and 
breath gets held in anticipation of 
characters doing the right thing. When 
they do, though, it just feels that much 
further away from how things are 
today. JK 


Gugu Mbatha-Raw and 
Sam Reid in the costume 
drama Belle. 
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ONGOING 


The Amazing Spider-Man 2 The demands of devel- 
oping a serialized franchise take precedence over 
coherent drama in The Amazing Spider-Man 2, a 
scatterbrained sequel that’s so busy establishing 
future installments — and the dynamics that will 
drive them — that it functions as an awkward middle 
chapter without any stand-alone substance of its own. 
Picking up where its predecessor left off, director 
Marc Webb's sophomore superhero outing finds Peter 
Parker (Andrew Garfield) continuing to investigate 
the secret research done by his late father (Campbell 
Scott). That sleuthing is complicated, however, by 
all manner of sketchily drawn conflicts involving 
his girlfriend Gwen Stacy (Emma Stone), who's 
poised to leave NYC for London, as well as both a 
lonely-nerd-turned-electricity-monster dubbed 
Electro (Jamie Foxx) and Oscorp heir Harry Osborn 
(Dane DeHaan), who wants Spider-Man's blood to help 
stave off some sort of fatal mutant condition. Amid 
lens flare-drenched CGI action shot by Webb from 
multiple perspectives to convey a reasonably thrilling 
sense of his hero's web-slinging acrobatics, Peter and 
Harry's kindred daddy hang-ups are handled facilely, 
as is a third-act tragedy that’s clumsily telegraphed 
from the outset. Meanwhile, Peter and Gwen share 
much cutesy stammering-dialogue banter, but their 
amour comes across as a contrived plot device 
rather than the passionate crux of this saga, which 
ultimately pays only token attention to issues of 
responsibility, guilt, and “hope” (the film's oft-re- 
peated buzzword). Epitomized by production design 
that's all reflective-metal shiny and Spidey’s cooler- 
than-thou wisecracking, The Amazing Spider-Man 
2 affects a sleek, edgy attitude at the expense 
of anything hidden beneath. (NS) 

Blue Ruin The leading man of Jeremy Saulnier’s mes- 
merizing Blue Ruinis not the kind of actor who usually 
gets to anchor a motion picture, let alone a violent 
revenge picture, and that’s part of what makes the 
movie work. We're introduced to Dwight (Macon Blair) 
as a bearded, dumpster-diving vagrant in Virginia who 
lives in a blue Pontiac that's seen better days. When 
he learns that a certain somebody has been released 
from jail, Dwight proceeds to stalk and murder that 
somebody (this in the first 15 minutes, and not a 
spoiler), after which Dwight showers and shaves. 
Under the crustiness, he’s a regular, nebbishy-looking 
guy, the kind who favors khakis and tucked-in shirts; 
this is the Dwight we spend the majority of the picture 
with, as he struggles with the escalating violence his 
actions begat, and we wouldn't care so much if he 
was, Say, a Channing Tatum-esque alpha male. Blue 
Ruin takes its time revealing exactly why Dwight 
did what he did, and like a good Elmore Leonard 
tale, the backstory isn't as important as the mood 
and characters. Though all is revealed in the end, 
Macon Blair's big, haunted eyes tell us everything 
we need to know. (SC) 

Fading Gigolo Written and directed by John Turturro, 
Fading Gigolo tells the story of struggling Brooklyn 
florist Fioravante (Turturro), whose best friend 
Murray (Woody Allen) convinces him to become 
a male prostitute — with Murray as his pimp, of 


course — starting with wealthy dermatologist Dr. 


Blue Ruin 


26 | MAY7-13,2014 | 


Parker (Sharon Stone) and her pneumatic girlfriend 
Selima (Sofia Vergara), who hope to have aménage 
a trois. (Being director has its perks, n’est-ce pas?) 
But Fioravante finds himself more drawn to Avigal 
(Vanessa Paradis), a deeply sheltered widow in 
an insular Chasidic community. It’s easy to view 
this as Turturro’s stab at a Woody Allen film, and 
while it does have an autumnal vibe reminiscent of 
Allen's Hannah and Her Sisters (it's also the first 
time Allen's acted in a New York film since 2002, 
curiously enough), the charming Fading Gigolo is 
more watchable than much of Allen's last dozen or 
so pictures. Unlike Allen, director Turturro not only 
seems to have bothered to rehearse his cast, but 
he actually uses filmic techniques like “editing” to 
fine-tune scenes and enhance their emotional impact. 
Indeed, though every shot of Vergara emphasizes her 
cleavage to the point of parody, she’s never quite as 
alluring as the glammed-down Paradis in a modest 
striped sweater. That's a director who cares about 
what he's doing. (SC) 


For No Good Reason For this reverential documentary 


portrait of the British artist Ralph Steadman, best 
known as Hunter S. Thompson's illustrator, director 
Charlie Paul overloads the screen with visual flair. 
Paul's frenetic assemblage strives in vain for the 
cinematic equivalent of Steadman’s splotchy urgency, 
but does at least make clear the big difference be- 
tween vicious caricature, a Steadman specialty, and 
its own fawning hagiography. The film's foundation 
is a perfunctorily inquisitive visit to Steadman’'s 
country mansion from admiring pal Johnny Depp, 
who played Thompson in Fear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas and has been a sort of self-appointed Gonzo 
spokesperson ever since. With his credentials and 
friendly appreciation established, however, Depp's 
presence becomes rather useless here. Too often it’s 
him we're looking at: sipping coffee, lighting a smoke, 
muttering, ‘“‘mm-hm, sure,’ and generally digging 
Steadman’s work (a small bit of which we do see being 
made). While it’s good for an interviewer to keep his 
subject talking, it's also good to keep the camera 
on the subject. Otherwise we're prowling through 
the artist's workspace, urged along by a strangely 
tone-deaf blare of soundtrack indie rock. “Authority 
is the mask of violence,” Steadman says at one point, 
usefully recalling a formative experience from his 
schoolboy years. As a survey of his lifelong effort to 
rip that mask off, For No Good Reason succeeds. As 
a survey of the life, not so much. (JK) 


Locke This resolutely minimal movie consists of Tom 


Hardy alone in a car for an hour and a half. True, 
he talks on the phone with some other people, but 
Hardy's is the only face we ever see. Which makes up 
for not seeing enough of it in The Dark Knight Rises, 
even if that movie's fans probably will find this one 
differently stifling. Locke is not a thriller. It's just one 
guy's drama. Hardy plays an upstanding construction 
foreman who, on the eve of a career capstone, 
abandons his job and his family, both until now very 
carefully managed, for a long nighttime drive from 
Birmingham to London. His reasons are personal; 
there's something he must do, and he's sure it’s the 
right thing. The writer and director of Locke is Steven 
Knight, who also made the Jason Statham action pic 
Redemption, wrote David Cronenberg's Eastern 
Promises, and created Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? 
So you might say he has more range than Locke lets 
on. Its script is stagey and sometimes contrived, 
but effective thanks to Hardy and fine supporting 





players including Olivia Colman and Ruth Wilson (or 
their voices, anyway). Directorially, Knight's austerity 
can seem at once like audacious confidence and like 
a lack of visual imagination. Aside from Hardy's face, 
he lingers indolently on bokeh blooms drifting across 
the windshield, or, better, the GPS image of a lonely 
dot on a lonely road, heading straight into a void. 
Other imagery is evoked through dialogue alone, 
like his wife’s memory of Locke's wet-concrete 
footprints turning to stone on the kitchen floor. 
Knight's research on concrete-pour logistics, by 
the way, is at least deep and detailed enough to 
distract us from some big-picture improbabilities. 
All told, though, this is a drive worth taking. (JK) 


The M Word Henry Jaglom’s new The M Word features 


many improvised scenes of groups of woman talking 
about a common facet of their lives, also a frequent 
Jaglom signifier. The topic this time around is meno- 
pause; the title is a bit more coy than past Jaglom 
films, like Eating, Babyfever, and Going Shopping, but 
still ties into the recurring theme that what women 
experience as they age is not something that gets 
discussed in American society, let alone in movies or 
TV. The talking heads are interspersed throughout the 
primary narrative, as Los Angeles children’s television 
performer Moxie (Tanna Frederick) hopes to make 
a reality show about her mother and aunts dealing 
with menopause, just as Moxie’s TV station's new boss 
(Michael Imperioli) begin cutting costs, primarily by 
laying off older female employees. And while there 
are plenty of threads — including forbidden romance, 
workplace politics, surveillance, and Corey Feldman’s 
curious Jersey accent — The M Word has a loose, 
occasionally home-movie feel. But, again, it's a 
Jaglom picture. That's what he does, and though his 
movies tend to be hit or miss, The M Word hits. (SC) 


Walking with the Enemy Just when you thought there 


couldn't possibly be a single true-ish story of heroism 
defying Naziism left untold by the movies, along 
comes Walking with the Enemy to remind you that 
at least you were right about there probably being 
too many as it is. In occupied Budapest, a Jew (Jonas 
Armstrong) impersonates an SS officer to find out 
what happened to his missing family, and, when he 
does find out, to do something about it. His brave 
and risky scheme involves secretly issuing Swiss 
passports to Hungarian Jews, and otherwise diverting 
them from deportation. Meanwhile, the Hungarian 
regent (Ben Kingsley) repels Axis advances for as 
long as he can. It does Walking With the Enemy no 
favors to compare it with that other movie involving 
Nazis and Ben Kingsley and lifesaving paperwork. 
This one is inspirational, in a greeting-card way — a 
turgid expression of condolences, complete with 
an annotated bright side to look on. It has 11 writing 
credits, two of which are for its producer. Despite 
the perverse thrill of amoment when our man gazes 
upon his stashed-away Nazi uniform with the deter- 
mination of a superhero suiting up, nuance could have 
been deployed a bit more throughout. Although it 
eventually gathers some power by relying on the au- 
tomatic tension of unfolding atrocity, too much of the 
film transpires with the stiffness of those dramatic 
re-enactments found in forgettable documentaries. 
Presumably for ease of audience access, everyone 
speaks English with mildly cartoony accents. ‘’Tell 
da Sviss we vill not interfere wit dem, as long as day 
do not interfere vit us,” says Holocaust logistics guy 
Adolf Eichmann (Charles Hubbell), living up, at least, 
to his reputation for banality. (JK) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), e-mail film@sfweekly.com. 


Artists’ Television Access. Cellu-Brain Fever Dream: 
SFAI Intro to Film student showcase featuring two 
group projects plus individual works. Wed., May 7, 8 
p.m. $4. Other Cinema: Arab Spring: West Coast debut 
of Peter Snowdon’s The Uprising, a cinematic account 
of the recent Arab Spring revolts composed entirely 
of amateur video and cellphone recordings. Sat., 
May 10, 8:30 p.m. $6. othercinema.com. sub:terrain: 
Screenings of works by students in UC Berkeley's 
Media for Social Change class, which studies “new 
media from a lens of personal transformation and 
artistic activism as means to create positive social 
change.” Sun., May 11, 5 p.m. $4. 992 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 824-3890, www.atasite.org. 

Balboa Theater. Creepy KOFY Movietime: Naked 
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Massacre: Viewing party with the cast, plus adult 
beverages for sale. Sat., May 10, 9 p.m. $7.50-$10. 
3630 Balboa St., San Francisco, 221-2184, www. 
balboamovies.com. 


The Castro Theatre. A Delicious 20th Anniversary 


Tribute to Serial Mom: Peaches Christ celebrates 
John Waters’ idea of a “family film” in the best way 
she knows how — with a pre-screening drag show 
featuring D'Arcy Drollinger as “Serial Queen,” plus 
special guest Ricki Lake live in person. Sat., May 
10, 8 p.m. $35-$90. peacheschrist.com. Disney's 
Frozen Sing-A-Long: The latest animated smash from 
Walt Disney Pictures gets the matinee sing-along 
treatment. Sun., May 11, 1 p.m. $10-$16. 429 Castro, 
San Francisco, 621-6120, www.castrotheatre.com. 


Center for Sex & Culture. Radical Faerie Short Film 


Festival: Nine short films cast a rainbow-bright light 
on the lives of those transgressive queer provoca- 
teurs known as the Radical Faeries. Sat., May 10, 
7:30 p.m. $10-$20. faeriefilmfest.org. 1349 Mission, 
San Francisco, 902-2071, www.sexandculture.org. 


Clay Theatre. Locke: Tom Hardy (Bronson, The Dark 


Knight Rises) owns the screen — no, really, he’s the 
only one on it for the entire length of the movie — in 
this tightly focused drama from the man who penned 
Eastern Promises and Dirty Pretty Things. Daily. 
Farmland: Documentary profile of a half-dozen 
young farmers and ranchers. Thu., May 8, 7 p.m. 
The Room: Tommy Wiseau’s cinematic bomb is every 
bit as bad as it's cracked up to be. You'll crack up as 
well at this riotous midnight screening with lots of 
Rocky Horror-style audience participation. Second 
Saturday of every month, 11:59 p.m. 2261 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/ 
Market/SanFrancisco/SanFrancisco_Frameset.htm. 


Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: Cutthroat 


Island: Hosts Jim Fourniadis, Maura Sipila, and Alexia 
Staniotes prepare their cutlasses for a viewing of the 
Geena Davis pirate flick that singlehandedly put its 
production company out of business. Sun., May 11, 8 
p.m. $6.99. 2263 Mission, San Francisco, 401-7987, 
www.darkroomsf.com. 


Embarcadero Center Cinema. The German Doctor. 


Director Lucia Puenzo adapts her own speculative 
novel about what might have happened while notori- 
ous concentration camp doctor Josef Mengele lived 
under an assumed name in 1960s South America. 
Daily. Only Lovers Left Alive: Tom Hiddleston and 
Tilda Swinton play longer-than-longtime lovers in 
Jim Jarmusch's atmospheric art-house take on the 
vampire movie genre. Daily. The Railway Man: Colin 
Firth stars in this screen adaptation of British Army 
officer Eric Lomax's memoir about struggling to 
overcome memories of wartime torture at the hands 
of the Japanese. Daily. Fading Gigolo: John Turturro 
and Woody Allen star in Turturro’s new comedy that 
is, despite initial appearances, not actually a Woody 
Allen film. Daily. For No Good Reason: Gonzo political 
cartoonist Ralph Steadman (of Fear and Loathing in 
Los Angeles fame) is the ink-spattered subject of 
this documentary that also features appearances by 
Johnny Depp, Terry Gilliam, and more. Through May 8. 
Belle: Austenesque costume drama meets the decid- 
edly inelegant subject of 18th century slavery in this 
true-life tale of Dido Elizabeth Belle, the illegitimate 
mixed race daughter of a British Admiral. Starting 
May 9. Daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 
267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/market/ 
SanFrancisco/EmbarcaderoCenterCinema.htm. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic film 


screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum by the 
Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. Saturdays. 
Free with museum admission. Pier 15, San Francisco, 
528-4444, www.exploratorium.edu. 


The Great Wall of Oakland. OakCatVidFest: East Bay 


denizens unable to attend the First Annual San 
Francisco Intergalactic Feline Film & Video Festival 
for Humans at the Roxie Theater can still get their 
fill of Caturday cinema at this second annual outdoor 
screening of popular Internet kitty vids. In addition 
to the films, local shelters will also have cats on 
hand for adoption. Sat., May 10, 3-10 p.m. $5-$10. 
oaklandcatvidfest.com. 2201 Broadway, Oakland, 
www.greatwallofoakland.org. 


Lost Weekend Video. Fresh Like Cadaver: Ron Chapman, 


Matt Lieb, and Richard Toomer get comedic revenge 
upon Nightmare on Elm Street 2: Freddy's Revenge 
at this month's edition of the movie-riffing show. Fri., 
May 9, 8 p.m. $10. facebook.com/FreshLikeCadaver. 
1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 


Multiple Bay Area Locations. 57th Annual San Fran- 


cisco International Film Festival: The San Francisco 


Film Society may have a new Executive Director this 
year, but they're not dialing back on their main at- 
traction: SFIFF57 brings well over 150 films to the Bay 
Area, counting more than a dozen premieres among 
its varied array of features, documentaries, and short 
films from 56 different countries. In addition to its 
Centerpiece movie — Gia Coppola's adapation of the 
James Franco book Palo Alto — highlights include live 
music events with Stephin Merritt and Thao Ngyuen, 
the presentation of the Founder's Directing Award to 
Richard Linklater, two prize competitions, and a lot 
more. Through May 8. sffs.org. San Francisco, N/A. 


Opera Plaza Cinemas. Finding Vivian Maier: John 


Maloof and Charlie Siskel’s documentary portrait of a 
shy, emotionally troubled nanny who also happened 
to be a highly talented photographer whose art 
remained a secret until after her death. Daily. Alan 
Partridge: After many years on BBC radio and televi- 
sion, Steve Coogan’s proto-Ron Burgundy character 
finally hits the big screen in this British comedy. Daily. 
The Lunchbox: Warm-hearted romantic drama from 
first time Indian director Ritesh Batra. Daily. The 
Galapagos Affair: With a subtitle like “Satan Came 
to Eden,” you know things will almost certainly go 
awry inthis documentary about pre-WWII Europeans 
who attempted to escape society in the wilds of the 
Galapagos Islands — but soon learned you can never 
truly escape the human beast. Daily. Jeune et Jolie 
(Young & Beautiful): Marine Vacth stars as a secret 
teenage call girl in the latest drama from French 
director Francois Ozon. May 9-15. 601 Van Ness, 
San Francisco, 777-3456, www.landmarktheatres. 
com/market/SanFrancisco/OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 


Park Branch Library. Rock ‘n’ Roll Women, Vol. 3: Music 


historian Richie Unterberger shares performance 
clips of Wanda Jackson, Joni Mitchell, Patti Smith, 
Tina Turner, and more. Wed., May 7, 6:45 p.m. free. 
1833 Page, San Francisco, 355-5656, www.sfpl.org. 


Roxie Theater. The M Word: Indie comedy about 


menopause from writer-director Henry Jaglom. 
Through May 8. Under the Skin: Scarlett Johansson 
is actually a predatory space alien that merely 
resembles Scarlett Johansson in Jonathan Glazer's 
arty, enigmatic sci-fi drama. Through May 8. Bay 
Area Docs: Impossible Light: Director Jeremy 
Ambers presents his feature-length documentary 
about the Bay Bridge's Bay Lights LED art instal- 
lation. Thu., May 8, 7 p.m. $10. Now: In the Wings 
on a World Stage: Director Sam Mendes rejoins 
his American Beauty star Kevin Spacey is this 
behind-the-scenes look at Spacey’s epic touring 
version of Shakespeare's Richard III. May 9-15. First 
Annual San Francisco Intergalactic Feline Film & 
Video Festival for Humans: With a little pink tongue 
stuck firmly in its furry cheek, the inaugural SFIF- 
FAVFFH promises to provide a “2-week film festival 
in the span of 12 hours,” with its three separate 
programs including a personal appearance by Lil 
Bub, a tribute to Owlbert, an award presentation 
to Everything Is Terrible!, “world purr-mieres” of 
new indie shorts, and more. As the founders told 
Catster.com's Cat Dandy (aka former SF Weekly 
arts & culture editor Keith Bowers), “There is an 
Intergalactic Feline Film + Video shaped hole in San 
Francisco, and we intend to fill it.” Sat., May 10, 12, 4 
& 8 p.m. $12 per program (or $30 for festival pass). 
thefirstannual.com. 3117 16th St., San Francisco, 
863-1087, www.roxie.com. 


Sundance Kabuki Cinemas. Godzilla: The Japanese 


Original: With a new reboot about to hit American 
cinema screens, this newly restored 60th anniver- 
sary edition of the first Godzilla represents Toho's 
original Japanese version of the story, complete 
with anti-nuke message (and no dubbing or Raymond 
Burr). May 9-15. 1881 Post, San Francisco, 346-3243, 
www.sundancecinemas.com/kabuki.html. 


Temescal Arts Center. Shapeshifters Cinema: Free 


monthly film series featuring experimental image 
manipulators and ambient sound shamans. Second 
Sunday of every month, 8 p.m. Free. shapeshifter- 
scinema.com. 511 48th St., Oakland, 510-923-1074, 
www.temescalartscenter.org. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Astonishing 


Animation: The Films of Hayao Miyazaki and Studio 
Ghibli: Monthlong 35mm retrospective of the beloved 
Japanese filmmaker, with all your favorite cat buses, 
wolf gods, sky castles, and other fantastic creations 
paying a visit. Thu., May 8; Sat., May 10; Sun., May 11; 
Thu., May 15; Sat., May 17; Sun., May 18; Thu., May 22; 
Sat., May 24; Sun., May 25; Thu., May 29; Sat., May 
31; Sun., June 1. $8-$10. 701 Mission, San Francisco, 
978-2787, www.ybca.org. 
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FROM LAURIE DAVID PRODUCER OF AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH 
AND KATIE COURIC 


Congress says pizza is a vegetable. 
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AP SRUAL a THE WHORE NEXT DOOR 


Baby Makin’ 
Music 


Use good judgment when 
crafting your sex playlist. 


By Siouxsie Q 


I can’t listen to Regina Spek- 
tor without thinking about handjobs. 
It’s really unfortunate. I used to love 
the forlorn way she sings about cleav- 
age and drug overdoses. But a year ago, 
I put Regina on my playlist for erotic 
massage sessions — a playlist I cre- 
atively titled “Fuck” — and now her 
songbird vibrato will forever evoke the 
smell of massage oil and ejaculate. 

Sex and music have always kept 
close company. In the 1950s, rock ’n’ 
roll emerged as the 
soundtrack to the 
sexual revolution. 
Charles Darwin 
theorized that 
the very reason 
humans evolved 
to make music was 
in order to attract 
sexual partners. I’ve 
always thought that 
the right playlist 
can really make or 
break a sexual en- 
counter. In my case, 
there have been 
more “breaks” than 
“makes.” Learn 
from my mistakes. 

Choosing my 
own music for ses- 
sions was a turning 
point for me. I got to ask myself what 
songs got me in the mood and made 
me feel sexy, rather than conform- 
ing to a generic idea of “sex music” 
provided by someone else. Other 
greatest hits of the “Fuck” playlist 
included most of Adele’s debut album 
19, as well as healthy doses of Billie 
Holiday and James Brown. 

Unfortunately, music and sex have 
this way of bonding with each other, 
so many of my favorite songs to get 
down to became inextricably linked 
to memories of work. Sometimes 
work is fun, but other times it can be 
annoying, boring, or unpleasant, so I 
quickly realized I had to be careful to 
keep my all-time favorite sex music 
far away from my work playlist, lest 
it become tied to a memory of a par- 
ticularly annoying client. 

When I first started doing di- 
rect-service sex work, I worked out 
of a small two-bedroom apartment 
in Oakland. Each room was equipped 
with a massage table, one unmarked 
bottle of unscented body lotion, one 
unmarked bottle of water-based 
lubricant, and a boom box with an 
iPod playlist of soothing tantric jams. 
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Isabel Dresler/isabeldreslerphotography.com 


There were also dozens of tiny tea 
candles littered about the room, cast- 
ing soft light onto the red velvet cur- 
tains and pillows. I always thought 
how funny it was that men paid top 
dollar for an experience that most 
closely resembled an end-of-season 
episode of The Bachelor. I doubted 
that men found this atmosphere 
sexy, but the clients certainly kept 
coming back for more. I was still 
figuring out what my own personal 
style of erotic service was, so I just 
went with it. 

The music, however, was a prob- 
lem. I felt ridiculous trying to evoke 
sexuality while listening to white 
people chanting in Sanskrit over a 
soundscape of singing bowls. After 
a few weeks at the massage place, 
the music did more than irritate me 
— it began to enrage me. I quickly 
realized I had to tailor my own play- 
lists for sessions, 
lest my annoyance 
affect my interac- 
tions with clients. 

Another mem- 
ory: Back in my 
junior year of 
high school when 
I decided to go all 
the way with my 
sweetheart, my 
best friend and 
I had a serious 
conversation via 
notes passed up 
and down the row 
of students in our 
civics class. 

Her: Oh my god. 
You are totally not 
going to be a virgin 
any more after this 


7 ~ 
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weekend. 

Me: I know! I’m so nervous. What 
music do you think should be playing? 
Sublime or Red Hot Chili Peppers? 

Her: Red Hot Chili Peppers, for sure. 

When the big day finally came, 
Anthony Kiedis just didn’t feel quite 
right. The bass was too confident 
for how awkward we both felt. We 
smoked a joint and put on the sec- 
ond disc of the White Album until we 
worked up the courage to take all of 
our clothes off. By the time “Helter 
Skelter” came through the speakers, 
I was covered in hickies. By the time 
“Revolution 9” was playing, I was no 
longer a virgin. 

So despite all my planning during 
civics class, the Beatles at their most 
experimental ended up being the 
soundtrack to my first sexual expe- 
rience. It’s entirely possible that this 
is the reason | ended up being sucha 
weirdo in the sack. 

Please consider these cautionary 
tales. Music and sex inform each 
other in mysterious ways, so choose 
your “Fuck” playlists wisely. 


SiouxsieQ@SFWeekly.com 
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HOSTILE NORTHERN CLIMATES 


Minnesota 
Nice 


“Oh now, you gotta see Du- 
luth,” exclaimed my mother last sum- 
mer. Ever since she moved to 
Minnesota she has not only developed 
a high-Midwestern accent, but now 
adores all things frigid and bleak. Du- 
luth, you see, is actually a barren port 
town on the shores of Lake Superior 
(“The big lake they call Gitche Gu- 
mee, doncha know) with ferry rides 
for entertainment. Not that I was 
complaining; I was with my mom, and 
all I had to do was feign my best Gor- 
don Lightfoot impression every five 
minutes to keep us both in stitches. 
But there is something magical about 
Minnesota — it looks like a diorama 
in a natural history museum, with 
sweet little smoky chimneys and kids 
sledding down hills in giant, bright 
red winter hats 
and snow boots. 
What a perfect 
place for murder. 

“T’m really 
enjoying Fargo,” 
said my mom ina 
recent phone call, 
referring to the 
new show on FX. 
She does enjoy a 
good, grisly mur- 
der. “Oh yah,” she 
continued. “Billy 
Bob Thornton is a 
wonderful creep.” 

I was dubious about this show 
before I watched it. It seemed like a 
pretty blatant attempt to rip off the 
dark humor of the Coen Brothers 
in an attempt to steal the Breaking 
Bad audience that is, understand- 
ably, feeling a bit out of sorts since 
their beloved show died. There is 
nothing worse than trying to be 
the next Raising Arizona and falling 
flat. But if you don’t get sucked 
into this show after the first five 
minutes, gentle reader, there is no 
hope for you. 

With Fargo (Tuesdays on FX 
Network), imagine, if you will, a 
show that seems inspired by Twin 
Peaks, Reservoir Dogs, No Country For 
Old Men, and, of course, the 1996 
film version of Fargo. Throw in Bob 
Odenkirk, Billy Bob Thornton, Mar- 
tin Freeman, and Keith Carradine. 
Then let the Coen Brothers execu- 
tive-produce it. “We've got a hit I 
tell you Morty, a hit!” 

The Coen aesthetic seems a bit 
quaint now, sort of like watching 
This Is Spinal Tap for the first time 
and finding it a bit derivative, un- 
aware of course that the opposite is 
true: Everything funny that came 
after it was derived from its original 
groundbreaking comedy. 
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When a bully appears in the 
first episode of Fargo, a Biff Tannen 
type with Tweedle-Dee and Twee- 
dle-Dum sons, it seems to have been 
pulled directly from the mid-’90s 
subtle comedy aesthetic that the 
directors championed. Once | got 
over this admittedly snooty quibble, 
however, I dived in happily. 

Martin Freeman (The Hobbit, 
Sherlock) plays milquetoast insur- 
ance salesman Lester Nygaard, who 
gets caught up with the artfully 
sadistic Lorne Malvo (Thornton), 

a killing machine forged from the 
mold of No Country’s Anton Chig- 
urh. Several other plots begin weav- 
ing together, with assassins named 
Mr. Numbers (Adam Goldberg) 
and Mr. Wrench (Russell Harvard) 
showing up for good measure. The 
two communicate with one an- 
other through their own made-up 
sign language, a peculiarity that 
smacked of Twin Peaks. Throw in the 
gorgeously eerie cinema-scapes of 
sleepy Midwest- 
ern towns and 
you can almost 
hear the Angelo 
Badalamenti. 
The first ep- 
isode is a Coen 
Brothers take 
on Strangers on 
a Train, with 
Nygaard being 
pummeled by 
the aforemen- 
tioned bully, Sam 
Hess, who used 
to torment him in grade school. He 
winds up in the emergency room 
next to Malvo, and in the course 
of conversation muses aloud about 
what a world without Hess would be 
like, unaware perhaps that the man 
he is sitting next to will take the 
idea and run with it. Then two more 
murders occur for good measure to 
really get the plot rolling. 

Sadly, the series will reportedly 
only have a 10-episode run, mak- 
ing it basically a very long movie. 
Thornton told The Hollywood Re- 
porter that he thinks short-run 
TV shows are actually a promising 
trend. Firstly, projects that can’t 
get the green light in the film world 
might be able to see the light of day 
on the small screen. Also, big-name 
actors might be more willing to do 
TV if they understand that the time 
obligations they have to put in will 
be limited. Well, that’s all well and 
good for the production biz, but 
what about us hungry viewers? 

It seems Fargo has even more 
in common with Twin Peaks than I 
thought: a limited run that will set 
it up for cult status. I guess that’s 
better than nothing. 


Katy.StClair@SFWeekly.com 
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> “LLEFT IMPRESSED BUT A BIT CONFUSED BY WHAT HAD JUST TRANSPIRED.” 


Modern Colonial 


Exploring the cuisine of Guam at the only place in San Francisco that serves it. 
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Pancakes By Anna Roth 
Poor Guam. The speck of land 
in the western Pacific Ocean, about 
4,000 miles west of Hawaii, has been 
under the thumb of one colonial 
power or another for the past 500 
years. For a few hundred of those, it 
was a Spanish territory, an important 
stop on the country’s trade route be- 
tween the Philippines and Mexico. It’s 
been under U.S. sovereignty since the 
Spanish-American War in 1898, save 
for a brief Japanese occupation during 
World War II. 

This fractured national identi- 
ty has led to a fractured national 
cuisine — a grab bag of European, 
Latin, and Asian ingredients and 
techniques. San Francisco has exact- 
ly one restaurant serving the food of 
this island nation: Prubechu, which 
has been operating since February 
in the old Roxy’s Cafe space at 24th 
and Mission. I had no idea what to 
expect from the cuisine of Guam; 
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I didn’t even know what to call it. 
Guamanian? Guamese? Guamish? 
It turns out that the preferred no- 
menclature is Chamorro, after the 
island’s indigenous people, and the 
food, though odd at first bite, tends 
to grow on you. 

Prubechu, which means “you're 
welcome” in Chamorro, is the brain- 
child of chef Shawn Naputi and GM 
Shawn Camacho, both Guamanian 
expats who, homesick for the food 
of their childhood, decided to start 
re-creating it in S.F They both 
worked under former Roxy Cafe 
chef Manny Torres Gimenez, and 
inherited from him not only the 
space but also the idea to offer an 
inexpensive tasting menu — $40 for 
five courses, a bargain in this town. 
The food they serve has a few recur- 
ring themes. Red achiote seed, likely 






lemon in the chicken, but the overall 
effect was a little bland. 


It was livened up for a palate ac- 
customed to the more fiery flavors of 
Asian and Mexican food with a few 
spoonfuls of fina’denne’, Guam’s hot 
sauce, here made in-house with the 
traditional vinegar and soy sauce. 
Camacho warned me that it was hot, 
and it was, for a second, but then 
remarkably the spice faded, leaving 
nothing more then 
its pleasant, buzzy 
after-effects. This 


~* amy) 


table medley with kale, a version of 
broccoli called spigarello, fried sun- 
chokes, coconut, and a dash of tur- 
meric — it was like a delicate, Thai- 
tinged version of creamed spinach. 
And the red rice, a clear descendent 
of Mexican/Spanish influence, came 
garnished with a small mountain of 
crisp/fatty braised pork belly. 
The five-course tasting menu 
offered a small parade of intriguing 
items that showed 
Naputi’s classical 


Prubechu training and culi- 


is a condiment that 
could rival Sriracha 


given half a chance. 


2847 Mission, 952-3654. 
Hours: Tue-Sat 5-10 p.m. 


nary dexterity. An 
oyster was served 
with a bit of coco- 


Red rice and pork belly: 

A dressed-up version of 

a simple, homey dish. 
Mike Koozmin 


predecessor, Roxy’s Cafe, wherein 
chef Gimenez served affordable 
tasting menus in a former smoothie 
shop. The location doesn’t have a 
vent hood or really a proper kitchen. 
Naputi and Camocho do what they 
can with a series of induction burn- 
ers, but the lack of infrastructure 
does have its drawbacks — like on 
one evening when the smoky room 
had to be ventilated with an open 
door onto Mission Street and a chilly 
S.F. night. 

I left the restaurant impressed 
with the pair’s obvious love for 
the food and culture of their home 
country, but a bit confused by what 


brought to the country from Mexico Some of the Chicken kelegan $12 nut vinegar, which had just transpired in my mouth. 
during Spanish rule, appears several more traditional Tinaktak $14 played off the mol- Because the flavors of the meal were 
times. Coconut milk is served in dishes are on the Golaihagan suni $9 lusk’s natural brin- literally all over the map, it was hard 
almost everything. Naputi says he’s short a la carte Red rice $16 iness. Then there to find a point of reference in all of 
serving the food he ate growing up menu, and provide Tasting menu $40 was abit of ahituna it. That’s okay. Sometimes we eat 


— “grandma food” — but dressed up 
with farmers market ingredients and 
a few plating niceties. 

One of Guam’s most famous dish- 
es is kelegan, a sort of chicken cev- 
iche, though the chicken is cooked 
about 80 percent of the way on the 
grill and only finished in citrus juice. 
The kelegan was served taco-style 
on two titiyas (tortilla-like coconut 
flatbreads) and topped with some 
shaved scallion. Smoke from the grill 
mingled nicely with the tang of the 


a glimpse into the 

food of Guam’s 

home kitchens. 

Tinaktak is a pasta dish that includes 
ground beef chuck, coconut milk, 
house-made cappellini, and pole 
beans — it could uncharitably be 
called coconutty Hamburger Helper, 
though the noodles were beautifully 
crafted, all smooth and supple, and 
the luscious sauce would have ben- 
efited from a more interesting cut 
of meat. Golai hagan suni is a vege- 
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crusted with toast- 

ed rice and achiote 

pepper, with pickled 
sea beans and wasabi — a little jaunt 
to Asia. There was intensely beefy, 
rich oxtail in coconut broth, accom- 
panied by soft glass noodles and 
smoky potatoes. Dessert brought a 
nice bite of coconut ice cream paired 
with young coconut tapioca — a fit- 
ting end to the meal. 

Prubechu suffers from many of 

the same problems that plagued its 


out to be comforted and reassured; 
sometimes we want to be transport- 
ed to somewhere new and exotic. 
Chamorro food may be too different 
to become the culinary world’s Next 
Big Thing, but considering that 
residents of Guam are also United 
States citizens, trying their food 
seems at least like the neighborly 
thing to do. 


Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com 
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FRESH EATS 


Home Skillet 
Bringsa 
Mountain of 
Breakfast to 
Mid-Market 


By Pete Kane 


The corner of Sixth and Mar- 
ket is a tough place to open a business, 
and Pearl’s Deluxe Burgers made a go 
of it for awhile before closing earlier 
this year. In its place comes the more 
breakfast-oriented Home Skillet, pos- 
sibly a savvier proposition considering 
the neighborhood’s early-morning 
traffic. 

Home Skillet is a project of John 
Chow, who also owns the American 
breakfast joint Little Griddle four 
blocks down Market. The intersec- 
tion has lots of good food (Show 
Dogs, Tu Lan, and the Taqueria Can- 
cun location that’s pretty much only 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around town. To 
recommend a place, e-mail fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


BeBeBar: A mother-and-daughter team owns this 
Brazilian fresh juice shop, which also peddles 
empanadas and acai bowls with organic bananas, 
organic granola, and chia seeds. 3809 18th St., 
203-8406. 

Fearless Coffee: Before opening her new resto/bar 
Red Dog next door, Lauren Kiino of Il Cane Rosso 
has opened a coffee shop peddling breakfast and 
lunch items reminiscent of her Ferry Building spot, 
including the famous warm egg salad sandwich. 
303 Second St., 692-0181, fearlesscoffee.com. 

Grubbin’: Parkside’s new sub shop has made the bold 
choice to name its loaded sandwiches things like 
Droolin’, Juicin’, and Mouth Waterin’. Hot wings, 
cheesy tots, and chicken strips are also on offer. 
1404 Taraval, 688-7116, grubbinsf.com. 
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= breaktattat Home 
A 4 Skillet’s not messing 
around. 


Pete Kane 


for the diehards) but lots of people 
avoid it. They shouldn't. 

The new spot is cheerful, having 
kept Pearl’s red-and-white-striped 
awning and adding lots of nice, 
decorative touches. There’s a Rosie 
the Riveter and some art that spells 
out commandments to eat, plus 
mismatched furniture (which works 
great in casual settings). Home Skil- 
let didn’t stop at Americana, either. 
There’s Parisiana (framed prints 
of Art Nouveau ballerinas) and Ti- 
bet-ana (colorful flags). 

Most importantly, the breakfast 
burrito is fantastic. It’s large, flavor- 
ful, and doesn’t skimp on the cho- 
rizo — plus the side of hash browns 
must have been apportioned on an 
almost comically oversize spatula. 
Do you, from time to time, like to 
eat a food mountain? Then you need 
to go to Home Skillet. That green 
tortilla might offend some purists, 
in which case you can head over to 
Brioche French Toast country or 
gussy up your plate with a Shroom 
Florentine (an English muffin with 
mushroom, baby spinach, poached 
eggs and hollandaise). Lunch is burg- 
er-heavy, and coffee and tea >> p34 


Jacob's Diner: Nob Hill's got a new spot for Ni- 
man Ranch burgers and sandwiches. 1428 Polk, 
474-2030. 

Lime Tree Southeast Asian Kitchen: The popular 
Inner Sunset Malaysian restaurant brings its 
roti, laksa noodles, and banana leaf salmon to 
the Inner Richmond. The neon green paint job, 
thankfully, didn’t make it to the second location. 
836 Clement, 831-8811, limetreesf.com. 

Porcellino: A month after Incanto closed, Chris 
Cosentino has reopened this more casual Italian 
deli and sandwich shop in the same Noe Valley 
location. Expect Boccalone meat, sliced to go 
and on sandwiches, and a small menu with pasta 
and entrees like sausage with garlicky rapini and 


polenta. 1550 Church, 641-4500, porcellinosf.com. 

Smokestack: Magnolia Brewery's long-anticipated 
expansion is finally open in Dogpatch, offering bar- 
becue, cocktails, and its usual stable of excellent 
brews. 2505 Third St., 864-7468. 
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Friendly 
RA ea Cocktails 


Open imariia By Lou Bustamante 


\ R ; T | L L 2AM When we visited Ramen Shop 


last year, we were impressed: This 
restaurant was producing some fan- 
tastic drinks straight out of the gate 
and without any official bar manager. 
Now that bartender par excellence 


*Excluding Saturday, when we are closed for lunch. : NM EW YO RK $ TYL fF Chris Lane, formerly of Lolinda, is at 
Service begins at 5:30pm on Saturday 


the helm, the drinks are even better. 
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mezcal, sage, lemon, honey, ginger) 
is a great example of what he’s do- 
ing: making great drinks without 
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Lou Bustamante More 


The First and Last at Ramen 


= Reviews, 
falling into the trap of forcing ev- 
erything to taste “Japanese.” They’re M Or ec N eC WS 
just damn good. 

But though the drinks are not 
designed to pair with any particular Al | Ab T th 
menu items, Lane is conscious that O U Q 
certain styles and flavors are more 
appropriate to the Ramen Shop 
than others. 

“T do think that on a whole, one 
has to be mindful of the overall 
flavors presented by the restau- 
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Old Golden 


Lou Bustamante 


rant.... at Lolinda I could get away 
with making lots of stirred boozy 
drinks to go with a steak or a pork 
chop,” says Lane. “At Ramen Shop, 
the last thing I would want with 

a big bowl of rich, hot broth and 
noodles would be a Manhattan. We 
are definitely focusing on longer 
drinks with slightly more citrus. 
The flavors in the drinks need to be 
a little more understated without 
sacrificing clarity.” 


That focus shows up in menus 
that change nightly to highlight sea- 
sonal ingredients, but often include 
the Tiki-inspired First and Last ($10, 
Niesson Blanc Rhum, Sapins Herbal 
Liqueur, lime, pineapple gomme, and 
Velvet Falernum), which perfectly 
primes the palate for a large plate of 
fried rice, Japanese-style pickles, or 
pristine salads. 

While the new gig has been a 
homecoming for Lane — who used 
to work at Cole Coffee down the 
street, while attending the California 
College of Arts — it’s also been a 
nice challenge for him. “It’s amazing 
the depths of flavor the guys and 
gals in the kitchen keep attaining 
with their nightly menus...[which] 
makes me look like a lazy ass by 
comparison,’ says Lane. “Which 
actually can be a good thing — it’s 
great to be in any setting where the 
creative wheels are always turning.” 


The Ramen Shop 


5812 College Ave., Oakland, (510) 
788-6370, ramenshop.com. 


SFCS's Jodi Liano: Building 
a Better Cooking School 


By Alice Chan 


Jodi Liano, the driving force 
and founder of San Francisco Cooking 
School is a slight, pretty brunette; on 
meeting her, it’s immediately clear 
that she’s a woman who can get things 
done. Her most recent accomplish- 
ment is a popular, gleaming two- 
kitchen cooking school on Van Ness, 
which she founded with her husband 
and business partner. 

Liano, previously a cookbook au- 
thor and teacher at Tante Marie for 
14 years, long held a vision for a new 
type of cooking school: one that could 
truly prepare students to not just 
survive, but thrive in the demanding 
professional kitchens of San Fran- 
cisco’s sizzling food scene. But that 
wasn't all. She also wanted to cater to 
the area’s home cooks and their nev- 
er-ending thirst for culinary skills. 

Judging by the jobs the school’s 
graduates have been offered, and the 
demand for its roster of recreational 
classes, her vision has truly come to 
fruition since the school opened its 
doors at the beginning of 2013. 

“Before opening the school I did 
years of research,” says Liano. She 
talked to numerous top chefs in the 
area, including the likes of Daniel 
Patterson (Coi) and Craig Stoll (Del- 
fina), and asked them what they 
wanted to see in new graduates who 
might come to work in their kitch- 
ens. “At the top of the list was in- 
stilling high quality work habits and 
curiosity — in essence, showing up 
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ready to learn and not believing they 
were already a top chef,” she says. 

Having determined what the 
professional program needed to 
offer — “we run the kitchen just 
like a restaurant at exactly the same 
intensity,’ she says — Liano set 
about building her team and looking 
for space. She turned to one of her 
own mentors, Catherine Pantsios, an 
experienced teacher and chef, and 
went from there, assembling an im- 
pressive team including Nicole Plue, 
director of pastry arts, and David 
Groff, the school’s lead recreational 
cooking instructor. 

The building she found also has a 
storied past. Originally built as a car 
dealership in 1910, it then housed a 
carburetor shop before being turned 
into arestaurant,Speedo _—»» p36 


Jodi Liano 
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690, by one of the founding fathers 
of Californian cuisine, Jeremiah 
Tower. “The hardest thing was antic- 
ipating how to use the space,” says 
Liano. “At the beginning we really 
didn’t know what we didn’t know.” 

The resulting school has two 
kitchens: one equipped exactly like a 
restaurant kitchen, the other — for 
the recreational cooking program — 
is kitted out with the appliances and 
tools most people have at home. 

Nearly 18 months in, SF Cooking 
School is already well established 
with local chefs and restaurants, 
many of which take Liano’s students 
for the two-month-long restaurant 
placement that is part of their train- 
ing. She now gets a steady stream of 
calls from kitchens looking to hire. 
“We've given restaurateurs a reliable 
source of talent,” she says. And the 
students themselves? “They’re more 
often than not people seeking a 
career change, from casting agents 
to technologists, lawyers, nurses, 
and advertising executives.” Each of 
them has to go through a rigorous 
selection to be admitted. 

SF Cooking School has quickly 
built a deep program of classes for the 
Bay Area’s foodies. From “Cook the 
Book” classes in which the staff teach- 
es passionate amateurs how to cook 
like celebrity chefs from their cook- 
books, to the more recent addition of 
Kitchen Wars. Students are divided 
into two kitchens and invited to com- 
pete against each other cooking and 
serving dishes from books like Thom- 
as Keller’s Bouchon or Charles Phan’s 
Vietnamese Home Cooking. 

As for Liano’s plans for the future, 
she doesn’t rule out expansion to 
other cities but says, “We are very 
focused on San Francisco right now 
and maximizing the schedule to sat- 
isfy demand on the recreational side.” 

Liano’s most rewarding moment 
so far? She answers without hesita- 
tion. “Seeing our first professional 
class of 14 graduate. There was 
a young guy who had previously 
worked in shipping and operations 
and as soon as he started the pro- 
gram it was clear he had found his 


Woodhouse Fish’s crab melt: 
Worth the high price tag. 






place ... He lit up. He did his extern- 
ship at Delfina and was hired to work 
there after he graduated. It’s been 
great to watch him progress.” 


SF Cooking School 


690 Van Ness, 346-2665, 
sfcooking.com. 


Woodhouse’s 
Crab Sandwich 
isa Buttery 
Indulgence 


By Omar Mamoon 


Steamed Dungeness crab 
requires nothing more besides a little 
(or alot of) melted butter anda 
squeeze of lemon. But when sand- 
wiched between a buttered split-top 
sourdough roll, well, sometimes you 
need to make exceptions in life. 

Woodhouse Fish Co. gets the 
bread for its crab rolls specially made 
and shipped to it each day. The out- 
sides of the roll are coated in butter 
and then heated to a crisp ona 
griddle. The bread’s center contrasts 
nicely, slightly soft from absorbing 
the butter-soaked crabmeat. Though 
a sourdough, it’s not overpoweringly 
so, allowing the sweetness of the del- 
icate crabmeat to come through. 

The dish is served with a side of 
long thin-cut fries — salty and crispy 
enough — and a small bowl of cole- 
slaw that is nothing worth writing 
about, but can and should be eaten 
as a last bite to end your meal on a 
lighter note. 

The crab roll is available at both 
Market and Filmore locations and 
is priced at $18 for a small (pictured 
above) and $26 for a large. It’s not by 
any means a cheap sandwich, but you 
know what they say: treat yo’self. 


Woodhouse Fish Co. 


Multiple locations; 
woodhousefish.com. 
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SOMEWHERE ALONG THE LINE 


Last Stop 


Cafe Terminus is a small 
chrome rectangle just two blocks away 
from the Ferry Building; it brews its 
own coffee in the mornings and serves 
absinthe punch all day. I imagined it 
fitting perfectly in a European train 
station, someplace where businessmen 
coming into the city and revelers 
heading out of it would meet at the end 
of the line to grab a quick drink before 
they caught their next train. That's 
even where | thought the name came 
from: “Terminus,” last stop. 

I like to imagine things like that. 
I have never been so wrong about a 
bar. 

I was trying to figure out why it 
also had a French Revolution vibe 
going ... with drink names like The 
Citizen’s Committee and Death in 
the Morning ... when I turned to 
the guy on the next stool over, who 
in a green T-shirt and hoodie 
was the only person there 
more casually dressed 
than me. 

He’d just ordered 
a Metro (bourbon, 
pastis, black 
currant liqueur). 

I was drinking 


anyone who doesn’t 
need to ask themselves, 
“Would I like absinthe 
punch?” 

“Have you noticed,” I asked, 

“that there’s an almost even split 
in this bar between people in suits 
and people who look like bike 
messengers?” 

“You know,” Josh said (his name 
was Josh), “I almost never make it 
out to this side of Market Street, but 
I'd noticed that as I got closer. A lot 
more guys in suits. I thought that 
didn’t happen here.” 

“Yeah, that’s the neighborhood” 
the bartender chimed in. 

“Are they different kinds of 
customers?” I asked. “Can you tell 
how they’ll behave by how they 
dress?” 

“Nah.” The bartender shook his 
head. “All the same.” 

“Where I work,” said Josh, “I 
never see suits. It’s completely in- 
formal.” 

“What line of work are you in?” 

“Software.” 

“Yep.” 

“T actually wouldn’t mind if things 
were a little more formal,” he said. 
“To tell you the truth. But I’d never 
say that there.” 

We live in a time when the 
informal is seen as a more honest 
expression of self, and the inarticulate 
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Because 


is seen as more trustworthy. That 
usually happens when the young 
become powerful, when age and 
wisdom are seen as deficits. But 
youth and informality are only good 
at bringing chaos — they can rarely 
establish order, and “tech” is surely a 
guillotine in which the jobs of older 
workers have been placed. That’s why 
most people still have a yearning for 
hierarchy somewhere in them, for 

a uniform that tells the world who 
they are and what their place is ... 
which is really a yearning for stability. 
For a chance to be certain about the 
world and your place in it, rather 
than seeing everything around you 
constantly disrupted. 

The trouble is that you can’t 
trust people in suits either. The 
more uniforms become fashion 
statements, the less they mean. 

I'd thought Café Terminus was 
wearing a uniform, when in fact it 
was being informal. As we talked, 
the bartender told me that 

“Terminus” has nothing 
to do with European 
train stations: It’s a 

brand of absinthe. 
And the Citizens 

Committee drink 

refers not to the 

bloodthirsty Reign 
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Morning? That's a 


course. 
Terminus seemed so much 

more ... prosaic, now. I'd thought this 
was a bar with an odd connection to 
something deep and dangerous in the 
human psyche, instead of an absinthe 
bar that made offhand references to 
San Francisco history. 

Tama storyteller at heart — I have 
a yearning to turn places like this into 
mythology. But not every bar has a 
grand truth on the menu. I ordered a 
Citizens Committee (gin, pastis, orgeat, 
mint, lemon) and enjoyed it thoroughly 
while perusing the list of spirits. 
Lots of good whiskeys here, plenty of 
absinthe, a limited selection of beer 
and wine, and a crowd that is just 
passing through. Nobody lives around 
here: They're catching a drink after 
work before they move on, to their real 
lives. There may be grand themes and 
elements of the collective unconscious 
at play in the Financial District, but 
mostly we’re just waiting to go home. 
Thinking about other things. Terminus 
is not the end of the line. 


TAQUERIA 
CAN-CUN 





Café Terminus 


16 California, 952-0481, 
terminussf.com. 


Benjamin.Wachs@SFWeekly.com 
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or Happy Hour Weekdays 


HAPPY HOUR 
4P-7P MON-FRI 


Joinu 


$3 BOTTLED BEERS 
$4 HOUSE WINE 
$5 COCKTAILS 
$5 SMALL BITES 
**FROM OUR HAPPY MENU** 


WWW.JASPERSCORNERTAP.COM 
401 TAYLOR STREET SAN FRANCSICO, CA 
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3415 California Street (at Laurel St.) FREE PARKING IN REAR 
Open daily 1lam-9:30pm | Beer & Wine | Take-out | Catering 
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ie ef t t 
Join Us for LIVE LATIN JAZZ, 1st Wednesday Every Hi 


ss 


GIFT CARD 


Valid one per customer. Minimum of $15 purchase. 
Not valid with other offers. Offer expires 5/25/14. 
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Boom Boom 


San Franciscots 
Funkiest Club 


LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUESDAY thru SUNDAY | 'til 2:00 am+) 
“HAPPY HOUR” EVERYDAY 


4PM 'til 8PM: 
$4 WELLS/S4 DRAFTS /S2 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 
WEDNESDAY MAY 7 2014 FREE 


** THE LARKADE ** 
Feat: * RACHEL LARK, PAPA BEAR 
& EASY LOVE, JK47 * 
Featuring some of the Bay Area’s most 
original and complelling live performers 


THURSDAY MAY 8 2014 $7 
(NEW ORLEANS METERS STYLE FUNK) 


** EAMONN FLYNN AND SWAMPED ** 


FRIDAY MAY 9 2014 $10 
FREE BEFORE 9:00PM 
(BOOGALOO, SOUL, FUNK) 
(GOING LATE-NIGHT 9:30 PM TILL’ 2:30AM+) 


** STEPPIN’ ** 
Plus: * DJ K-OS * 
An evening of ass shakin’, body movin’, jazzy 
funky soul-greasy dance-charged boogaloo. 


SATURDAY MAY 10 2014 $15 


** SKERIK & 
WIL BLADES ** 


Feat: * BIG THOMAS MCCREE (LYRICS BORN), 
SIMON LOTT, JEFF PARKER, BRANDON 
ETZLER, & MORE * 


SUNDAY MAY 11 2014 FREE 


** RETURN OF THE CYPHER ** 
(ROTC) 
With: * DJ KEVVY KEV * 

Plus: * DAVU & BOTTOM HAMMER * 
Locally-sourced organic Hip-Hop for 
the people, by the people 
TUESDAY MAY 13 2014 FREE 


** LOUNGE DISCO 
TUESDAY NITES ** 


House DJ spinning rare grooves & funk 
for your enjoyment in the Stylee Room 
with ‘da Juke-Joint Boom! 


WEDNESDAY MAY 14 2014 $10 


** THE W-BEEZ ** 
Feat: * WIL BLADES, WILL BERNARD, JOE COHEN 
(JAZZ MAFIA HORNS), BRANDON ETZLER * 
Plus: SPECIAL GUESTS 
A Funky Bay Area sensational Band 
will burn it down a tthe Boom Boom 
Room on Wednesday night. 


THURSDAY MAY 15 2014 $5 (ADV) 
(FUNK/ ROCK N ROLL) 


** HIBBITY DIBBITY ** 


Hibbity Dibbity is rapidly becomming a must- 
see band in the San Francisco music scene. 
FRIDAY MAY 16 2014 $10 (ADV) 
FREE BEFORE 9PM!!! 


** NAIVE MELODIES ** 
Talking Heads Bash 
Plus: * DJ K-OS * 
With blends of three-part harmonies, 
synthesizers, and heavy grooves, this 3-piece 
dance machine does Talking Heads right! 


SATURDAY MAY 17 2014 $12 (ADV) 


** GREASETRAPS ** 
Plus: * SURE FIRE SOUL ENSEMBLE * 
And: * DJ K-OS * 

Rare deep funk, instrumental soul, and 
70’s Funk Jazz dance classics. 


1601 FILLMORE ST. AT GEARY, SF 


(415)673-8000 boomboomblues.com 
ADV. TICKETS AVAILABLE @ boomboomtickets.com 
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At the Zoo With Antwon 


Discussing kangaroos, existential dread, and the decadent rapper's fierce new album. 


By Ian S. Port 


We’re watching the sea lions 
when Antwon begins to get sad. It’s a 
pleasant Wednesday afternoon at the 
San Francisco Zoo, and the larger and 
more rotund of the two sea lions is out 
by the side of his enclosure’s little pool, 
wriggling in the sun, looking like 
someone who went to bed with a belly 
full of Mexican food. He shakes his 
blubbery coat around one way, and 
then another, irritated. “Damn, that’s 
me when I’m asleep,’ says Antwon, 
watching intently. The large and some- 
what rotund San Jose rapper had been 
jokey and easygoing all afternoon, but 
now he is quiet. 

“Tm sad,” he finally mutters, 
mostly to himself. “I’m sad from the 
zoo. That’s why I stay at my house. 

I don't get depressed if I stay at my 
house.” 

Another pause, and he corrects 
himself. 

“Oh, yeah I do. All the time.” 

If you listen to Antwon’s music, as 
rap fans around the country increas- 
ingly do, you may find it not entirely 
surprising that there is a well of mel- 
ancholy deep within this 27-year- 
old. His music is not sad, exactly — 
in direct light, it is debauched, fierce, 
and sometimes triumphant. But it’s 
also more than a little terrifying, 
and that’s part of what makes it so 
compelling. You sense that Antwon 
is bellowing at full-gale strength the 
lurid details of his seemingly endless 
sexual encounters because he feels 
that he might die at any moment. 
This is not your standard, I-could- 
get-hit-by-a-bus-today awareness, 
but a leaden certainty that the end 
is coming soon and will be partially 
self-incurred. Death because Antwon 
doesn’t expect anything better from 
life. Death as a punishment — anda 
just one — for how he lives. Which is 
decadently. 

One of Antwon’s 2013 singles is 
called “Dying in the Pussy,” and it 
equates good sex with the big end. 
“It’s like I died in that maaafuckin’ 
pussy,’ goes the refrain over a slow, 
dreadful vamp, and a few lines will 
give you a feel for what Antwon’s 
music can be like: 


Lay down on that bed 

Got my hands over your throat 
Kegels workin’ for your pussy, girl 
‘Cause the pussy get soaked 


Utterly frank, five steps past ex- 


cessive, and also heavily portentous: 
This is Antwon. But if sex is about 
bragging for many rappers, it serves 
a somewhat different purpose in 
Antwon’s music. Here it’s a kind of 
existential cataloguing, a tallying 
of the moments and the feelings as 
they come and pass. Antwon grew up 
playing in punk and hardcore bands, 
so the emo mode of confessional 
lyric-writing comes naturally to him. 
The explicitness oddly makes him 
seem more vulnerable, too. “I just try 
to explain emotions involved with 
sexual feelings,” he says. “It’s just 
being very open to sex, which scares 
people sometimes. I’m not trying to 
be a misogynist.” 

This bellowing, invincible Antwon 
— the side that rhymes carelessly 
about “pussy juice” — is contradict- 
ed by a heartbroken, doomed-feel- 
ing, sea lion-watching side of Ant- 
won, whose lyrical tone is markedly 
different. “Loser,” off his new album, 
is basically a two-minute monologue 


of grief: 


I used to have a heart it once was 
filled with love 

I used to know someone who told me 
we was one 

Reality set in, now lonely there ever 
was 

Could find somebody at this mo- 
ment, I don’t give a fuck 


Chasing sex and cheating death 
to fill the void left by love isn’t a 
new theme in music, of course, but 
it is a powerful one. “The Doors 
insisted that love was sex and sex 
was death and therein lay salvation,” 
wrote Joan Didion of the lustful and 
doomed L.A. band. But in Antwon’s 
music, there is no salvation. The 
weed and the women never quite 
add up to a way of forgetting that we 
are sad, lonely animals writhing un- 
comfortably in a stupid little world. 


Antwon has been looking forward 
to the kangaroos all day. As he takes 
them in, amid flurries of young chil- 
dren, he talks, in casual profanity, 
about his life: Born Antonio Williams 
in Florida to a black father and a Fili- 
pino mother. Moved to California to 
be close to family. His father left; they 
are notin touch. At 9, Antwon discov- 
ered he had a half sister. He lived with 
his grandmother and now lives with 
his mother in the South Bay. He was 
kicked out of high school “cause I 
didn’t do work,” but his continuation 
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school bought him a guitar, which he 
learned how to play. He liked Green 
Day and Blink-182, was always into 
rap. He played in a bunch of local punk 
and then hardcore bands, tried rap- 
ping, but gave up. “I didn’t think I 
could be a rapper,’ he says. “I didn’t see 
rappers who looked like me.” Eventu- 
ally, he tried again. 

One of those tries was the mix- 
tape Fantasy Beds, whose undeniable 
strength helped turn Antwon into 
a local underground celebrity. And 
this week, after several mixtapes of 
increasing quality, Antwon releases 
his debut album, Heavy Hearted in 
Doldrums. Its very existence is a 
vindication of sorts: proof that there 
is room in rap for a confessional ex- 
punk rocker with a taste for explicit 
rhymes and emotional frankness 
— plus tons and tons of doom. “I 
don’t think any of the songs are even 
that dark,” says Antwon of the new 
album, though it’s not clear whether 
he’s serious, or what his standards 
of darkness are. “They’re pretty hap- 
py-sounding, maybe.” (They are not.) 

Heavy Hearted in Doldrums is, 
however, filled with some of the best 
beats Antwon has ever rhymed over: 
a mechanical funk workout courte- 





Antwon 


Cali Dewitt 


sy of local wizard Matrixxman on 
“Cold Tears,” and a boom-bap victory 
lap from Walsh — who produced 
Antwon’s breakthrough track “Heli- 
copter” — on “Mr. Intercontinental,” 
one of the album’s most buoyant 
moments. 

Lyrically, there is no lack of ex- 
plicit sex-obsessed Antwon, nor 
of heartbroken, sea-lion-watching 
Antwon, in the new songs. But in 
person, after a couple of hours at the 
zoo, he seems markedly removed 
from either of the characters he 
plays: just a soft-spoken, funny dude 
with a keen intelligence. Walking 
out of the zoo after an afternoon of 
chasing peacocks and marveling at 
kangaroos, you could forget how he 
comes off in his music, how libidi- 
nous, how dangerous, how doomed. 
Is he really on probation, as he allud- 
ed to in one song? 

Yes, for graffiti. 

And, um, is his life really as full of 
reckless blowjobs and hard drugs as 
his lyrics suggest? 

He gets quiet, almost shy, as we 
walk toward the exit. 

“Probably,” he says, a note of lev- 
ity in his voice. “Sometimes. When 
there’s kangaroos and shit.” 
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BOOGALOO ' TEMPLE SATURDAYS 
BOUNCE 'W/ DAVID 
VOL. 2 i: PUENTEZ 


EVERY TUESDAY 


PAINTING 
THEIPEOPLE 


PLOPLE. PROTO Peete 


TURN IN TURN UP 


d “A 
W/ JOHNNY 5 2 







COM 


DEMETRI MARTIN 
LIVE 





DRINKS ¢ FOOD * MUSIC 
WED 5/7 7PM Si2 ADV / $14 DOOR 


GARCIA-saM MEETS AMERICANA 
N[THETHUGZ ah. 


THU 5/8 7PM $18 ADV / $20 DOOR 


SU TSA 6: 30PM x ut / $15 DOOR 


WSABEAUTIFULDAY 


0) ) 7PM m ADV / $17 DOOR 


FRI 5/16 8PM on ADV / $27 DOOR 


WONDERBREADS) = 


‘- 5/I7 8PM $22 ADV / $24 DOOR 


AND AND MARSHOEL le 


SUN 5/18 6PM $12 ADV / $14DO0R 
‘DIRTY CELLO a 
WED 5/21 7PM, $20 ADV / $22 DOOR 
CHARLIE HUNTER & 
SCOTT AMENDOLA 
THU 5/22 7PM $22 ADV / $27 DOOR 


TAB BENOIT © 
JIMMY LESLIE 


MAY 8 
ZELLERBACH HALL 


=18b 4 
su len.d—eee LYVENnATION.com 
AT 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT LIVENATION.COM, TICKETMASTER OR CHARGE-BY-PHONE: (800) 745-3000 
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SIZZLE & FIZZLE 


Highs and lows from 
the last week in S.F. music. 


SIZZLE 

@ Stern Grove announced its 2014 series 
of free Sunday concerts - and this year's 

is among the best we can remember. The 
lovely forest on the city’s west side will host 
Rufus Wainwright, the Zombies, the Funky 
Meters, Andrew Bird, Smokey Robinson, and 
more. The series kicks off June 12. 








@ After an inaugural run at the Mon- 
terey County Fairgrounds last year, the 
indie-leaning First City Festival will 
return in 2014 with some major headliners, 
including Beck, The National, the Naked 
and Famous, and Best Coast. Now Nor-Cal 
really has an embarrassment of big music 
festivals. 








i We caught Marcus Shelby and his 
orchestra playing Duke Ellington classics 
at UC Berkeley, and it was excellent: a 
reminder that in jazz, swing is the ruler of 
all things. The soloists were transcendent, 
and the band was rock-solid, too. A venture 
into Such Sweet Thunder, Ellington's Shake- 
Speare companion suite, didn’t work quite 
as well, but didn't spoil the night. 


FIZZLE 

@ Outside Lands sold out faster than 
ever, but it seems some who scooped up 
tickets were just looking to make a buck. 
One Craiglist ad asked more then twice 
face value for weekend passes - $600 for 
one general admission pass, and $1,000 
for a single VIP pass. Unless you're seeing 
the ‘Stones or Prince in a small club, those 
prices are ridiculous. 





M@ Musicians should think twice before 
going to Dubai. Scorpions drummer James 
Kottak is the latest artist to get busted for 
being drunk or carrying trace amounts of 
drugs in the ultraconservative United Arab 
Emirates. The British DJ Grooverider got 
four years in jail for landing in Dubai with 
long-forgotten weed crumbs in his pocket. 
Yikes! 








@ A letter painting an ugly picture of 
Kurt Cobain's marriage to Courtney 
Love caused an online furor — but was 
apparently written by her as a joke. 
Found in Kurt's wallet at the time of his 
suicide, it reads, “Do you Kurt Cobain take 
Courtney Michelle Love to be your lawful 
shredded wife even when she’s a bitch with 
zits and siphoning all yr money for Doping 
and whoring.” But the couple often wrote 
sarcastic notes to one another, according 
to a biographer. 


For full versions of the above stories 
and much more about S.F. music, check 
out All Shook Down, our music blog, at 
sfweekly.com/shookdown. 


WED LGN aciaiesiuie 


SPIDER HEART 
VOLLMER, SEA DRAMAS, 
VOID BOYS 


UL AFROLICIOUS 


g: ae with DJs/Hosts 
$5 B4 |PLEASUREMAKER & SENOR 02 


Mi see and resident percussionists 


ZT FIX YR HAIR 


10pm {A Crazy Flamboyant Queer Dance Party 
with DJs 


(Swagger Like Us) 
Bersa Discos presents 


TORMENTA 


TROPICAL 

FACTION SOUND CREW 
DJ AREMS (Vancouver) 

DJ TANNER (NYC) 

IRON LYON (Miami) 
BROADWAY SLIM 


(Pickster & Riot Earp, AZ) 
with resident DJs 


ORO 11 & DEEJAY THEORY 


DUB MISSION 


presents the best in dub, roots 
reggae & dancehall with 


NS 
MANEESH the TWISTER 


PETER LIONHEART & LUV FYAH 
(Inner Standing Sound/Oakland) 


BOMBSHELL BETTY 
& HER BURLESQUETEERS 


WHITE CLOUD, WILD WILD WETS 
and POPGANG DJS 


LLB Afro-Tropi-Electric-Samba-Funk 


»30Pm |AFROLICIOUS 
$5 84 |THE RETURN OF MANICATO 


os cee with DJs/Hosts 
AFTER |PLEASUREMAKER & SENOR 0Z 


“THE SOCIAL" 


ANDER PAAK 

& THE FREE NATIONALS 
Live sets from TEEKO & ION 
THE PRIZE + DJ VINROC 


SATURDAY NIGHT 
SOUL PARTY 


with DJS LUCKY, PAUL PAUL, 
and PHENGREN OSWALD 


$5 discount in semi-formal attire 


UPCOMING 


SUN 5/18 
MON 5/19 
TUE 5/20 PORRETA 

WED 5/21 ~—LEAETHER STRIP W/ INHALT 


ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 
647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


DUB MISSION: DJ SEP, J BOOGIE 
FLOOR/ THRONES 





LOST INTHE NIGHT 


A Model 
Gathering 


The Apex Tour offers a 
glimpse at what a San 
Francisco underground 
dance festival could be. 


By Derek Opperman 


It’s an oft-repeated question: 
San Francisco has a thriving club cul- 
ture, so why doesn’t it have a world-class 
electronic festival of its own? Surely the 
Bay Area could support something 
along the lines of Seattle’s Decibel or 
Montreal's Mutek. Why this hasn't hap- 
pened yet is anyone’s guess, but this Sat- 
urday offers a glimpse of how such an 
event might look. Liaison Artists (a 
booking agency) and Om Records have 
combined forces to create the Apex 
North American tour — a wild, all-night 
party featuring a roster of major DJs 
pulled from around the world. The San 
Francisco edition arrives this Saturday 
at the Factory, a massive but mostly un- 
used relic left over from the’90s club 
boom. (Trust us: The novelty of the 
venue is almost worth the price of ad- 
mission alone.) 

With all parties, though, the draw is 
the music. Apex’s DJs lean toward the 
bigger and techier end of the sound 
spectrum, with a list dominated by 
DJ duos that trade in the dark sheen 
of contemporary tech-house. The 
headliner is Tale of Us, an Italian duo 
whose tracks, like last year’s “Angel,” 
temper the now-standard big room, 
bass line-led formula with elements 
from unusual sources, like 80s pop (a 
la Depeche Mode), mid-’00s nu-disco, 
and drugged-out left-field techno. This 
work of U.K. duo Blond:ish is similarly 
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informed, albeit with a lighter, more 
funk-oriented touch. New York outfit 
Thugfucker rounds things out with 
a comparatively breezy approach. Its 
2010 track “Disco Gnome” was a care- 
free anthem whose vocal chorus and 
infectiously noodling synths made it a 
full-blown earworm. 

Perhaps the most interesting artist 
on the bill is U.K. DJ Joy Orbison. 
He takes inspiration from that fertile 
moment when dubstep shattered 
into a million little subgenres, and 
his music has been pushing bound- 
aries ever since the 2009 release of 
“Hyph Mango,” his bizarre U.K. ga- 
rage-meets-dubstep debut. His most 
recent track, “Big Room Tech House 
DJ Tool — TIP!,” is a remake of classic 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


DJ Stingray at F8 

10 p.m. Thursday, May 8. $5-$10; 
feightsf.com 

Derrick May once called techno “a complete 
mistake ... like George Clinton and Kraft- 
werk caught in an elevator.” That descrip- 
tion doesn't quite fit the genre today, but it 
fits DJ Stingray’s aesthetic. Revered as the 
touring DJ for legendary Detroit techno 
outfit Drexciya, his style is rooted in tech- 
no's ‘80s electro roots, with hyperactive 


boom-bap drums and freakishly aggressive, 


fuzzed-out bass. 


Mighty Real presents A Tribute to 
Frankie Knuckles at Mighty 

10 p.m. Saturday, May 10. $15-$25; 
mighty119.com 

March 31, 2014, was a sad day for fans of 
house music. That date marked the unex- 
pected death of Frankie Knuckles, a man 
widely credited with having invented the 
genre in the late ‘70s and early ‘80s through 
the music he played at a now-famous Chi- 
cago club called the Warehouse. This Satur- 
day, Mighty celebrates Knuckles’ legacy with 
a full evening dedicated to his memory. 





Joy Orbison 


U.K. garage with jerked percussion, 
smoky vocals, and a churning bass 
line that never seems to hit in the 
same place twice. His DJ sets are 
similarly creative, incorporating the 
hyperfuturistic U.K. sounds of today 
with choice cuts pulled from house 
and techno. So Apex may not be the 
answer to San Francisco's dance festi- 
val woes, but it’s at least a start. 


Apex: San Francisco with Tale 
of Us, Joy Orbison, Thugfucker, 
Blond:ish, Blackbird Blackbird, 

Galen, Solar, Richie Panic, Sleaze- 
more, Shiny Objects, Jason Ken- 
dig, and Jackie House 

at The Factory 


8 p.m. Saturday, May 10, $15-$30; 
sfclubs.com 


Icee Hot with Omar S at F8 

10 p.m. Friday, May 9. $5-$10; feightsf.com 
It's hard to classify the music of Omar S. 
The Detroit native has a sound that effort- 
less glides between the poles of old-school 
house and techno, but also incorporates as- 
pects of psychedelia and 8-bit videogame 
music. The result is something that’s oddly 
familiar yet entirely distinct, which is why 
he's such a revered figure in contemporary 
dance music. His DJ sets are raw and often 
played on vinyl. 


Play it Cool and Face present Mark Seven 
and Mans Erikson at Public Works loft 

9 p.m. Saturday, May 10. $10; publicsf.com 
There's more to Sweden than its main- 
stream EDM output. Case in point are the 
headliners at this Saturday's collaboration 
between Play it Cool and Face. Mark Seven 
is a Stockholm-based producer whose re- 
cent output contrasts dubby and electronic 
‘80s disco with pitch-perfect ‘90s house. 
Mans Ericson is a Swedish ex-pat now living 
in New York, whose DJ sets explore the 
wildest frontiers of obscure ‘70s disco. Full 
disclosure: I'm a part of this party. 
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FULL COVERAGE: 
NBA/NHL PLAYOFFS 
BASEBALL COVERAGE 


HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 
M-F4-7PM 


dddd POLK (AT GREEN ST! 
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“The Best Comedy Club in The USA!”-pave cuappeue Sede y 
SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 


WEDNESDAY 377. WEDNESDAY 5/28 - SATURDAY 5/31 
FROM LETTERMAN AND LAST COMIC STANDING! 
TOMMY JOHNAGIN 


KEITH LOWELL JENSEN PRESENTS: 
_SESSION: A JAZZ AND COMEDY JAM. 
MATT FULCHIRON, RED SCOTT 
WEDNESDAY 6/4 - SATURDAY 6/7 


FRIDAY 5/9 - SATURDAY 5/10 2 
FROM CONAN AND LATE NIGHT WITH JIMMY FALLON! 


AS SEEN ON CONAN! 
LENOX 
TUESDAY 5/13 
FROM El’S CHELSEA ine RO RY SCOVEL 
BRENDAN LYNCH, MATT LEB 


THURSDAY 6/12 - SATURDAY 6/14 
FROM FX’S LOUIE AND INSIDE AMY SCHUMER! 


ROBERT KELLY 


BRAD TRACKMAN, GARY ANDERSON 


WEDNESDAY 6/18 - SATURDAY 6/21 
FROM NBC’S THE OFFICE AND LETTERMAN! 


DARRYL 


CONOR KELLICUTT, CHRIS BURNS 


Ng 


_ HEY GURL! 
WEDNESDAY 5/14 - SATURDAY 5/17 
FROM CHELSEA LATELY AND COMEDY CENTRAL! f: 
MO MANDEL .7 


NICO SANTOS, COLLEEN WATSON 
ROBERT HAWKINS MIKE E. WINFIELD 


La LARRY “BUBBLES” BROWN, GREG EDWARDS GEOFF TATE, KASEEM BENTLEY 


FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF @ TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF ¢ PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM © ABOVE 444 BATTERY STREET 
18 & OVER © 2 DRINK MINIMUM © ALL SHOWS ARE LIVEAND SUBJECTTO CHANGE® CALL FOR SHOW TIMES © 415-397-PLSF 


FOLLOW ; 
a CaS 
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WEDNESDAY 5/21 - SATURDAY 5/24 .\ 
FROM COMEDY CENTRAL AND CONAN! 


AND 


TWITTER 
FACEBOOK! 2C 


THURSDAY 5/8 
SLANTED COMEDY 


THURSDAY 5/22 - SATURDAY 5/25 
YANNIS 
PAPPAS 

As seen as Maurica on Youtube! 


FRIDAY 5/30 - SUNDAY 6/1 
CHARLIE MURPHY’S 
ACID TRIP 
From Chappelle’s Show! 
FRIDAY 6/6 - SATURDAY 6/7 
AISHA 
TYLER 
hon Archer andiheak! ee 


THURSDAY 6/19 - SATURDAY 6/21 
CHRIS DISTEFANO { 
AND DAMIEN LEMON 3 J 


From MTV's Guy Code! 


FRIDAY 5/9 - THURSDAY 5/15 - 
SATURDAY 5/10 | SATURDAY 5/17 


THE SKLAR STEVE LEMME & 
BROTHERS | KEVIN HEFFERNAN 


From The Sklarbro From Super Troopers 
Podcast! and Beerfest! 
ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum ¢ 18 & older with valid ID 


915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO ¢ SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 
Validated Parking @ Anchorage Garage, 500 Beach St. 


WWW.COBBSCOMEDY.COM 


ticketmaster.com 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket 
prices are subject to change without notice. 
All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 


citi 
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Hu © 


INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE 


THURSDAY 
OCTOBER 16 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 7 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $30.50 


NEEDTOBREATHE 


La’) @'/:\) [@ 3 


SATURDAY, MAY 10 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $25.00 


OLD 97°S 


SUNDAY, MAY I1 
DOORS 6/ SHOW 6:40 ¢ $25.00 


PAGANFEST 


KORPIKLAANI ¢ TURISAS - CHTHONIC 
VARG - WINTERHYMN 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 14 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $35.00 


JAMES BLUNT 


OH HONEY 


FRIDAY, MAY 16 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $50.00 


DANITY KANE 


SATURDAY, MAY 17 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $19.50 


KISHI BASHI 


PLUME GIANT 


THURSDAY, MAY 22 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $25.00 


PANDA BEAR 


PEAKING LIGHTS 


ticketmaster.com 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE Ch] ) , MORE 
TWITTER: @FILLMORESF 


1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 28 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $49.50 


HUGH LAURIE 


WITH THE COPPER 
BOTTOM BAND 


MONDAY, JUNE 2 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $22.50 


KELIS 


SATURDAY, JUNE 7 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $26.00 


tUnE-yArDs 


THE SESHEN 


SUNDAY, JUNE 8 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $22.50 


Relci le 


QUEST - CASTRO 


SATURDAY, JUNE 14 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $25.00 


METRONOMY 


CLOUD CONTROL 


FRIDAY, JUNE 27 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $25.00 


LEE FIELDS & 
THE EXPRESSIONS 


UONES, Cx Citi 
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Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact Clubs 
Editor John Graham by email (John.Graham@ 
Sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or mail (225 Bush 
St. 17th, Floor, S.F.,CA 94104). To change an existing 
listing, call 536-8147. Deadline is noon Tuesday for 
the following week's issue. Our Concerts section 
lists major shows and special events. Call individual 
clubs for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are in the 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


CLUBS 
WEDNESDAY 5/7 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Midnight Sons, Down & Outlaws, Sweetwater 
Black, 9 p.m., $10. 

El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Electric Shepherd, 
Linear Downfall, Buzzmutt, 8 p.m., $5. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Kiwi Time, 
Spider Heart, Sea Dramas, Void Boys, benefit for 
the Deli SF, 9 p.m. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Beekeepers, 
We Are the Men, Lil Dowager, 8:30 p.m., $6. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Trapdoor 
Social, UVTraveler, KennyO, 8 p.m., $10. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. We 
Are Scientists, Paws, 8 p.m., $16-$18. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. The 
Memphis Murder Men, The Gillbillies, Grit & Gold, 
Bay Area Vixens, DJ Hawk, 9:30 p.m., $7. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Fallen Riviera, 
Cure for Gravity, Should We Run, Horses Heaven, 
8:30 p.m., $5. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Chiodos, Emarosa, 
Hands Like Houses, Our Last Night, 7:30 p.m., $18. 

Union Square Park: 333 Post, San Francisco. Moon- 
alice, 6 p.m., free. 


DANCE 
Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 


Local Trip 


MONDO DRAG 


Prize, Return to Mono, Vicereine, DJ Jackfruit, 9 
p.m., $5-$8. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Sticky 
Wednesdays,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m., free. 
Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Bondage-A- 
Go-Go," w/ DJ Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 

p.m., $7-S10. 

Club X: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. ‘Electro Pop 
Rocks,” 18+ dance night with Victor Niglio, Jake 
Sgarlato, Shelboy, Linx, SwitchBlade, Mr. Brandon, 
more, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘‘Housepitality,"” w/ 
Sety, Sepehr, Victor Vega, Mrs. Blythe, 9 p.m., 
$5-$10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “What?," w/ 
resident DJ Tisdale and guests, 7 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Booty Call," w/ 
Juanita More, Joshua J, guests, 9 p.m., $3. 


HIP-HOP 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Mixtape 
Wednesday,” w/ resident DJs Strategy, Junot, Herb 
Digs, & quests, 9 p.m., $5. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. ‘Wavy Wens- 
daze," 9 p.m.., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. “The 
Larkade,” w/ Rachel Lark, Papa Bear & The Easy 
Love, JK47, 9:30 p.m., free. 

Cafe Divine: 1600 Stockton, San Francisco. Craig 
Ventresco & Meredith Axelrod, 7 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Jeanie & 
Chuck's Bluegrass Country Jam, First Wednesday 
of every month, 9 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Gaucho, Eric 
Garland’s Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., free. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco. “Cat's 
Corner,” 9 p.m., $10. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Scott Larson 
Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. DZ Trio, 
8 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. The Cosmo Alley- 
cats featuring Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m., free. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 


With Kadavar, The Shrine, and DJ Rob Metal. 9:30 p.m. 

Friday, May 9, at Bottom of the Hill. $12; bottomofthehill.com 
Where the forefathers of heavy psych and prog-metal left off in the mid 
°70s, Mondo Drag has picked up today. The Oakland outfit sets Sabbath-y 
guitars against melodies distorted by echo and phaser effects. These surreal 
soundscapes are infused with keyboard and synth passages reminiscent of 
the early years of Yes. A song like “New Rituals” showcases the group’s dy- 
namic by starting with an ominous drone, then building to upbeat tempos 
and chaotic interludes that highlight the band members’ musicianship. Ex- 
pect Mondo Drag’s Bottom of the Hill show this week to be a mind-trip. 


Adrian Rodriguez 
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Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. Michael 
Parsons, 9 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Steve Snelling, 8 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 6:30- 
11:30 p.m., $5. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Jeff Coffin & The Mu’tet, 8 p.m., $26-$30. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Anne O'Brien, First 
Wednesday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Bao- 
bab!,”" timba dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 10 
p.m., $5. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. ““Bachatali- 
cious,” w/ DJs Good Sho & Rodney, 7 p.m. continues 
through June 1, $5-$10. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Sandor Moss Quartet, 8 p.m. 


CONCERTS 


WEDNESDAY 5/7 


Morrissey: W/ Kristeen Young, 8 p.m., sold out. 
City National Civic, 135 W. San Carlos, San Jose. 

Needtobreathe: W/ Foy Vance, 8 p.m., $30.50- 
$42.50 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, 
San Francisco. 

SF Weekly Best of San Francisco 2014 Party: 
Benefit for the San Francisco Firefighters 
Cancer Prevention Foundation with live music 
by The Frosted Tips, 6-9 p.m., $15. Public Works, 
161 Erie, San Francisco. 


THURSDAY 5/8 


The Bad Plus: Playing The Rite of Spring, 7:30 
p.m., $25-$45. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin, 
San Francisco. 

The Brian Jonestown Massacre: W/ Joel Gion & 
The Primary Colours, 8 p.m., $25. Fox Theater 
- Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 

Kill the Zo Tour: W/ Kill the Noise, Mat Zo, 9 p.m., 
$25. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San 
Francisco. 

Lumerians: W/ Zombie Zombie, Maus Haus, 9 p.m., 
$16. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ conductor Ton Koopman and 
featured performers Teresa Wakim, Bogna 
Bertosz, Tilman Lichdi, and Klaus Mertens, 8 
p.m., $15-$156. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness, San Francisco. 


FRIDAY 5/9 


The Bad Plus: Playing music from Inevitable 
Western, 7:30 p.m., $25-$45. SFJAZZ Center, 
205 Franklin, San Francisco. 

The Glitch Mob: W/ Ana Sia, Penthouse Penthouse, 
9 p.m., sold out. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, 
San Francisco. 

Juan Gabriel: 9 p.m., $70-$286.75 advance. SAP 
Center, 525 W. Santa Clara St., San Jose. 

Loop: W/ White Fence, Carlton Melton, 9 p.m., 
$19. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco. 

Rodrigo y Gabriela: W/ Zach Heckendorf, 8 p.m., 
sold out. Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, 
Oakland. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ conductor Ton Koopman and 
featured performers Teresa Wakim, Bogna 
Bertosz, Tilman Lichdi, and Klaus Mertens, 6:30 
p.m., $15-$156. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness, San Francisco. 

Stephen Marley: W/ Wayne Marshall, Jo Mersa, 9 
p.m., $27.50-$30. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 
Sutter, San Francisco. 


SATURDAY 5/10 


All About Love: Mother's Day show with Joe, Guy, 
SWV, El DeBarge, 8 p.m., $57-$80. Paramount 
Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland. 

The Art Deco Preservation Ball: 30th annual ben- 
efit party for the Art Deco Society of California 
featuring music by Don Neely’s Royal Society 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“Frigo-Bar,’’ First Wednesday of every month, 9 
p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. How- 
ellDevine, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 


SOUL 


Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Color Me Badd,” 
coloring books and R&B jams with Matt Haze, DJ 
Alarm, Broke-Ass Stuart, guests, Wednesdays, 
5:30-9:30 p.m., free. 


THURSDAY 5/8 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Acid 
Mothers Temple & The Melting Paraiso U.F.0., Per- 
haps, OGOD (Over-Gain Optimal Death), 9 p.m., $12. 

Converse San Francisco: 838 Market, San Francisco. 


Jazz Orchestra, 7 p.m., $100-$150. Bimbo's 
365 Club, 1025 Columbus, San Francisco. 

The Bad Plus: Playing music from Inevitable 
Western, 7:30 p.m., $25-$45. SFJAZZ Center, 
205 Franklin, San Francisco. 

Old 97's: W/ Nikki Lane, 9 p.m., $25-$35 advance. 
The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

San Francisco Oysterfest: AdvoKids benefit 
concert with Edward Sharpe & The Magnetic 
Zeros, Poolside, Ra Ra Riot, Crash, 11 a.m., 
$39. Golden Gate Park, Sharon Meadow, John 
F. Kennedy, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ conductor Ton Koopman and 
featured performers Teresa Wakim, Bogna 
Bertosz, Tilman Lichdi, and Klaus Mertens, 8 
p.m., $15-$156. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness, San Francisco. 

Tim McGraw: W/ Kip Moore, Cassadee Pope, 
7 p.m., $29.75-$85.45 advance. Shoreline 
Amphitheatre, 1 Amphitheatre, Mountain View. 

Twenty One Pilots: W/ NONONO, Hunter Hunted, 
8 p.m., $25. Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 Tele- 
graph, Oakland. 


SUNDAY 5/ 11 


Archetti: The Brandenberg Concertos: 3 p.m., 
$35-$45. Marines’ Memorial Theatre, 609 
Sutter, San Francisco. 

The Bad Plus: Playing The Rite of Spring, 7 p.m., 
$25-$45. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin, San 
Francisco. 

Christian Tetzlaff: 7 p.m., $15-$150. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony Chamber Music: W/ Alexander 
Barantschik, Anton Nel, and Peter Wyrick, 2 
p.m., $55-$59. Florence Gould Theater at the 
Legion of Honor, 100 34th Ave., San Francisco. 

Mimi Chu: 7 p.m., $38-$108. Warfield Theatre, 982 
Market, San Francisco. 

Paganfest America: Part V: W/ Korpiklaani, 
Turisas, Chthonic, Varg, Winterhymn, 6 p.m., 
$25-$35 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, 
San Francisco. 

Riff Raff: W/ Grandtheft, 8 p.m., $23-$25. The 
Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 


MONDAY 5/12 


An Evening with Richard Thompson: Solo acous- 
tic show, 8 p.m., $38. Great American Music 
Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

Ms. Lauryn Hill: 8 p.m., $49.50-$82.50. Warfield 
Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco. 

Perfect Day: The 1ith Annual Cabaret to Fight 
AIDS: AIDS/LifeCycle benefit with Donna 
Sachet, Sean Ray, and many more, 8 p.m., 
$35-$50. Feinstein's at the Nikko, 222 Mason, 
San Francisco. 


TUESDAY 5/13 


A Great Big World: W/ Greg Holden, 8 p.m., 
$20-$22. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, 
San Francisco. 

An Evening with Richard Thompson: Solo acous- 
tic show, 8 p.m., $38. Great American Music 
Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 





100% ADDITIVE-FREE 
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lor more tnforrnaion On Our 
orvinte EV OLN (LP OTN, 


visit www.sfntc.com 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 
By Pregnant Women May Result in Fetal 
Injury, Premature Birth, And Low Birth Weight. 


No additives in our tobacco 
does NOT mean a safer cigarette. 


Organic tobacco does NOT 
mean a Safer cigarette. 
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“Converse Rubber Tracks,” w/ Surf Club, DJ Ma- 
trixxman, 6 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 ith St., San Francisco. Nightmares, 
Pvris, Alive Like Me, 8:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Butt Problems, 
Thee Nodes, Quaaludes, 9 p.m., $7. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Survival 
Knife, Hungry Ghost, California, 8:30 p.m., $10. 
Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. The Horde 
& The Harem, The Buttercream Gang, Sun Monks, 

9 p.m., $8-S10. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. The Cushion 
Theory, Hollow Wood, Terese Taylor, The Beggars 
Who Give, 8 p.m., $5. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. Hepa/Titus, 
Prizehog, Peace Creep, 9 p.m., $10. 

SFSU Campus, Cesar Chavez Student Center: 1650 
Holloway, San Francisco. White Fence, Santoros, Pat 
Thomas, 6 p.m., free. 
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DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus Station John, 
9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco. “Electric 
Swingset,” Second Thursday of every month, 7:30 
p.m., $10 (+ $5 for dance lessons). 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “iPan Dulce!," 
9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Class of 1984,” 
“80s night with DJs Damon, Steve Washington, 
Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 
9:30 p.m.). 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. “X0," w/ DJs 
Astro & Rose, 10 p.m., $5. 

Club X: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. ‘The Crib,” 18+ 
LGBT dance party, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

The Cosmo Bar & Lounge: 440 Broadway, San 
Francisco. “Thumpday Thursday,” 9:30 p.m., $10. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “‘Afrolicious,” 
w/ DJs Pleasuremaker, Sefior 0z, and guests, 9:30 
p.m., $5-$8. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ““Rdmwrk,” w/ DJ 
Stingray, Vin Sol, Redcalm, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 
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FRI, MAY 16 
ANKH MARKETING PRESENTS 


ZION | 
|-O.A.K. (HONOR ROLL), MAKSMATH 
HOSTED BY DAGHE OF CREATIVE CLASS 


FUTURE ROCK : 
GLADKILL, HOVERKRAR 


SUN, MAY 18 


JESSE BOYKINS Ill 
THE WHOGLIGANYSOULECTION) 


TUE, JUNE 3 
3RD SROW ADDED! DOOM ABUSE FOUR 


THE FAINT 
REPTAR, DARREN KEEN 


WED, JINE 4 
TRANS AM 
GOLDEN VOID, DEATH CHEETAH 


THU, JUNE 5 
TIMBER TIMBRE 


FRI, JUNE 6 
DEAD WINTER 
CARPENTERS 


HELLS TOMP 
TV MIKE AND THE SCARECROWES 


TUE, MAY 20 
DAMIEN JURADO 
JEROME HOLLOWAY 


WED, MAY 7) 


BATHS 
YOUNG FATHERS, P. MORRIS 


THU, MAY 72 


BEM SOLLEE 
FRI, MAY 23 
PAPA 
THE TAMBO RATS 
SUM, MAY 25 


THE REVIVALISTS 
SOLWAVE 


TUE, MAY 27 


PARQUET COURTS 
CCR MEADCLEAMER, SCRAPER 











Scrappy Scotsmen 


PAWS 


WED, JUME 11 


JOLIE HOLLAND 





Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. “Set,” w/ Amirali, Matt 
Hubert, Trey Courtney, Bardia F, 9 p.m.,$5+ advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Psychemagik, 
TK Disko, Shiny Objects, Mike Bee, Jason Greer, 9 
p.m., $10-$15. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “1999,” w/ VJ Mark 
Andrus, 8 p.m.., free. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. “Popscene,” 
w/ Prince Rama, Metal Mother, 9:30 p.m., $12-$14. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Ruby Skye 
14-Year Anniversary: “Torg,” w/ Project 46, Jason 
Parris, Dave Tannin, Brent Wilson, 9 p.m., $15-$25 
advance. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. ‘Bubble,’ 
10 p.m., free. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. “Base,” w/ Sasha, 
JOill, 10 p.m., $20 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Husalah, Young Remedy, Marlow, 9 p.m., $12-S17. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Future Flavas,” 
w/ DJ Natural, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Peaches,” 
w/ lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, 
Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Ghost & Gale, 
Patchy Sanders, Megan Keely, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Mitch 
Polzak, 8 p.m., free. 

The Lost Church: 65 Capp, San Francisco. Amy 
Matarazzo, Joe Stevens, 8:15 p.m., $15. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. Sweet 
Chariot, lan Moore, 7 p.m. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Emperor 
Norton Céilf Band, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Nova Jazz, 
7:30 p.m., free. 
Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 


With We Are Scientists. 8 p.m., Wednesday, May 7, at The 
Independent. $16-$18; the independentsf.com 


The Klipptones, 8 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, Second 
Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Steve Lucky & 
The Rhumba Bums, 7:30 p.m. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. West Side Jazz 
Club, 9 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Blush! Wine Bar: 476 Castro, San Francisco. Americano 
Social Club, 7:30 p.m.., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
Folklyrico Nights, 9 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Claudio Santome, 8:30 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Gary Flores & Descarga Caliente, 8 p.m. 


REGGAE 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“Festival ‘68," w/ Revival Sound System, Second 
Thursday of every month, 10 p.m., free. 

Pissed Off Pete's: 4528 Mission St., San Francisco. 
Reggae Thursdays, w/ resident DJ Jah Yzer, 9 
p.m., free. 


BLUES 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
Bill Phillippe, 5:30 p.m., free. 

Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Chris 
Cain, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 


COUNTRY 


McTeague’s Saloon: 1237 Polk, San Francisco. “Twang 
Honky Tonk,” w/ Sheriff Paul, Deputy Saralynn, and 
Honky Tonk Henry, 7 p.m. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. “Honky 
Tonk Thursdays,” w/ DJ Juan Burgandy, 9 p.m., free. 


% 


Martin Barker 


Glasgow trio PAWS are about to release their second album, Youth Culture Forever, which frankly doesn’t sound very 
Scottish, whatever you take that to mean. Whereas its predecessor, the relentlessly catchy Cokefloat!, surfed effort- 
lessly along the swooping forelock of ’90s grunge, in the vein of revivalists like Yuck and Joanna Gruesome, this one 
has the sort of galvanically scrappy mid-aughts Canadian vibe you might associate with Japandroids or Solids. All of 
which is exactly the kind of tiresome rock-crit rhetorical calculus you probably have no use for, especially when the 
songs in question, the old ones and the new, are this much fun. Just for that, I’m not even going to characterize head- 
lining act We Are Scientists. They’re good too, though. Daniel Levin Becker 
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Lysergic Episodes 





ACID MOTHERS TEMPLE 


With Perhaps and Over-Gain Optimal Death. 
8:30 p.m. Thursday, May 8, at Bottom of 
the Hill. $12; bottomofthehill.com 


Launching in Japan in the 1990s, the mystical psychedelic rock collective 
Acid Mothers Temple has grown more difficult to keep track of with each 
passing year. This is thanks to the AMT name being associated with not 
one but at least 10 (!) different bands — among others, Acid Mothers Tem- 
ple & The Melting Paraiso U.F.O. (the core group and incarnation visiting 
S.E), Acid Mothers Afrirampo, and Acid Mothers Guru Guru Gong. Dozens 
of members have played in these outfits, with guitarist Kawabata Makoto 
the one link between almost all of them. In tandem, these bands have gen- 
erated heaps of psychedelic rock albums with trippy, word-salad titles like 
Pink Lady Lemonade: You're from Outer Space and 41st Century Splendid Man 
Returns. If you're game for taking your imagination galactic, this is your 


ticket. Reyan Ali 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco. 
Cleaninglady + Robert Lopez + Shanna Sordahl, 
Galactic Pot-Healer, 8 p.m., $6-$10. 


FUNK 


California Academy of Sciences: 55 Music Concourse, 
San Francisco. NightLife Live: Perception, w/ music 
by Dam-Funk, Myron & E, Grown Kids Radio DJs, 
6-10 p.m., $10-$12. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
George Clinton & Parliament Funkadelic, 8 p.m., $42. 


FRIDAY 5/9 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Kadavar, The Shrine, Mondo Drag, DJ Rob Metal, 
9:30 p.m., $12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Rose Windows, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 

DNA Lounge: 375 11th St., San Francisco. Ghost 
Box Orchestra, Dead Gurus, The Spiral Electric, 
Pharaohs, 8:30 p.m., $8-$10. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Friday Live: Bones 
of a Feather, DJ Emotions, 10 p.m., free. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. The Ok- 
moniks, Meat Market, The Beat Offs, Petty Things, 
9 p.m., $7. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. The 
Remones, The Six Million Dollar Band, 6:30 p.m., $5. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Casey Neill 
& The Norway Rats, Blisses B, Grow & Twine, 9 
p.m., $10-$12. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Official S.F. 
Lightning in a Bottle Pre-Party, w/ KOAN Sound, 
Minnesota, Lapalux, Ill-Esha, DJ Dials, Plantrae, 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Light Night Radio, more, 10 p.m., $15-$20 advance. 

Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. “Indie Slash,” 
w/ DJs Rance & Sweethearts, 10 p.m., $5. 

Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., San Francisco. Sharam, 
9 p.m., $10-$20 advance. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Boy Bar,” w/ 
DJ Matt Consola, 9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Dark Shadows,” 
w/ DJs Daniel Skellington, Melting Girl, Panic, and 
Keyz, 9:30 p.m., $7 ($3 before 10 p.m.). 

DNA Lounge: 375 11th St., San Francisco. Date Nite, 
8th Grader, Pixel Memory, Tiny Pyramids, 8:30 
p.m., $8-$10. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Fix Yr Hair,” 
w/ DJs Jenna Riot, Andre, and davo, 10 p.m., $8. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Trade,” 10 
p.m., free before midnight. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Icee Hot,” w/ Omar S, 
Fit, Ghosts in Tape, Shawn Reynaldo, DJ Will, 10 p.m. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. “The Animal Party: 
Glitter Box,” w/ Traviswild, Nice ‘n’ Eezy, 9 p.m., 
$10-$20 advance. 

Lone Star Saloon: 1354 Harrison, San Francisco. 
“Cubcake,” w/ DJ Medic, Second Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “HYSL: Handle 
Your Shit Lady,” 9 p.m., $3. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. “Dirtybird 
Players,’ w/ Claude Vonstroke, J.Phlip, Christian 
Martin, Worthy, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. BT, Syd Gris, Niko 
Zografos, 10 p.m., $10-$15 advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. lan Pooley, Lance 
DeSardi, Martin Aquino, Sam Haas, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

OMG: 43 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Deep Inside," 9 
p.m., free. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Joris Voorn, 
Mossmoss, Max Gardner, John Kaberna, 9 p.m., 
$13-$25 advance. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Ruby Skye 
14-Year Anniversary: Twoloud, Nick G, 9 p.m., 
$25-$30 advance. 
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a 
668 HAIGHI SI. (at Pierce St.) 
415-558-8375 


-San Francisco: 


watch with us: 


ALL MLS GAMES + BOXING 
UFC CHAMPIONSHIPS 


open daily 


dU 
NOON - 7P.M. 


Visit our website 


WWW.DANNYCOYLES.COM 


f FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 


sd @DANNYCOYLES 


ceeeeees GET TICKETS AT yOShiS.COm «-<-e-e-- 
SAN FRANCISCO royz A @ ec have! 


Wed, May 7 - Dave Matthews Band / Bela Fleck Wed, May 7 
& The Flecktones saxophonist w/ all-star jazz-jam band One of the greatest singers of all time 


JEFF COFFIN & THE MU TEI 
feat. FUTUREMAN JACK JONES 


Thu-Sat, May 8-10 WELCOME 10 DILLAVILLE 


Masters of Funk. Open Dance Floor 
GEORGE CLINTON f x uatetsmurar rane e stm vic 


8 PARLIAMENT FUNKADELIC Fri-Sat, May 9-10 


Contemporary jazz & urban pop/gospel 
Contemporary jazz & urban pop/gospel 


singer & pianist RACHELLE FERRELL 
RACHELLE FERRELL ——— 


_ 
Tue, May 13 - Sarah & Vinnie of Alice @ 97.3FM Standards and Anndards 


THE TOMMY IGOE Bla BAND ANN HAMPTON 
w/ singer SARAH CLARK CALLAWAY 


Wed, May 14 - Bass clarinet driven soulful songs Tue, May 13 


ile UNY oda Nala RORY SNYDER’ § HIGHT JAZZ BAND 


ine 3 w/ the SFJAZZ High School All-Stars 
Thu, May 15 - Acoustic singer-songwriter 


ala. DARYL STUERMER OF GENESIS 


Blue Light To A New Dawn Tour 
; Thu, May 15 
20th Anniversary Album Celebration Blue Nighi To AlNew Dawn Tour 


CASSAND RA WILSON 20th Anniversary Album Celebration 
Sun, May 18 - Bay Area Funk, Monsters album release CASSANDRA WILSON 


CUE MCUENT UIA Fri, May 16 -ornal conse othe is 


“Lowrider,” “Why Can’t We Be Friends” & “Spill The Wine” 
Mon, May 19 


An Evening with LOWRIDER BAND 
STEPHEN STILLS AZ Sat-Sun, May 17-18 


A NOLA’s native son 
Tue, May 20 


ALLEN TOUSSAINT 
THE TOMMY IGOE BIG BAND 


Tue, May 20 
with guitarist BARRY FINNERTY An Evening with 
Wed-Thu, May 21-22 


Hello Bluebird: STEPHEN STILLS 


Celebrating the Jazz of Judy Garland Wed, May 21 - CD Release Party 


JANE MONHEIT} §=MARK HUMMEL 
SINGS JUDY GARLAND § & THE BLUES SURVIVORS 


1330 FILLMORE ST. 415-655-5600 510 EMBARCADERO WEST 510-238-9200 






VIP Membership Club for Yoshi’s SF + Oakland ¢ Details at www.yoshis.com/vip 


For tickets & current show info: 


YOSHIS.COM / 415-655-5600 / 510-238-9200 


All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. 
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*Select Draft Beers Only 
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S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Cub Trap,” 
8 p.m. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. “Boogaloo Bounce 
2," w/ Kepic, D-Clan, Michael Milano, Mikey Tan, 
Mixtress Shizaam, more, 10 p.m., $15. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Pulse 
Generator,” w/ David Javate, Andy Kershaw, 
Nightbiscuit, 10 p.m., free. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Norin & Rad, 
Meshna, Brenn Wilson, 10 p.m., $10+ advance. 


HIP-HOP 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Pigeon John, Nocando, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. J. Lately; 
Azure; Telli Prego, Big Vic, and Heat; Dayvid Michael; 
The Kid Rated R, 9 p.m., $8-$10. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Heartbeat,” 
w/ resident DJ Strategy, Second Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 11 p.m). 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Hobo 
& The Songdogs, The Dead Sailor Girls, Riggy 
Rackin, 7 p.m. 

Dolores Park Cafe: 501 Dolores, San Francisco. Beryl 
Baker, 7:30 p.m. 

The Lost Church: 65 Capp, San Francisco. Brian 
Belknap, Mr. Andrew, Zen Zenith, 8:15 p.m., $10. 
Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Kira Grannis, 

Imaginary Future, 9 p.m., sold out. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Tom Lander 
Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Jimmy 
Ryan's Bird & Beckett Bebop Band, Second Friday 





Men Will Cry 


RICHARD THOMPSON 


of every month, 5:30 p.m., free. 

Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. From 
Chicago: A Dave Rempis Special, feat. Dave Rempis 
with Larry Ochs, Darren Johnston, Nate McBride, 
and Jason Adasiewicz, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Hotel Rex: 562 Sutter, San Francisco. Benn Bacot: "4 
Love of Abbey,” 8 p.m., $20-$45. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. Tin 
Cup Serenade, 9:30 p.m. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Gaucho, 9 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Joyce Grant, 8 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


BeatBox: 314 1ith St., San Francisco. “Kafana Balkan," 
w/ The Petrojvic Blasting Company, MWE, DJ Zeljko, 
Jill Parker & Foxglove Sweethearts, more, 9 p.m., 
$25-$30. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Trio Garufa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. Taste 
Fridays, featuring local cuisine tastings, salsa 
bands, dance lessons, and more, 7:30 p.m. continues 
through June 1, $15 (free entry to patio). 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Mario Flores, 10 p.m. 

The Emerald Tablet: 80 Fresno, San Francisco. Grupo 
Falso Baiano, 8 p.m., $15 suggested donation. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Russian Solution, Dominion, The Mano Cherga Band, 


Pamela Littky 


8 p.m. Monday, May 12, and Tuesday, May 13, at Great 
American Music Hall. 8 p.m., $38; slimspresents.com. 

For a musician blessed with such remarkable talents, British folk-rock giant 
Richard Thompson remains far from a household name beyond his modest 
cult of fans. One of the founders of pioneering U.K. outfit Fairport Conven- 
tion, Thompson helped shape the group’s electrified mix of Dylan covers, 
scintillating originals, and traditional English and Celtic folk tunes on in- 
fluential albums like Unhalfbricking and Leige & Leif prior to leaving in 
1971. In the decades since, Thompson proved himself to be a master of 
many trades. From the brilliant records with then-wife Linda Thompson 
(their 1982 swan song Shoot Out the Lights stands as one of the most vivid 
breakup albums ever made) through a prodigious body of solo recordings, 
Thompson has displayed his gifts as an evocative songwriter, darkly comi- 
cal lyricist, and one of the most blazing guitarists on the planet. And unlike 
many of his ’60s-era contemporaries, he continues to produce new songs 
that stand with his best work. Jaws will drop and men will get misty eyed 
this week as Thompson delivers such classics as “1952 Vincent Black Light- 
ning,” the powerful Iraq War lament “Dad’s Gonna Kill Me,” and “Cooks- 
ferry Queen” in a solo acoustic setting for two nights. David Pehling. 
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8:30 p.m., $13-$15. 
Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Sparlha Swa, Zéna, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Kevin 
Selfe & The Tornadoes, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $20. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Robert “Hollywood” Jenkins, 8:30 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Jinx Jones & 
The KingTones, Second Friday of every month, 4 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Nels Cline 
Singers, 9 p.m., $18. 

First Unitarian Universalist Society of San Francisco: 
1187 Franklin, San Francisco. Larry Polansky, 7:30 
p.m., $10-$15. 


FUNK 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. ‘‘Loose 
Joints,” w/ DJs Centipede, Damon Bell, and Tom 
Thump, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
George Clinton & Parliament Funkadelic, 8 & 10 
p.m., $40-$44. 


SOUL 


Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco. ‘‘Soul 
Crush,” w/ DJ Serious Leisure, 10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. ‘‘Night- 
beat,” w/ DJs Primo, Lucky, and Dr. Scott, Second 
Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $4. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. “Yo 
Momma: M.0.M. Weekend Edition,” w/ DJ Gordo 
Cabeza, Second Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $5 
(free before 10 p.m.). 


SATURDAY 5/10 


ROCK 

Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Walking Spanish, 
Felsen, Saffell, 6 p.m. 

Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco. Pins of Light, 
Elephant Rifle, 10 p.m., $5. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
KnightressM1, City of Women, | Am Animal, 9:30 
p.m., $10. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
POW!, Scraper, Dirt Dress, Michael & The Strange 
Land, DJ Al Lover, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Jacco Gard- 
ner, Light Fantastic, Dante Elephante, 9 p.m., $12. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. City Tribe, 
Your Cannons, Here Come the Saviours, 9 p.m., $6. 


Fisherman’s.Wharf | San Francisco 
Live Music Nightly 


Wednesday, May 7 | 8:30-12:30 


TIM HOCKENBERRY 
Thursday, May 8 | 8:30-12:30 


JAMES MICHAEL DAY 
Friday, May 9 | 8:30-12:30 


DANCE PARTY 
FEAT. SOUL MECHANIX 


Saturday, May 10 | 8:30-12:00 
ROBERT HOLLYWOOD 


JENKINS BAND 
Sunday, May 11 | 8:00-12:00 


JAZZ NIGHT 
FEAT. PRESTON TURNER 
& JAMES MICHAEL DAY 
Monday, May 12 | 8:30-12:00 


TIM HOCKENBERRY 


165 Jefferson St. Suite #1 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
(415) 397-1695 | www.golddustsf.com 
o Fans OP &. = 
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Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Mirror 
Travel, Bill Baird, Blood Sister, 9 p.m., $10. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. 50 Million, 
Street Eaters, Lilith Velkor, Shellshag, Apogee 
Sound Club, 4 p.m. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. We Will Be Lions, 
Midnight Faces, Owenstone, 8:30 p.m., $8-$10. 
Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Midnight Chaser, Space Vacation, The Resistance 

Panel, on the downstairs stage, 9 p.m., free. 

Slim's: 333 1ith St., San Francisco. Black Prairie, 
Tiburones, 9 p.m., $16. 

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church: 2097 Turk, San 
Francisco. Johnny Harper & Carnival, tribute to 
The Band, 8 p.m., $15-$18. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Ringo 
Deathstarr, Bad News, Chasms, Never Knows, 
Cry, 9 p.m., $10. 


DANCE 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. “2 Men Will 
Move You," w/ DJs Primo & Jordan, Second Saturday 
of every month, 9 p.m. 

Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., San Francisco. Lane 8, 
SNR, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 

BeatBox: 314 1th St., San Francisco. “Industry,” w/ 
DJs Gustavo Scorpio & Jamie J. Sanchez, 10 p.m., 
$20 advance. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Gossip: 
Duran Duran vs. Nine Inch Nails," w/ DJs Damon, 
Low-Life, Shon, Melting Girl, and Daniel Skellington, 
9 p.m., $5-$8 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

DNA Lounge: 375 Iith St., San Francisco. “Bootie S.F.,” 
w/ A+D, Jimi G, Marky Ray, DJ Medic, Boyshapedbox, 
Robert Jeffrey, DJ Six, DJ Candy, Lucio K, Hubba 
Hubba Revue, more, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Fabulosa 2014 
Patio Party, w/ The Average Dyke Band, plus DJs 
Emotions, Doc Sleep, and Venus in Furs, 3 p.m., free. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ““Tormenta 
Tropical,” w/ Faction Sound Crew, Broadway Slim, 
Oroll, Deejay Theory, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘‘HGMNY: Fade to Mind 
Showcase,” w/ Kingdom, Nguzunguzu, Prince Will, 
Teeko, Sam Supa, Comma, 9 p.m., $5-$15 advance. 

The Factory: 525 Harrison, San Francisco. Apex: 
North American Tour, w/ Tale of Us, Joy Orbison, 
Thugfucker, Blond:ish, Blackbird Blackbird, Galen, 
Solar, Richie Panic, Sleazemore, Shiny Objects, 
Jason Kendig, Jackie House, 8 p.m., $15-$30. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “Ladies 
Night,” w/ DJs Jewel B Soiree & Crayberry, 10 
p.m., free. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. “House of 
Mezzanine,” w/ Thundercat, Shotgun Wedding 
Quintet, DJ Dials, 9 p.m., $20. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. “Mighty Real: The >> 
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WED 5/07 





STAN ERHART 


THU 5/08 TOM BOWERS (4PM - 8PM) 
STEVE FREUND (9:30PM - 1:30AM} 
FRI 5/09 JINX JONES (4PM - 8PM) 


EUGENE HUGGINS (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 


SAT 5/10 DAVE WORKMAN (4PM - 8PM} 
DELTA WIRES (9:30PM - 1:30AM} 
SUN 5/11 BLUES POWER (4PM - 8PM} 


THE DOOR SLAMMERS (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 


MON 5/12 PETER LINDMAN (4PM - 8PM} 
THE BACHELORS (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 
TUE 5/13 LUCKY STRIKE 


| WAG We © aola\ WNL = Val Ul= 
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in the scenic heart of North Beach | 
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STEPHEN “RAGGA” 


MAY 9 = FRIDAY! with JO MERSA / WAYNE MARSHALL 


with LP 


with GREG HOLDEN (ACOUSTIC) 
MAY 13 


RIFF RAFF 
GRANDTHEFT 


MAY 11 


CHARLES BRADLEY & 
HIS EXTRAORDINAIRES 
DJ HARRY DUNCAN 


MAY 15 


MAYA RUDOLPH & 
GRETCHEN LIEBERUM 
ARE PRINCESS: 


AN EVENING OF THE 
MUSIC OF PRINCE 


DJ OMAR PEREZ 
MAY 21 
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MAY 22 
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TECH NONE 
FREDDIE GIBBS « KRIZZ KALIKO 
JARREN BENTON 
PSYCH WARD DRUGGIES « ILLUMINATI 


JUNE 2 


JUNE 4 THE WORLD'S GRLATIS! PINK FLOYD Seow 


LEDISI 
ROBERT GLASPER EXPERIMENT 


MAY 21 


LISA LAMPANELLI 
JUNE 6 


THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
WARFIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 4PM 


BLACK LABEL SOCIETY 
DEVIL YOU KNOW * BUTCHER BABIES 


JUNE 6 


THEREGENCYBALLROOM.COM 
1300 VAN NESS at SUTTER 
@THEWARFIELD 


@REGENCYBALLROOM 
@GOLDENVOICESF GOLDENVOICESF 


. "- 
eM ane Gd] GoLDENvoice.com Get tickets at AXS.com 
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Godfather, Part 1- A Tribute to Frankie Knuckles,” 
w/ Hector Romero & David Harness, 10 p.m., $15 
advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Crush,” w/ 
JPod, Trotter, Motion Potion, Matt Haze, 9 p.m., 
$10-$15. 

OMG: 43 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Fixup,” Second 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $5 (free before 
11 p.m). 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. ‘‘Play It Cool + 
Face,” w/ Mark Seven, Mans Ericson, more (in the 
OddJob Loft), 9 p.m., $10. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Shoop!," w/ DJs 
Tommy T & Bryan B, Second Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. “Cockblock,” 
w/ DJ Séfi & Ms. Jackson, 10 p.m., $10. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Ruby Skye 
14-Year Anniversary: Paul van Dyk, Tall Sasha, 9 
p.m., $50-$65. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. ‘Pound Puppy,” 
w/ DJs Doc Sleep & Nita Aviance, 9 p.m. 


* PUBL 


FRIDAY 5.9 


The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “Frolic: A 
Celebration of Costume & Dance,” w/ resident DJ 
NeonBunny, Second Saturday of every month, 8 
p.m., $8 ($4 in costume). 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. David Puentez, 
Neon Neo, D3fbOt & The 45, C-Loz Beats, King Ratch, 
Rich Era, 10 p.m., $20. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Scooter & Lavelle, 
10 p.m., $10-$30. 


HIP-HOP 


111 Minna Gallery: 111 Minna, San Francisco. “Back 
to the ‘90s, Second Saturday of every month, 
9:30 p.m., $10. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Frothin,” w/ 
resident DJ Matt Cali, Second Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Craig 
Ventresco and/or Meredith Axelrod, Saturdays, 
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SILENT SERVENT 


WEDNESDAY 5.7 
SF WEEKLY BEST OF SAN FRANCISCO 
FEAT. FROSTED TIPS 


SATURDAY 5.10 - MAIN ROOM 
NONSTOP BHANGRA #103 


SATURDAY 5.10 - LOFT 
FACE X PLAY IT COOL: MARK SEVEN 


48 MAY 7-13, 2014 


TUESDAY 5.13 - LOFT 
INVITATION / ANNUAL MAGAZINE 
LAUNCH PARTY 


THURSDAY 5.15 - MAIN ROOM 
SPEECHLESS: TECH IMPROV 


WEDNESDAY 5.21 - MAIN ROOM 
PEAKING LIGHTS - MISTER LIES 





4-6 p.m., free. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Chinese 
Melodrama, Manjali Light, Wesley Woo, MJ Lee., 
Tommy P, 7 p.m., free/donation. 

The Lost Church: 65 Capp, San Francisco. The Sam 
Chase, The Well Dwellers, Blind Logan Jensen, 
8:15 p.m., $10. 

Pa’ina: 1865 Post, San Francisco. Garden Island 
Blend, 7 p.m. 

The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. The Parme- 
sans, 9:30 p.m., free. 

Second Act Marketplace & Events: 1727 Haight, San 
Francisco. Kate Targan, 7:30 p.m., $15. 

Seventh Avenue Presbyterian Church: 1329 Seventh 
Ave., San Francisco. Broceliande, 7:30 p.m., $15-$20. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. “Jazz Club 
Saturday Nights,” w/ Noel Jewkes, Mark Lee, and 
Grant Levin, 8 p.m., $8-$15 sliding scale. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. The Monroe 
Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 
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Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Josh Jones Latin Jazz Ensemble, 10 p.m. 

Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Francisco. 
Kim Nalley, 7 p.m., $30-$45. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill “Doc’’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Anya Malkiel, 8 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. “Pura,” 
9 p.m., $20. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “El 
SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 
p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “Non Stop 
Bhangra,” w/ DJ Wicked, DJ Jimmy Love, Dhol- 
rhythms dance troupe, more (in the main room), 
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9 p.m., $10-$15. 

The Ramp: 855 Terry Francois, San Francisco. 
N'Rumba, 5:15 p.m., $10. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
BrazilVox, 9:30 p.m. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. “Club 
Fuego,” 9:30 p.m. 

Yerba Buena Gardens: Fourth St. & Mission, San 
Francisco. San Jose Taiko, 1 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Paula 
Harris, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $22. 

Lou’s Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. Patty 
Bobo, 8:30 p.m. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Charles 
Wheal, 9 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Dave Workman, 
Second Saturday of every month, 4 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. zBug, 
8 p.m., $10-S15. 


FUNK 


Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
George Clinton & Parliament Funkadelic, 8 & 10 
p.m., $44. 


SUNDAY 5/11 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Swoon, Gigantis, 
BullyWest, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 

DNA Lounge: 375 lith St., San Francisco. Blessthefall, 
Silverstein, The Amity Affliction, Secrets, Heartist, 
6:30 p.m., $16-$19. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. EU's Arse, Wild Mo- 
hicans, Permanent Ruin, The New Flesh, 9 p.m., $8. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. Wild 
Eyes, Mount Salem, Older Sun, 7:30 p.m., $7. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Zero Boys, 
Neighborhood Brats, Great Apes, Self-Inflicted 


ALL SHOWS ALL AGES 


RISE RECORDS & FRIENDS TOUR: 
NIGHTMARES / PVRIS / ALIVE LIKE ME 


GHOST BOX ORCHESTRA 
DEAD GURUS, THE SPIRAL 
ELECTRIC. THE PHARAOHS 


BLESSTHEFALL & SILVERSTEIN 
THE AMITY AFFLICTION, 
SECRETS, HEARTIST 


SKID ROW & BLACK 
STAR RIDERS 

W/ STATE LINE EMPIRE, THE 
DEVIL IN CALIFORNIA 


PRIMAL FEAR 
W ZOMBIE HOLOCAUST, 
HYSTERIA, ARCHEA 


THE DOLLYROTS 
W. THE SHANGHAIS, 
MARK NELSON BAND 


HED PE & SOIL 
W/ DIME RUNNER, SHORT FUSE 


DEVILDRIVER & 
WHITE CHAPEL 
A Fi) oe =| 7 7 Me | 8] Sy 


PARALLELS 
W/ BREAKDOWN VALENTINE, THE TRIMS 


THE BEAUTIFUL BUZZZ & THE 
MOST DEFINITELY PRESENTS: 
THE GREEN ROOM 

W/ ROBERT DELONG & PENGUIN 
PRISON (LIVE / DJ SET) 
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Wounds, 8 p.m., $10. 


DANCE 


BeatBox: 314 1ith St., San Francisco. ‘‘Communion,” 
w/ DJ Corey Craig, 5-9 p.m., $10. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. “Replay Sun- 
days,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco. ‘80s at 8," 
w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘Dub Mis- 
sion,” w/ Peter Lionheart & Luv Fyah, DJ Sep, 
Maneesh the Twister, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 
9:30 p.m.). 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Sundaze,” 
1p.m., free before 3 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Stamina,” w/ Sub- 
morphics, Flaco, Jamal, 10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “Sweater 
Funk,” 10 p.m., free. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. ‘Sunday 
Sessions,” w/ DJ Marc deVasconcelos, 9 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Gigante,” 8 
p.m., free. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “Let's Go 
Heavy,” w/ DJs Sergio Fedasz, Steve Fabus, and 
Bus Station John, 9 p.m., $5. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Return of the Cypher,’ 9:30 p.m., free. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Moosh & Twist, Jared Evan, 7 p.m., $12-$15. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Heidi Jane, 
6 p.m., free. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Ukuladies 
& Gentleman, 6 p.m. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. The Deep Dark 
Woods, Frontier Ruckus, 8 p.m., $12-$15. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisitin 
with the O'Donnell Brothers, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Hamir 
Atwal/Michael Coleman Duo, 4:30 p.m. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Belinda Blair, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill “Doc’’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Rachelle Ferrell, 7 & 9:30 p.m., $29. 


Shee Sartkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


SATURDAY, MAY 10TH - 9PM - $10/$12 









UPCOMING SHOWS: 


theeparkside.com 





1600 17th Street - 415-252-1330 
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Atmosphere: 447 Broadway, San Francisco. “Hot 
Bachata Nights,” w/ DJ El Guapo, 5:30 p.m., $10-§20. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Brazil 
& Beyond,” 6:30 p.m., free. 

Cana Cuban Parlor: 500 Florida St., San Francisco. “La 
Havana," w/ resident DJs Mind Motion, WaltDigz, 
and I-Cue, Sundays, 4-9 p.m. 

El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Salsa Sundays, 
Second and Fourth Sunday of every month, 3 
p.m., $8-$10. 

The Ramp: 855 Terry Francois, San Francisco. Vi- 
braSON, 5:15 p.m., $8. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. Balkan 
Evening Dance, 8:30 p.m. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, San 
Francisco. “The Flamenco Room,” 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 

Union Square Park: 333 Post, San Francisco. Grupo 
Falso Baiano, 2 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Terrie 
Odabi, tribute to Etta James, 7 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Roharpo & The Blues Busters, 4 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues Power, 4 
p.m.; The Door Slammers, Second Sunday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 8 p.m., free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco. Sunday Blues Jam 
with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Jason 
Boland & The Stragglers, Miss Lonely Hearts, 8 
p.m., $15-$20. 

The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. Joe Goldmark 
& The Seducers, Second Sunday of every month, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


MONDAY 5/12 


ROCK 


The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Ancient 
Wing, Pink Pile, Power Altar, 9 p.m., $5. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
Cocktails, Tiaras, Emotional, DJ Jackie Sugar- 
lumps, 8 p.m. 


DANCE 


DNA Lounge: 375 llth St., San Francisco. ‘Death Guild,” 
18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting 
Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Wanted,” w/ DJs 
Key&Kite and Richie Panic, 9 p.m., free. 


FRIDAYS 
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Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Vienetta 
Discotheque,” w/ DJs Stanley Frank and Robert 
Jeffrey, 10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Toshio Hirano, 
Second Monday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Thomas Dybdahl, 8 p.m., $10-$12. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Open Mic 
with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco. “Acoustic 
Bistro," 7 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. Eu- 
gene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz Hot, 
7p.m., free. 

SFJAZZ Center: 205 Franklin, San Francisco. Adam 
Theis and the Monday Night Band, 7:30 & 9 p.m., 
free. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Nora Maki, 7:30 
p.m., free. 


TUESDAY 5/13 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Beast 
Fiend, The Atom Age, Raised by Zebras, 9 p.m., $8. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., San Francisco. Skid Row, 
Black Star Riders, State Line Empire, 8 p.m., 
$25-$30. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Wag, Curtin, 
Sea Knight, 8:30 p.m., $6. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Gotaway 
Girl, Hopi Astronaut, Scarlett Rabe, 8 p.m., $8-$10. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Broods, Meg Myers, Max & The Moon, 8 p.m., 
sold out. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. The 
Spyrals, Is/Is, Union Pacific, DJ Pariah Carey, 
9:30 p.m., $7. 
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2566 MISSION ST. 


(BETWEEN 19TH & 20TH) 
SAN FRANCISCO 


415.824.7729 
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DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“High Fantasy," w/ DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & guests, 
10 p.m., $2. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. “Tutu Tuesday: 6-Year 
Anniverary,” w/ DJ Atish, 8 p.m., $10 ($2 in a tutu 
before 11 p.m.). 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Switch,” w/ DJs 
Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Shelter,” 
10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Slim's: 333 1ith St., San Francisco. Berner, Devin 
the Dude, Potluck, Cool Nutz, J. Hornay, Blaze 1, 
9 p.m., $25. 


ACOUSTIC 
Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. B. Hamilton, 


ol 


THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE 


HUBBA 
HUBBA 
REVUE 


KINGFISH 


A PLUS D 
DJ JIMI G 





Cave Clove, Robert Shelton & Carly Bond, 9 p.m., 
$8-$10. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Song- 
writer in Residence: Shannon Bryant, 7 p.m. con- 
tinues through May 27. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Rusty 
Stringfield, 8 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisiun 
with Barry O'Connell & Vinnie Cronin, 9 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. Cello 
Joe, 9 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. Craig 
Ventresco & Meredith Axelrod, 8:30 p.m., free. 
Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Holly 
Golightly & The Brokeoffs, Uke-Hunt, The Crux, 

8 p.m., $15. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cafe Divine: 1600 Stockton, San Francisco. Chris 
Amberger, 7 p.m. 
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Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Lavay Smith & 
Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Steve Snelling, 8 p.m. 
Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. ‘Tuesday 
Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 
Wine Kitchen: 507 Divisadero St., San Francisco. Hot 
Club Pacific, 7:30 p.m. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Tommy Igoe Big Band, 8 p.m., $22. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Marilyn Cooney, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 
Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. Salsa 


MUSIC HIDDEN AGENDA 


Can They 
Still Make 
a Mess? 


Punks try to reunite 
without drudgery, anda 
drowsy label showcases 
local bands of note. 


The aptly named “(This is 
Why We Can't Have) Nice Things” 
by Bad News is a riotous and en- 
thralling track that’s over too soon 
after nearly seven minutes. Bris- 
tling with electronic damage and 
vocals like anguished incantations, 
an assaultive 
drum machine 
propels the song 
through passages 
of alternately 
harsh and sparse 
industrial clamor. 
Chasms’ “Bad with... 
Evolution” is a 
woozy, down- 
tempo hymn, 
with just a slug- 
gish beat and weary vocals to un- 
derpin the noise. “Still Life,” by 
Never Knows, sets foreboding vo- 
cals atop stark keyboards and elec- 
tronic percussion, a balanced pop 
composition garbed by severe tones 
and menacing atmosphere. 

Bad News, Chasms, and Never 
Knows are all local, and these 
three songs appear on 7-inches 
released by Sleep Genius, a re- 
cord label “born out of the San 
Francisco fog.” That description 
encapsulates the roster’s mood 
nicely, since Sleep Genius releas- 
es evoke the twilight afterglow 
of parties you didn’t attend, or 
somnambulant jaunts through 
the city. A more concrete com- 
monality of Sleep Genius artists is 
the presence of synthesizers and 
drum machines. Many releases 
were recorded by label operator 
Brad DerManouelian at his home 
studio. Bad News, Chasms, and 


tonight... 


HIDDEN 
AGENDA 


i 
LEFEBV RE, 


Tuesday, w/ DJs Good Sho & EI de la Clave, 8:30 
p.m. continues through June 1, $10. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Underground No- 
mads,” w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, and 
Dulce Vita, plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 
9:30 p.m.). 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Daniel 
Castro, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. 
sfSoundSalonSeries, w/ John Ingle's Babylonian 
Lottery, 7:49 p.m., $10-$15. 


Never Knows are all set to per- 
form at Sleep Genius’ label show- 
case, along with Cry and Ringo 
Deathstar, at Thee Parkside, on 
Saturday, May 10. 

Firstly, The Nels Cline Singers 
are an instrumental trio. The 
word “sing” gets at what the 
group does with instruments bet- 
ter than the word “play,” because 
each member is an amazingly ex- 
pressive performer. The recently 
released Macroscope is the group’s 
fifth studio album, and it’s an 
exhilarating display of jazz impro- 
visation and nuanced interplay. 
Named for Wilco guitarist and 
prolific bandleader Nels Cline, the 
group conjures unwieldy climaxes 
and then wrestles them back into 
submission. Notably, Macroscope 
boasts 10 tracks in just under 
an hour, numbers that illustrate 
a welcome restraint and sense 
of structural 
economy that’s 
often lost to 
free-jazz indul- 
gence. But it 


spiration in the 
sheer number 
of ideas it’s 
eager to pres- 
ent. The Nels 
Cline Singers, er, sing, on Fri- 
day, May 9, at The Chapel. 

The legacy punk reunion tour 
is a familiar bit of drudgery: Elder 
statesmen of the scene bring pro 
gear to pro club and recite their 
juvenile ditties well enough to 
elicit nostalgia, and it all makes a 
quaint, harmless night out. Fair 
enough, but there’s another tier of 
punk reunion that isn’t so predict- 
able, like the upcoming appearance 
from 1980s Italian hardcore band 
E.U’s Arse at The Knockout on 
Sunday, May 11. Instead of a mid- 
size, professional venue, this show 
is at a small bar, with upstart punk 
bands opening. Vintage recordings 
of E.U.’s Arse depict a scrappy, 
shambolic wreck of strangulated 
vocals and squealing riffs. Rather 
than wondering if E.U.’s Arse is 
any good live nowadays, the appeal 
of this reunion lies in whether the 
band could still be such a mess. 
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BOUNDARY DISPUTES 


By Dan Savage 


I'ma 26-year-old lesbian 18 months out of an eight- 
year relationship. She was my first girlfriend. Ido not 
want to be in another monogamous relationship. I 
want to have a couple of sex buddies or, preferably, a 
couple of friends with benefits. In the last 18 months, I 
have had three FWB “arrangements” with different 
girls. The problem is, about two or three months in, 
each girl developed serious like/love feelings and began 
talking about a future together and how they want to 
be with me exclusively. Each time, had to reiterate my 
feelings about not getting into a relationship and 
wound up feeling like an asshole. I care about these 
women and don't want to hurt their feelings, but I told 
them the situation from the start. Am Ia bad person? 
Or are FWB impossible? 

Fears Wilting Boundaries 


Friends-with-benefits arrangements may not be 
committed relationships, but they are relation- 
ships. They're ongoing sexual relationships, and — 
you might want to sit down for this — people have 
been known to develop like/love feelings for folks 
they’re fucking on a regular basis. So if “getting into 
a relationship” is something you want to avoid, and 
you don’t want anyone developing feelings, you 
should have one-night stands and/or NSA sex in- 
stead. (Those are also relationships, in my opinion, 
but they’re extremely short-term ones, and people 
rarely develop serious like/love feelings in a single 
sex session.) On to your questions: You are not a 
bad person. FWB are not impossible — there are a 
lot of successful FWB arrangements — and a desire 
for exclusivity or a future together is not proof 
someone entered into a FWB arrangement under 
false pretenses. And reiterating your disinterest in 
a committed relationship isn’t assholery. 


The sitch: Tend bar with a hot girl who has a boyfriend. 
Hit on her anyway because I'm that guy. She says I can 
fuck her but only if her boyfriend gets to watch and eat 
her out after. Idon’t want anything to do with that 
scene. I was down for some traditional cheating, not 
this kinky shit. But Id still like to fuck this girl. Any ad- 
vice for me? 

Blue-Balled Baller 


Nope. 


I'ma 28-year-old straight female. I've only ever been 
able to orgasm if I self-induce while alone or if I'm on 
top during sex with a guy and my clit is being rubbed on 
the guy's abdomen. (This works best with bigger guys.) 
When there is no abdomen rubbing my clit, I fake it. I 
can squeeze so it feels as if 'm coming, but Im not. Do 
you have any suggestions? 

Wants Real Orgasms 


You're having real orgasms, WRO. When your clit is 
fully engaged — using your hands or toys when 
alone, rubbing against the abdomen of a big guy 
during intercourse — you get off. Some women’s 
clits are fully engaged during intercourse without 
any extra effort (they can come “just” from fuck- 
ing), but they're in the minority. If climaxing 
during intercourse is important to you, WRO, you'll 
have to sleep with big guys exclusively, rub your 
own clit during sex, or instruct skinny dudes to rub 
your clit for you. 


Tam ina heterosexual relationship. My boyfriend and I 
have been together for two years. We were long-dis- 
tance for the first year and a half. When we were 
long-distance, he complained that it was hard to have a 
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relationship over the phone. Now that we are in the 
same city, he says he feels like our relationship has 
gone “stale” and he feels “trapped.” I’m sick of his com- 
plaining. Does he want to be with me or not? What is 
he really trying to say? 

Confusing Lad Is Nagging Girl 


“Tm intolerable and you should break up with me.” 


My question concerns my fiancé. He is 35 years old. Be- 
tween the ages of 20 and 30, he was in and out of jail. 
He has admitted to me that while in prison, he had sex 
with a [trans woman]. Iknow he loves having sex with 
[cis] women, but I found out that he watches [a porn 
genre that features trans women who have penises]. He 
says he is just looking, but I know he masturbates to this 
[porn genre]. To be fair, he watches tons of porn featur- 
ing [cis] women. A lot. He loves watching [cis] women 
and having sex with [cis] women. My worry is that he 
wants to have sex with [trans women]. Is this a legiti- 
mate worry? He doesn't watch gay porn. Ijust want to 
make sure of everything if we are going to be married. 
Fiancé Lusts After [Trans Women] Hottie 


You would be foolish to waste your time wondering 
whether your fiancé wants to have sex with trans 
women, FLATWH, as it’s clear that your fiancé 
wants to have sex with trans women. The question 
you should concern yourself with is this: Can your 
fiancé be trusted to honor the monogamous com- 
mitment he’s (presumably) about to make to you, 
or is he going to cheat on you with other trans and/ 
or cis women? If you trust that he’ll honor the com- 
mitment he makes to you, then his taste in porn 
and his fantasies about other partners — trans or 
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I’mamarried straight man. My wife and I have been 
married for five years. I thought my wife was GGG 
and open to new things, so six months ago I brought 
up my desire to wear lingerie — she did not react well. 
We struggled a bit but gradually got back to normal, 
with me just not mentioning it again. My birthday is 
in May, so I proposed a weekend of indulgence of my 
fetish as a birthday present. I thought that would be 
easy enough to accommodate. I was wrong and got to- 
tally and uncomfortably denied. I'm at a loss for what 
to do. I don’t want to destroy a marriage over a small 
sexual interest, but I don’t want to be locked into va- 
nilla sex forever. Any advice on getting her to come 
around? 

Partner Against Nighties That Intrigue Ea- 
ger Spouse 












Call Livelinks. 
The hottest place 
to meet the 
£ coolest people. 


Someone can be “open to new things” without be- 
ing “open to everything.” So your wife might be up 
for exploring other sexual kinks, positions, and cir- 
cumstances — hubby-in-lingerie isn’t the only 
form of non-vanilla sex out there — but seeing you 
in panties could be a “libido killer,” a term coined by 
Emily “Dear Prudence” Yoffe. If that’s the case, 
PANTIES, she may never come around. But if it’s 
not a libido killer, if it’s just something she hasn't 
had time to wrap her head around, your best course 
of action is to drop the subject for now. Let the wife 
see that your interest isn’t all-consuming and you 
still enjoy vanilla sex in gender-conforming under- 
pants, and indulging this particular kink may come 
to seem less threatening. 
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Where can straight women find men who won't 
make odd sexual requests? 
Dumped One Again 


Graveyards. £ ie, 
E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 


www.livelinks.com 
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Regional Sales Manager 
(Powerscreen USA, LLC (dba Terex 
Crushing & Screening), San Fran- 
cisco, CA). Req. a Bach. or foreign 
equiv. deg. in marketing, humani- 
ties, or a related field & 2 yrs. of 
exp. in the job offered or crushing 
& screening apps. exp. w/in the 
quarry, recycling & mining 
industries in CA, WA, AZ or CO. 


Also req. is 2 yrs. of exp.: perform- 


ing materials processing equip. 
sales; making board-level 
PowerPoint presentations to 
large equip. dealers; & developing 
marketing plans & targeting 
customers, incl. assessing market 
data & trends, with a focus on 
groups of potential customers to 
be targeted within a defined, 
aggregate production market- 
place. Must also possess 2 yrs. 

of Accounting exp., incl. making 
quantifiable assessments of 
potential distributers by evaluat- 
Ing P&L stmts. & balance sheets 
& presenting findings back to 
corporate decision-makers. Apply 
w/resume at www.terex.com/ 
careers. No relo. available. No 3rd 
party responses. EOE. 





Hotel Tonight, Inc. is seeking a 
Systems Architect & Operations 
Lead in San Francisco, CA to 
lead development & implementa- 
tion of infrastructure for apps. 
Reas: MS in CS, Eng or related IT 
field, plus 3 yrs exp., or related 
BS, plus 5 yrs exp. No travel; no 
telecommuting. For further 
details, position reqmts and 
instructions on where to submit 
resumes, please visit: 
www.hoteltonight.com 





THE OCEAN Corp. 10840 Rockley 
Road, Houston, Texas 77099. Train 
for a new career. *Underwater 
Welder. Commercial Diver. *NDT/ 
Weld Inspector. Job Placement 
Assistance. Financial Aid avail for 
those who qualify 1.800.321.0298 





INDUSTRY CAPITAL ADVISORS, 

LLC SEEKS SR. ACCOUNTANT, 
INVESTMENT FUNDS AT 1 
SANSOME STREET,, S.F., CA 94104. 
PLEASE SEE http://jobview. 
monster.com/SR-ACCOUNTANT- 
INVESTMENT-FUNDS-Job-San- 
Francisco-94104-133552656.aspx 
FOR DETAILS. 
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